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PREFACE. 


URING the past field season, my tt'ork laid for the most 



^ part in Eastern RdjpiJtdna, and Included some of the 
southern districts of the Panjdb. 

Leaving Simla on the ist of October 1883, f examined 
the ancient forts at Bhatinda, Sirsir and Hinsi, together 
with the mosques and monolith of Firdr at 

Fattehibdd. The next place of impbi'fance'lm this route is 
Tushdm, celebrated for its rock-cut GiSpta inscriptions, of 
which I secured photographs. A quantity of inscribed data 
was also collected at the old sites of H^nsi, Bairit, &c.; it is 
to be regretted that the Asoka inscription at the latter place 
is almost entirely effaced, and does not lend itself to repro¬ 
duction by mechanical means; f conclude, however, that it is 
merely a transcript of Asoka's edicts, of which so many copies 
are found incised on rocks and boulders in Northern India. 

From Bairit my route passed through Amba and Jaipur 
(the old and new cities of the Kachhwahas) to Ajmir, after 
a short halt at which place I marched across the Indian 
desert to Niger or Nigapdri, an ancient site in the Mirwir 
State, hitherto unexplored j and which contains, amongst 
other interesting objects, some fine temples. In this neigh¬ 
bourhood I came in contact with the desert tribe of Sahdrias 
who are said to be of Arabian extraction, and take their tribal 
name from the Desert of Sahira; of this tribe, and likewise of 
the Sondhias, I prepared an ethnographical account in a 
separate paper. 



IV 


PREFACE. 


1 next visited Mandor and Jodhpur, the old and new 
capitals of MirwiSr, peopled by the Rahathor refugees from 
Kanoj 1 and crossing the Aravali range of-mounUms at Ko- 
malmir. descended into NdthdwSra, a very sacred site m the 
Meywir State, and proceeded thence to the Great Sisodia 
Fortress of Chitor, where I made photographs and impressions 
of various inscriptions, including those on the “Tower of 
Victory" {Jaya St<imbha). which have been inaccurately 

translated by Tod. 

The past year’s tour extended southwards to Nimacn, and 
terminated at Agra on the 31st of March 1884. Much diffi¬ 
cult country has been traversed; twenty-mne old sites ex¬ 
plored, and twenty.eight drawings and photographs prepared 
within the limits above indicated. 

H. B. W. GARRICK. 
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ARCHEOLOG ICAL SURVE Y OF INDIA. 

REPORT OF A TOUR IN THE PANJAB AND rIjPUTANA IN 

1883 - 84 . 


I.—PfR KHAnEH. 


T here is but Iktie of archaeological interest in, anti about, 
the line of country directly south of Labor, until Bhatinda 
is reached, and the following few objects, so far as my infoima* 
lion goes, are the most noteworthy on either side of the 
ground watered by the Sutlej river between Bhatinda and 


Labor, 


First, comes Pir KhAneh, which is the name given, colJect- 
ively, to a group.of old Muhammadan buildings, including 
two tombs of the Ghorean period.' Numerous faqirs and 
dervishes use the place more as a monastery, or common 
rendezvous, than anything else, for little or no attention js 
paid to the matters of the entombed Firs who give their name 
to this spot. 

As ray stay here was only of one day's duration, 1 could not 
make any but a superficial examination of the Fir KhAneh 
nor was it necessary to delay in the neighbourhood of Shergarh^ 
as Pit KhAneh is only a representative, though on a notably 
large scale, of several such establishments in this part of 
India, where, save these MusalmAn relics, no old architecture 
is to be seen. But this paucity of ancient monuments can be 
accounted for when it is borne in mind that a large section of 
the population is composed of Sikhs, who, unlike the more 
eastern Hindhs, are a new Sect and require few establishments 

* The MuhAisiiudiia ruler* of thia pervodliail the of Ghori (o thds* ruma 
^enved, it u bdievedj frtm their habit ol buneiiif the wjLd as ^ 
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for worship; hence the G^rUdwdrds are few and far between. 
I believe there is no Sikh monastery of this description 
between Sirsa and Thalvandi. The people make pilgrimages 
to either place annually— indeed, one sorely misses in the 
PanjAb the goodly BrAhmanical establishments and architec¬ 
tural examples so plentiful elsewhere. 

a,—BAKHTU. 

About 4 mile north of Bakhtu 4 s a largish and unevenly 
shapen mound, or tibd, strewn in nearly every part with 
broken brick and pottery, much of which is of a dark or black 
colour i some moulded fragments were also found here, but 
too much mutilated {especially the bricks or tile specimens) 
to make out any connected pattern from. Coins also are, t 
am told, found during, and directly after, the seasonal rains. 

This iibd is generally of a circular form, and extends over 
at> bighas of ground. It is cultivated in several places, but 
the ploughs hitherto employed have not, strangely enough, 
struck upon any decided walling. But, in spite of this assur¬ 
ance of the villagers, I am convinced that this mound marks 
the site of an ancient city of some magnitude* 

In the total absence of all local tradition, it is impossiWe to 
account for the origin of the Bakhtu mound, and the people in 
the adjacent village of Shergarh also professed ignorance as 
to the present whereabouts of any of those medals, &c,, they 
at first informed me it had yielded ; some, however, said that 
they were generally made over to the district authorities, 

3.—TI RAND A, BHATINDA (BHATI-DA-NAGARA OR 
GOVINDGARH), 

The first object seen on entering Bhatinda from the north 
is the massive and lofty fort now called Gpvindgarh, which 
name it lends to the straggling little tovm (an outpost of the 
PatiAli State), erst Tiranda and Bh^t^nda. Besides being the 
firsts this fort certainly is the foremost feature here»and before 
proceeding any further with this account of the place, I will 
endeavour to give the results that attended a careful inspec- 
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tion of this building, jo which inspection I was much assisted 
by the Ktlfftkddr^ or "Governor of the Fort/* who courte¬ 
ously showed me all over his trust. 

^ The walls of this edifice are extraordinarily massive^ and 
built with the usual slope; bdng 53 feet at base and 35 feet at 
summit in thickness, and too feet hijgh. The most perfect 
bdrj^ or " bastion>tower/* is exactly i ao feet above the ground- 
level of the town which surrounds the fort. 

In plan Govindgarh proper is a square of 686 feet, with 32 
small and 4 large bastions, of which the former are arranged 
S to eaeh side (the building faces the cardinal points) and the 
tatter i to each comer. These large bastions are 291 feet in 
circumference at top ; but the minor towers are much smaller. 

Some time ago the walls of this fort encompassed a small 
village which was imprudently built upon, or near to, the 
powder magazine; but since this exploded and removed the 
inhabitants more violently than was good for them, no one 
lives there excepting the sentries and KilFahddr, whose 
dwellings being in the gate and main circumvallation re¬ 
spectively, they stand irt no danger of a similar catastrophe. 
The only gateway is in the eastern face, but placed in the 
noithem end of that face, and the fort is surrounded by a 
mud or dhds wall, of 1,300 feet side and 14 feet thick; but 
measured across from the edge of its battlements (of which 
there are twelve to each face), 43 feet in thickness. But these 
outworks, though comparatively modem, being erected since 
the possession of this fort by the PauAlA State, are much dila. 
pidated and only traceable in a few places, of which the most 
perfect are towards the west, north, and south; indeed, I 
doubt if these extramural works evtr existed on the east 
side, where the town approaches very near to the main walls 
of the fort, in the centre of which are the remains of a tank, 

86 feet square and 26 feet deep, surrounded by four brick 
walls, 43 inches thick. The tank is approached from the 
south by a pakka gkdt, or brick floor, suitable for bathers: but 
n is at present quite dry and out of use, ' 

The fort of Tiranda is locally said to be 1,800 years old 
and to have been built by Rdjd Dab, an ancestor of the 
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celebrated yenx P4l. Though I found several small 
bricks of comparatively modeni make throughout the building, 
these were probably used in additions, or repairs, of which 
it has undergone many; and the large bricks, which were 
in parts, leave little doubt that this edifice existed long prior 
to the first Muhammadan invasion. 

The general appearance of the fort exteriorly is solid, plain, 
and rather ungainly in Its block-like and angular outlines. 
But, owing to its excessive height, it is seen from several 
miles all round, and travelling along the northern road from 
the Sutlej, 1 sighted the building from a distance of 7^ miles. 

There is a tradition at Bhatinda to the effect that the 
same masons who built this fortress also erected the similar 
castle at Bhutnair, and hence I am tempted to look to the 
first syllalile of either name for the etymology of that of this 
early site. That Bhatinda owes Us name to the Bhatti race 
we have the authority of tradition, besides the rather contra¬ 
dictory account of Colonel Tod, who in Rdjasthditt Vol. 11 , 
page 179, says— 

'“Bhatnair, which now forms an integral part of Bikaner, was 
anciently the chief abode of another jit community, so powerful aa at 
one time to provoke the vengeance of kings, and at others to soocour 
them when in distress. It is asserted that lU name is in no wise con¬ 
nected with the Bhattis who colonised it, but denved from the Bard 
or Bhat, of a powerful prince, to whom the lands were granted, and 
who, desirous to be the fouoder of a poetic dynasty, gave his profes¬ 
sional title to the abode. In the anoals of Jesaulmcr, it will be seen 
that there is another story accounting for the appellation, which recalls 
the founding of Carthage or Byrsa. Both legends are improl»ble ; 
and the Bhats’ annals confirm what might have been assumed without 
suspicion, that to a colony of this race Bhatnairowes its name, though 
DOt its ^xistence^ 

**The whole of the northem part 1b called Ni^ir in the ancient 
geiigraphicaJ noittcnclature of Man^oUiaK when some of the 

Bhati clans became proselytes to IsUiu they changed the vowel d to 
«' todbtinguish their parent stock, vim., Bhatti for Bhutti." 

^ It should be home In ntiAd that thli wftttcn in i8t4* 

* Here the Gret a t* fnfidently intended to be pfoncHinced a* 
the H *5 the abort annwlced s geiteralty used in transEteraiii^iib intn REJnian 
chvKltTj and nol aj the I !U>fi;^aE madjcm trans^iterati^-H 
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With thfc preceding extracts, which are themselves pro- 
fea^dfy extracts from indigenous works oh Bhati history, [ will 
dttee my remarks on these people, and, having ascertained 
who the Bhattis are, revert to the subject which called for 
those brief remarks,—the etymology of Bhatinda, 

Bkatti-da-nagara^ or " the Bhatti’s city/' was, in all pro¬ 
bability, the full form of this name, originally irota Bhatft, the 
tribe, and da, largely used in the province as the genitive parti¬ 
cle in lieu of sa or ka, of which it is merely a dialectic variation. 
Of the habit of omitting the final word nagara or pdra 
(which merely signifies " town " or " city ”) and retaining the 
sign of the genitive case, numerous examples exist in which 
such terminations are understood, and the intermediate nasal 
may or may not be employed ; indeed, the word b often pro¬ 
nounced by the people Bkatida, seldom Bhatinda, and never 
Bkdtinda, with the long vowel, so that it cannot possibly be 
derived from Bhdf/'s. bard,” nor from anything saveBhatH, a 
title by which apostate Hindhs embracing IslAm are generally 
known; and, consequently, the name cannot be older than the 
eleventh century, when the Moslems from the West carried 
their arms across the Sutlej, creating shoals of “true be¬ 
lievers” en route, and it would appear that their most numer¬ 
ous converts were recruited from the Yaddvansa. 

Of this vania, or ” race,” was the renegade Bdbd Hdji 
Rattan, who, according to local tradition, besides forsaking 
the religion of his sires, betrayed his master King Yena Pdt 
whose minister he. was, and for these two estimable qualities 
in addition to a pilgrimage {kdj) to Mecca, the mausoleum 
of Bdhd Mdjt Rattan Ts now venerated as that of a saint! 
This tomb b situated half a mite east of Cooindgark, or 
"Fort of Govind,” a Vaishnav name, compounded from 
Govind, "Lord of the Cow,”one of the titles bestowed by the 
cowherds of yri/ upon Krishna, and gark or gad, “a fort " 
Around this principal rooa of the sainted ffdjt are grouped 
five smaller tombs'; these are built of brick, facing the south 
and are inscribed in parts by lines of Arabic writing—^p^ 
paiently quotations from the Oorin—worked into the stucco 
in relief, l^t so much has been broken away that coirf^ra- 
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tively little can be read. Yd^rakmdn opens the legend on 
the larger tomb, which, after a cry for mercy, thus begun 
in the Hd|i*9 name (and not by any means unnecessaiy, if 
tradition correctly records the sum of his iniquities), exhibits 
the date 309, and this is the date of the H&ji's death, 
fn the book written by command of Shahab-4d~din Ghori 
this date is, however, contradicted, for here— Ser-dl^mutdkhar~ 
in ^—'the demise of BSbdHdjiRation (who commenced build¬ 
ing his tomb in Hijri 700) is placed in 73a of the flight; and to 
the munificence of His Majesty "Kha-khdn" is assigned the 
grant of a monthly stipend of i,iit rupees to keep these 
tombs in repair. We are also mformed in this volume that the 
sum was paid to the son of the Plr, but if we are to judge from 
the present appearance of these buildings, this fund must have 
long ceased to exist. But there are other, and much later, 
records of donations for repairs in and about these tombs, of 
which we will give those on four idtbas situated outside, and to 
the north of the enclosure, as the only ones decipherable. On 
the first is preserved merely the name of Lodar^mal with the 
Hijri date looa ; on the second we read, " The resfecti of the 
humble stove Badi Chond^father of Girdhdr Mol, of the Fort, 
Mtiharram 1033 H" On the third; " Repaired by commend 
of Nasdb Jabar Rhdit, by the hand of Sheikh Rhddim, 
in the commencement of Ramsdn the auspicious, ion H" 
On the 4th : "Repaired with chund (lime) and iaiai (mortar) 
by order of the humble Nowdb Skdhddd Khdn, by the hand 
of Khddim Muhammad Afml (probably the mason), Zilhiji 
1131 H” 

These records are principally interesting on account of 
the large proportion of Hindii names which they exhibit as 
having contributed towards the repairs of MusaJm^ns’ tombs, 
but they only bear fresh testimony to the wholesale apostasy 
formerly practised by the Hindds of these parts. 

It is said that the name of " BAbA HAji Rattan ” was 
adopted by the popular hero of Bhatinda after his conversion 
to the faith of IslAm, with which religion he is said to have 

* A MS- l»ok whscK I obUineil in Uie neightwurhwd ef Htqrali, «m] which 

m jpy pcifiMataifiik 
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become fascinated about the period of ShAhAb-ad-din's inva- 
lion, at which be, as the minister of RAjA Vena PAI, connived, 
rtndcring the Moslem every assistance to enter the fort and 
pit his master the royaJ family to the sword. The 
□nginal, and HindA, name of this elder was Chankar^ and that 
of his father Kdnway PdL *' Highly educated in the arts 
and sciences, he (BAbA HAji Rattan) embraced IslAm, and 
making a (pilgrimage) to Mecca, became a HAji.” {Ser- 
uUMiiakkartn^ p. 384.) 

Fram the names in the following genealogical table, it 
wHIl be seen that the descendants of this renegade retained 
his adopted faith :— 

Genealogy oj JCdHwar Pd I and Bdhd Hdji Rattan. 

VAnnaj. 

ChankaroT Ba^ Hiji Ratliin. 

Dllid. 

Tij MuLiinmad. 

Shaikh Muhaniraaij Armip 
Allah ^hjh> 

Muhammad Rauihan. 

Rattan Bakhsh. 

Besides its undoubted antiquity, fihatinda has witnessed 
some thrilling scenes within the last eight centuries, for it 
was here that Gogga, the famous ChohAn, fell, after being 
driven back from his defence of the Sutlej against the invad¬ 
ing MusalmAns; here also JaipAl was captured, but the 
hero of Ghazni only found the king of Labor lifeless, for the 
fort of Titanda had just witnessed the suicide of that fugi. 
live chief, who preferred death to the foreign yoke. There 
can, however, be little doubt that multitudes followed a less 
violent, if less glorious, course than did JaipAl, and, like the 
local hero and saint, BAbA HAji Rattan, alitis Chankar, chose 
to bend with the necessities of the times, and, like him, for¬ 
saking Hitidaism, became proselytes to the new faith artd 
consequently Bhattis. Should this etymology for Bhatinda 
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be accepted, we have also the ^cd of its substitution for 

the older name of this interesting site. 

But mo^e interesting still Is an inscription of nineteen lineJ 
on a stone slab of the Gdpta period^ This inscnptlon, untl 
December 1880, was concealed in a comer of the inner vai^t, 
or softciufn of B 4 b 4 Hlji Rattans tomb. In 

December 1880 it was, however, discovered by Sir Ro^rt 
Egerton, K.CS.I., the late Lieutenant-Governor of the 
PanjAb, then on a visit to Bhatinda, and conveyed by His 
Honour to Labor. By subsequent enquiry 1 learnt thjt this 
inscription was handed over before its discoverer’s desartore 
from India, to SirdAr Attar Singh, C.I.E., Chief of Badhaur, 
to whose kindness in sending me the stone I am mdejted for 
the photographs and impressions I have been able to secure. 
In an account which appeared in the Urdfi PatBli papw 
shortly after the discovery of this tablet, It is said to contain 
lines, of which the only readable letters seem to be 
! whereas the letters, excepting those near the centre, 
which appear to have been ground down by some means, are 
in fairly good preservation, and, were it not for the unfortunate 
fi^cture which deprives us of quite a third of the record, it 
would be easily decipherable. So much for native journalism. 

Besides the objects above mentioned there are at Bhatin- 
da, jst,— BItavdnt, an early HindQ building ; and, Mira 
Sdhi&'s Qabar, in which there is an old Persian inscription, in 
which I read the HindQ title Afdhardja 
name, whh the rest of this record, is entirely defaced. In the 
CAamdr's lola hard by is a circular and irregularly formed 
Af?r/, much venerated by the lower castes ; also another round 
bdrj near the fort. 

4.—SIRSA OR SIRSE-PATTAN. 

To the south-west of Sirsa is situated a large ancient 
fort, which is about 3 miles in circuit, but of so irregular 
a form as entirely to preclude the possibility of detailed 
measurements being made; indeed, the whole resembles in 

i The kucTi hcK appear to me somewhat tpodcfo tot GSpb ebaratun. Sai 
Plate XXVII. 
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appearance a mighty irruption. This lumpy mass is divided, 
near the centre, by a trench^Iike hollow, running east and west, 
and this depression is said to mark the situation of the 
division which, in olden times, existed between the city and 
the fort—a very plausible theory in its way, for one portion 
(that called the site of the ancient fort) is considerably higher 
than the other, upon which the city is said to have formerly 
stood. The general height of these remains cannot be less, 
and is probably more, than 75 feet above the surrounding 
fields. 

On the very summit of this mound I found a solitary tomb 
of white marble, elaborately inscribed, much broken, and 
rapidly sinking below the surface of the ruins upon which it 
stands. It is unknown who is interred here, but a general belief 
exists that the mortal remains of a who conquered 

this fort, rests within the vault. I have, in my collection 
of impressions, the Arabic inscription, which contains merely 
extracts from the Qordn, though very ornamental and appar¬ 
ently old, carefully arranged and joined together in the posi. 
tion it occupied on the stone of this tomb. 

By the intelligent natives of Sirsa and its neighbourhood, 
this fort is assigned to the third century A.D„ and therefore 
is as old as anything in this part of India. There is a popular 
tradition which seeks to account for the name of this city as 
follows: It is said that a recluse was once interrogated by a 
band of pilgrims as to the correct name of the site, when, in 
reply, he said, /Ca&f Sirsa, KaM Nirsa, i,e., in the local 
dialect "sometimes extant, sometimes extinct," from tiir or 
mra, "is not;" and this is said to have particular reference 
to the countless wars then being waged for supremacy, as the 
country in those disquieted times is reputed to have been 
alternately inhabited and laid waste no less than twenty one 
times. But this derivation is contested by another tradition 
which derives the name " Sirsa " from the former profusion 
of Strsa arStrtsa {Acacia speciosa) trees here* the name was 
anciently Sirsepattan. 

In the Gitr&dTudra, or Sikh monastery at Sirsa, are pre- 
served some interesting Sikh relics, which were found encJoscil 
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in an iron box, in some excavatlpns lately made at Harip&T. 
These relics comprise a papyrus dr birch bark maniJScHpt the 
Sikh prophet and religious leader. The purport of docu* 
ment, which is written in GOridnakhi, is an exj^ortation to fer¬ 
vent and constant devotion, and a promise, under the seal and 
signature of the to manifest himself to devout worship¬ 

pers. It is dated V.S. 1756, or A.D. 1700, and appears to have 
been written with a brush, or very broad stilet,. in a brownish 
ink or colour. There are also some fragmentary inscriptions 
and a small white marble bas-retie/f representing a pair of 
diminutive feet; this is called G^Apdd^ and is,much venerated 
by the attendant Sikh?and worshippers at the estabiishiilent 

To theri^ffPiir or jararor, “tank," north of this GdrAdw^a', 
great antiquity is assigned, and it is stated that this tank is 
unfathomable, and that it was excavated in V-S. 315, or 
simultaneously with the erection of the ancient fort of Strse- 
pattan. The walls of this tank are very massive and built of 
large bricks; the southern wall clearly runs underneath the 
G&rAdw&ra building, and I was told by those to whom tlie 
most reliable information concerning the subject should be 
accessible, that there are seven subterraneous passages,, or 
caves, leading from the tanks* wall, or embankment, to the fort. 
At the time of my visit to Sirsa these caves were, howevet, 
invisible, on account, I was given to understand, of the water 
in the tank being then too abundant, but at low water the 
entrances to these caves are said to become appareitt. 

At Sirsa there is also a Town Hall, in front of which there is 
a pleasant garden, with a fountain. In this Town Hall build¬ 
ing the authorities have displayed further sculptures, dis¬ 
covered at the Haripdr excavations, and, if 1 understand aright, 
at other diggings lately made at the Sukandpiir ruins, which 
are quite close to Sirsa and which 1 visited. Amongst these 
sculptures may be mentioned an ably-executed group, in 
reddish sandstone, of Indra and his consort, mounted upon an 
elephant. This piece is 2^ feet high, though the figures are 
deprived of their heads. A larger statue here is the figure of 
Vishnu, attended by two votaries, which measures 4 feet high 

*Tlw "Teichcr’i 
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The most remarkable of several architectural fragments m 
this hall is an e)aborately*carved square base of a column^ 
I tj in diameter. There are, besides^ perforated and carved 
trellises, screens, &c., in white marble, exhibiting designs, 
both floral and geometrical. 

In the country between Sirsa and Rania further west, there 
are altogether four thtas, or itbd5,—~t.6.^ mounds bearing signs 
of former occupation. The first, or more easterly, of these 
mounds is situated about 1,000 paces west of the village of 
Ottti, or about oue march west of Sirsa. This deserted site 
still preserves its ancient and modem names,—<>,, Thikri-'xdli 
ihea Rdm^aria^AFatteh-pdr. Second, at two marches 
west of Sirsa, is a nameless mound containing large boulders 
suitable for building purposes and dibris. The third is a small 
mound close to Bhatualr, from which some coins are said to 
have been exhumed about four years ago. The fourth, and 
oldest, ttbd is situated 3| miles south of Rania (between 
Ferozib&d and Rania), and this measures nearly 250 feet long, 
but is of very irregular shape, 

The existence of all these remains, together with several 
others which 1 saw, but whichr are too smalt to notice here, 
may be taken as proof of the antiquity of this locality. Few 
bricks are, however, anywhere found, and thin shales, or chips 
of stone, seem to have formed these now^forgotteri habitations; 
pottery, too, is thickly strewn over all the sites above indicated. 

5—fattehAbAD. 

In the spacious courtyard of a mosque at Fattehdbid 
stands a fine column of red sandstone, inscribed with the 
genealogy of the Tughlak emperor Feroa-sbfth, in beautifully- 
formed characteisrcarvcd to high relief. This 

inscription extends right round the pillar, and, defaced as it is 
towards the south, has been translated by Mauivi Ziyauddt'n 
KhAn, KhAn BabAddr, Extra Assistant Commt^ooer. For a 
general View (from the east) of this pillar, see Plate II. 

Besides the /<f/ at FattehAbAd, there is an inscription, also 
in high relief, of HumAyAn on a slab of compact, l^ht-yellow 
limestone, measuring 2' 3^' long by i* 5^' broad, and sunk 
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10 the west o( the * ihe pillar 

Khair-W-oin. J. ,,, Muhammadar archUeclure, 

in, we may say. the ^ _ y building 

.o«a owes much .0 thia moa,ua ca .ha 

,,ore of f building in Fattchmd is that 

But the . f„ Bddshdh ka Masjid, an exqui- 

callcd Muhafti^mad decorated little mosque, and 

sitely j ' for »l « said that that romantic 

evidently the oldest ' flight to Amarkot, 

"iS Fru^r. ,hc 

passed ',''™“^„rf„ed a hall. »ith a view to pray 
„«aMia s caU ' ? ^ 'j. his name. The insetip- 

i-al'-rHnr^dn helote — 

LtrSfe":' “^'a'U. n. mo„ne see 

Plate IV. CaFtaahAbid stands, and indeed the 

■f"' *7 IS^rntfatW is -id t7ha.; originally been 
T®7id«d* M''hiinlmg-gt<iil.ds,” o( Northern India, and 

thes*i*d.gd*.ot , 8^^ were 

densely wooded an . enlightened natives 

this not universally affii^ed by neichbourhood is 

He,e. it ,m.ld be diSenlt to '-f 1 , ,he total 

particolarlytar^l^r M*^^ not seare=.-e.f., the Yasabai 

^&7be,onndet^^ 

“■'iTwatwlne on"a hun.lng exenrsion with his sons that 

Fetot-ahhh “::^;tLhCrd 

Wd'Z"F«”riVhdn, his lavonrite son. Having font sons. 

1 SciS Pl^e 


PANjAB AND RAJpOTANA IN 


13 


however, it became necessary to foundp in allp four towns ; three 
more spots were accordingly chosen^ on which a similar num¬ 
ber of townships w-ere in due time built and called after these 
remaining princes, as follows: Mi/after JafiSr Khin, 

after Rajib Kh&n^ and Mah&fnmadfi^r after Mu¬ 
hammad KhAn. The last-natned three places are now mere 
villagesp or ruins, and not comparable with Fatteh^b^d^ 

6.— HAnSI (ASA) OR AMBA. 

There is much diversity of opinion regarding the origin of 
this city, and many theones are abroad amongst the people 
of Hdnsi —the first and most generally believed hypothesis 
being that Anang Pdl Thanur founded it i and, that Rdja (or 
Rat) Pitkara was the founder; 3rd, that/fsa, the ydt^ con¬ 
quered and proclaimed himself king of the citadel, calling it 
after his own name, Asa, which, by the dialectic modifications 
of succeeding ages, has become Hinsl. I also found that the 
place had, at one period of its history, been called Ambir, or 
Atnba, for which name tradition accounts in thiswise; Amba- 
ndth, ason of theChoh^ was indisposed when the king 
brought him to recruit his health to this place, and upoi hia 
son’s recovery he in gratitude excavated the tank, built a fort, 
and founded a city, calling it by his son’s propernamej^nv^d, 
The Settlement Report has still another version, assigning 
this foundation to Mdnik Rat Chohdn. 

On the ancient and extensive mound which represents the 
old fort of H^nsl there is the dargdh of the saint, or Wdii, 
llasarat SaiyidShdh NHdmat Utla^' who, in 5590! the Htjrt^ 
accompanied Sultdn Shakdb-dd-din Gheri in his victorious 
attack upon this fort, and on this spot lost his life b battle, 
becoming in consequence, a shahid, or martyr; and his de¬ 
scendants still enjoy some free land and divers other privileges 
accorded by Government, At the site of this tomb, a mild, 
or fair, is held every March, at which much charity Is dis¬ 
pensed, A regular guard of m&llahs Is entertained to tend 
this tomb, and thus one, at least, is always to be seen dusting 
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or htJRtJiig away files from It; separate brushes of peacocks 
feathers being kept for both these purposes. This khdngdk 
is visited hy Muhammadans, and even by certain classes of 
Hind6 pilgrims, who could not possibly be more reverential 
that of the prophet fiitiharnmad -himself. At the 
entrance and in the interior of this khdngdh are two Arabic 
inscriptions, dated in H. 593 and H. 953 respectively. Of 
these I have transcripts and impressions, and also of the 
inscription with which the tomb of the commander Haaaral 
Saiyid ShAh N’iimat Ulla is surrounded. These letters, worked 
into high relief in the stucco ground, have, I was given to 
understand, been thrice restored since their original-composi- 
tion, but in no wise altered. The tomb has an imposing 
appearance, which is not lessened by the prostrated pilgrims 
paying homage to the departed warrior; these pilgrims almost 
cover the floor (mussa/hh) of this rosd, and the ornamented 
cloth with which the tomb is covered is regularly chang^ and 
held down by white marble carpet slaves. It is a difficult 
matter to get admitted within this holy rogd; but, happily, 
the good mdU&hs are fully awake to their own interests, and 
hence it is not impossible. 

H^ually interesting are the old Muhammadan tombs on the 
west side of the city. Of these, one building or vault contains 
the remains of Kdib Jamdi-dd^dln, better known as Chahdr 
Qutb, whose father was Sdlidn JamXd-dd-din, who came from 
the west, and, along with the renowned warrior Shahib-hd'din 
Ghori, conquered this country in H. 558, After this conquest 
Hinsl fell to the share of Qutb Jamdl-M~dln, when, it is said, 
the Qutb withdrew from the affairs of Government, and, pre¬ 
ferring retirement and religious devotion, became a disciple 
of Hasarai Bdxd Shaikh FaridganJ Shdkrpdk of Bat tan or 
Patidn (? Pak Patian). The religious example of Quib JawM- 
dd-din was followed by fattr generations of his descendants, 
and hence his name, or rather title, Chahdr Qutb. In H. 670 
Qutb JamAl-Qd-d!n died, and his tomb, before mentioned, is 
very handsome and forms a coluranated dwelling for countless 
darvishes. 

Near to the above rosd is a large masjid containing four 
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iiibijTTpuons ivnich set forth some important local names 
{Lh«‘ largest of these records are dated in H. 876 and 621, 
rNspi'ctlvelyJ, 0/ all of which I have careful and complete 
opies, and some of which 1 have partly read, I have also a 
transcript of the dated stanza on the great Barsi gate of the 
city, J was assisted in making all these transcripts by com- 
petep>t local and have endeavoured to collate some 

of them in order further on. Nearly all the inscribed data 
at HAnst contain notable historical and local names, and the 
collection 1 obtained is rather large—some of the best inscrip- 
ttons being found in the meanest and least likely looking 
tombs. ® 


The principal inscriptions at Hinsi are as follows:_ 

rjr.—On the door of the shrine of Haiarat Saiytd ShAh N'iAnjat 

cf ^ // >1 

aW.—On tomt^'- 0/ Asphandsir, lofA of 

Ztlhaj, S93 A.Hr ■* 

‘ 3rd.-^» In praise amigraUtude to Cod, Rata >Ah\ wj erected 
autside of the city this shrine of Hatarat Qu/& Janidt^ 

Sha)ust>.4d.d,n from Chasm and eouquered this part of 
the country. The city of Hdnsi k^ing fallen to hit 
share, Hazarat Quth JamdUdd-din hecame a recluse 
wr rAe diseiple of fiazarat Shaikh FdridgaJ 

of Pdk Patan. He died in AM, 670, Hit shrit 

in contiguity stith a 

4th,^Th^ foitowing is the inscription on the above-mentioned 

Bddshak Afutafar, son of Afuhdrik Shdlt, one of th^ 
pious and great hy the hand of Shaikh 'Alddl Xtct 
a disciple of Shaikh Jomdl^dd-din, to sehom nu^a^ 
give a place in heaven. Whosoever may pray herefhoZ 
rememher him in tkeir pravsrs tL ,^^^**^*‘*» 
inscription is Roza Qalt\ r/sident of HTniTk fi 
Zuhdujan, in the Mokurram S?T //’’ 

JM—On the wall of mosque-- tVith the aid of GodP 

d/^.^Near door of Hazarat Quth Sdkih. The door af 

Rakmai GUim &/ * is ^ 

or at the expense of, this individual from Persia, 
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7 // 1 .—Not Itgible. 1, 

SiA.—On a pointed arch —'•//aaarat SiaiiA Ja/ai-nd-diti Jl/ti- 
hammsd Sdhib-' (not legible) " I» tht Hme of AUah-»d^ 
din Aid Afv^ffjdr SAdA faMn Mvhammad SAdA^may 
he reign for met—mas huiit this door on the iotk of 
Rabi-dt-Akiar^ in the year ;oj //." 

Inscription of Dinl mosque^-" WitA the aid of Cod and Haoa, 
rai AMammad Mustafa {the ProfAet) mas Amli-tAts 
ntosqae, on the date of ZiL Haf 767, i» the time of 

J/wA" (Tugblak ?). , n ai 

o/A.-lnscription of Buall BakUsh mosque^" Ay Ah. 

mad, son of Muhammad Asmandi, '« Rait-ui^Akbar 

6 n'' 

There is also a dome on the shrine of Hazarai Qutb 
lamiiVud-dtn, but it has no inscription, although 1 found a 
fillet which appeared well adapted for such, tl is just possi¬ 
ble that this building was never thoroughly completed. 

The most beautiful tomb here, and one of which 1 secured 
» photograph, is that of the merchant who is said to 

have been the MirAajarab, or Chief Purveyor or Farmer- 
General, of Sultan Jdmid-Hd.din, The facade here resem¬ 
bles in no slight degree, one of our owm minsters, if we could 
imagine the intricate and beautifully preserved design to^b^ 
wrought in stained glass, instead of charmingly arranged 

*^^^ThIs example of glazed tile work surpasses, in the fresh¬ 
ness and harmony of its colouring, anything 1 have yet seen, 
not ejtcepting the first specimens at Mil I An and elsewhere, 
and the vault is certainly one of the very first that underwent 
this process of embellishment, when the an of burning these 
tiles was in its early purity; for, in later examples, I have 
always remarked performances distinctly inferior both as to 
harmonious arrangement and permanency of colour. Regard- 
ing the latter quality it will scarcely be credited that these 
fresh and brilliant tints have withstood the effects of nearly 
700 summers, yet such is the case. ^ ^ 

The canopied tomb, here called the c/ibairt, is also a 
fine, though comparatively small, structure, m red sandstone 

■ 5c« Plate VI, 
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This building is said to be the oldest monument here of the 
Muhammadan period, and contains a large vault, besides 
inscriptions, which, however, are unfortunately defaced and 
mcqmplete. 

The sepulchre of the merchant Wi'or ’. 4 /aiw (who is also 
called the wtfnV, or disciple, of Qutb Jamdl-M-dtn) measures 
137 feet in total circuit, allowing 34' 3* for each face, as 
the building is quadrangular, and 46' 9* high. The walls of 
this l^autiful mausoleum are 6' 3' thick ; hence the inside 
area is as to clear each way, and the lower vault contains 
nine tomb's (see Plate VI). 

The square canopied tomb (locally called Mairt) is 

4 r in circuit, or about to' to* across, each face being 
also square, and 17' ioj*'high. Four carved sandstone pil¬ 
lars support the enamelled canopy, and the vault contains 
two graves, said to be the oldest in HAnsi. 

The oblong canopied building measures 39' 3* long, 8*7^" 
broad, and 17^ high. The canopy rests upon ten ornamented 
columns, and the building contains eight graves of Quib 
JamAl-bd-din's descendants, tw'O of whom were themselves 
ffu/is (see Plate VI f). 

The large which has before been mentioned as 

containing so many excellent inscriptions, measures, from its 
northern to its southern extremities, 60' 6", and 33' r" east 
and ^west; the walls of this imposing edifice (which is about 
SO high) are 4' 6* in thickness. 

The most importam of the early MusalmSn architectural 
remains in the fort of HAnst are enclosed by an irregular 
circumvallatton, which measures 89'east and west, St' 7' north 
and south, 35' high, and its walls vary in thickness from 4'5" 
up to more massive dimensions, This is no continuous or 
re^larly-designed wall; on the contrary, its existence ow'cs 
quite as much to chance as to the architect, for the enclosure 
is composed almost entirely of rums and a feeble attempt, 
long since abandoned, at wall-buiIding apparently intended tu 
shut out the vulgar from the sacred rord, as these tombs or 
mosques are collectively called. The south portion of this 
walling is most picturesque, and here the tottering ruins 
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which bang together in a wonderful manner, at once form 
an arched gateway and house the m^ilahs of the eatab' 
lishmenL 

The remaining objects inside the rosd consist-- ^ 
jst —of a large Ghorean masjtd measuring 43' north and 
south, and 23' east and west. The walls of this 
elegant building, which is moderately high and con¬ 
tains some fine inscriptions, are 5' in thickness; 

smaller, and apparently more modern,^ 
measuring 33 ^ north and south, and 15^ 
and west, or 97' in total circuit, and having walls 
6 ' 3* thick- The style of this building is not unlike 
some others here, and must be of a much later date 
than those already briefly described. 

Outside the enclosure t found two richly-carved columns of 
the water-vase or iumbha shape, S and, from the des.^ 

of their overlapped capitals (a modification of the earlier 
■'bell fmalc"), I conclude they must be old. By a com¬ 
parison with General Cunningham’s article on the subject {vtde 
pp. 88^9, Vol, X, Archeological Survey Reports) the^ pi * 
lars would appear to belong to the third decade of the Gupta 
bell-shapen capital characteristic of early Hindfi architecture, 
and may, therefore, be assigned to the fourth or fifth century 
A.D. Along with a small figure frieze inside the ro^il enclo¬ 
sure, these pillars are the sole existiTt^ of the Hiodb 

period on the fort-mound, and are pronounced by the jwople, 
who are intolerant Moslems, to be fragments belonging to 
the reign of the J^at PtViota} they did not know of 

their cKistencc btdore [ found them, and seemed to regret that 
they had not been destroyed along with all the other Oif/s, or 
" idols.” These beautiful pillars at present serve the humble 
purpose of supporting the c/wrsd apparatus of a deserted wdl, 
which was thickly overgrown and almost hidden from view by 
Aensu/atigal. They were evidently taken from some long- 
slnce-demolished Hindutemple whose very loundation cannot 
now be found, and which probably belongs to a time even long 
prior to Rni Pilhora himself, to whom every thing of Hindu 
origin is assigiKtl, and from whom the local hero and saint. 
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Hdzsr^t VV*AU Sstyid ShAli UIIa, in pQittpany with 

Shah^b'fkd'dm Ghori, is said to have captured the fort, &c. 

Outside the ihd^gdA, or rpsd enclosure^ is the isoJated 
tomb of Saiyid Karlm-uUa Sihib, a pupil of Hazarat Will 
Saiyid Ni’dmat UJla; this tomb measures syMn circuit. 

The fort of HAnsl itself resembles, in more than one 
respect, that of Sirsa, though it is not so high as the latter, 
and appears to be of more modern construction than the 
Sirsa fort. The nioaWemains here are visible in several places, 
and one approaches the fort from the city side through a 
massive gateway, apparently a modem addition. The ex¬ 
cellent preservation of the winding ramp and general condi¬ 
tion of this fort render it almost fit for present u s e , 

Near one of the city tanks are ten small Hindu shrines j 
but these are quite modem. 

7.—TOSHAM OB toshAm. 

The great ToshAm rock, upon the eastern face of which 
is built the populous town which bears its name, is situated 
16 miles to the south of Hissar, and is the most remarkable 
natural feature on the face of these plains. Quite visible from 
HAnsi, this tall mountain of stone, upon a closer acquaintance, 
and viewed from the north, assumes precisely the form of a 
quantity of grain poured from a measure on to a flat surface 
indeed, such a heap of grain would probably exhibit more 
irregularities in its conformation than do the two {east and 
west) sides of this huge rock. These two sides rise out of 
the ground-level curving gradually inwards (concavo-concave) 
in exact unison with each other until the apparently conical 
summit of the rock is gained; this summit is not, however, 
really conoidal in form, as an ancient fort, resting on an 
artificial plateau, surmounts the rock, and it is to a some¬ 
what distant and strictly northern view of the ToshAm rock 
that my remarks are at present confined. 

The important chain of hills of which the ToshAm rock 
may be called an isolated link, is very carelessly^riot to say 
wrongly—laid down in some of .the maps 1 have seen, and 
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in Others they are not marked at all. This mountam process 
may be described as a disjointed chain of rock eminences 
running nearly north and south, each principal rock sheltering, 
as k were, a village or town, which is invariably called after 
the rock nearest to it; thus (beginning from the north), 1st, 
Khanak-pakSr shelters the village of Khanak ; 2nd, Duddni- 
pahdr shelters that of Dudini; 3rd, S^TfiUpakdr\ that of 
Saralj and, 4th, Nsgdna-pahdr, that of Negina, 

Again, a less regular chain of rocks, which may be de¬ 
scribed as a series of isolated links, or out-riggers, of the first 
chain, runs a similar course, but further to the east. These 
rocks,countingfrom the north, begin with—ist, Tdshdnt-pakdr, 
which shelters Toshim ; 2nd, Dharam-pahdr, which shelters 
Dharam; and, 3rd, Rejudssa-pahdr, which shelters RewAs^. 
The patra, or " plateau," of light sandy soil, out of which 
these remarkable rocks rise, with the aid of very little water, 
bears fair crops of hajra. 

There are distinct traces of ancient fortifications from the 
foot to summit of the ToshAm rock. According to the Set¬ 
tlement Report of the Hissar district, RAja Amr Singh of 
E'^atiAlA ** erected a fort at TCishAm j but, if this is the case, 
the RAjA could have done little more than restore or add io 
the already existing fortifications of this andent site, which 
are assuredly much older than the period of this prince. At 
present these fortifications—whether they have been restored 
or not, and probably they have been often restored—are 
in ruins, though clearly traceable. The general entrance, or 
ascent, to this hill fortress appears to be from the west, where 
a rampart, built of large, partlilly-*dressed stones, w’ith two tiers 
of sieps, is visible. This was probably an outpost, for nothing 
further exists till the outer clrcumvallation, or sa^i, of the fort¬ 
ress is reached. Having been in disuse for so many years, 
the ascent is difficuU and somewhat dangerous; but to trained 
mountaineers it presents, even now, a ready thoroughfare, 

[ have already stated that these works are assuredly 
old, and this will not, 1 think, be disputed when it is known 
thiit the ordinary sire of the bricks of which they are con¬ 
structed is nearly a yard m icHgth (I found several examples. 
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measuring 2' 9" x a' T x 3^'), and thai the rock>cut bmth^ 
or "water reservoirs," here are not of the kind fashioned 
by modenis: moreover, it is, at Jeast, unusual to find decayed 
caves of recluses, m^nis or bkikkhus, attached to modem 
structures, and ail these objects are proper to the ancient hill 
fortress of Toshim. 

On reaching the summit of this rock an irregubr plateau, 
covered with a vigorous growth of jungle, presents itself; 
also some structural remains, the most clearly apparent of 
the latter being the main wall towards the east-by->south 
comer, and nucleus of one of the towers, which seems never 
to have been finished or carried any higher than its present 
elevation, as I found some very old chabUttffs, or cubic plat¬ 
forms of stone'—^apparently used for seats—on the top of it. 
There are, besides, seven iUnds, some of which, at the time of 
my visit, contained a small cjuantity of water. These reservoirs 
ate called and situated as follows : The larger one, inside the 
fort, appears to be nameless ; but the remaining six, situated 
mostly along the eastern brow of the hill, are, commencing with 
that furthest to the south, called Pandutirtha, or " the pilgrim¬ 
age of Pandu“ Surya Kdiid, or " the sun tank;" Aos/rt, A'dtid, 
Ktiiar Saravar, and Gidsa Kdnd. A MusalmAn sepulchre 
composed of a large heap of rough boulders, and situated 
to the east of the rock, is called Bdbd Farid ka Khdngdh. 

Before taking leave of the great rock of ToshAm, I will 
mention that the most interesting of its many interesting 
features is an ancient inscription of the GApta period,'—^that Is 
to say, the characters here incised belong to an epoch between 
A.D. 164 and 224, according to General Cunningham's com¬ 
putation. This valuable antiquity is situated on the eastern 
aspect of the ToshAm rock, into an overhanging facet of 
which it is incised. 

Somewhat more than half-way up the rock, this inscription 
is difficult of access and particularly difficult to copy, espe¬ 
cially by means of photography; but, by taking advantage of 
some peaked rocks overhead, around which ropes were passed 

* For a ^rrcral view showing the poiiuon this Kt Pkie VIH 

ond for ^ phctQgTAph ihe inKripiiv^ we PiLiite XXVll, 
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anrf tied to the phoiographlc apparatus, &c. (which may be 
snid to have hutt^ ag^ttis/ the lower rocks), I contrived to get 
a good record of this importam Inscription, of which I also 
took an inked and pencilled impression; the latter is, however, 
very unsatisfactory, owing to the extreme roughness of the 
stone upon which the writing is engraved: indeed, so shallow 
and indistinct have the letters become by the action of ram, 
&c., that they appear to assume distinctly different forms 
at various times of the day, or declivities of the sun ; and it 
was not without several unsuccessful trials that my photo¬ 
graphs were obtained. 

The following are the readings hitherto obtained of this 
principal inscription,’ They are from mere impressions, and, 
if any are inaccurate, may hereafter be amended from my 
photograph, (See Plate XXVHL) 

“ No, 1 inscrtplton in large characters coiiaists of a single line— 

*' *Jila Bkagavaio ikaitf chat nr disc* 

“‘May the ivorsbippere of Bhagavata increase throughout the four 
quarterSv^ 

2 consists of the word or ^eachor/ written twice 

in large charactera. 

3 appears to have been intended for a repetition of No. ij 
but the only portion now legible is 

*- No. 4 consiats of three lintSi— 

Caufamasff gp^rena AcAdrj^a AcAala A/iaffit 

Written by the descendant of Gautama^ the son of Ravani, iln 
teacher AcHala bhatto-^ 

'"These foyr inscriptions are later by one generation than tin- 
lodger and more neatly executed record No, 3, as the name of Raw mi 
is the last in it, while No^ 4 ts a record of her son, 

5 mscription consists of eight lines, of which the first two 
begin more to the left, and are somewhat larger than the rest. R. low 
the middle of the Lnscriptioti there is a snn standard^ exactly si mi far 
to that which is foond on all the gold coins of the GQpta hiiigfilia- 
totkacha, who probably reigned from about 50 A.D. to A.D^ 79, T he 
inscription is certainly as old as the time of the later indo-ScythiaiiSp 
as the form of the letter n is earlier than that in any of the Gupta 
inscriptions. Indeed^ the name of Ghatotkacha himself is found in 


* Arch. Hep.r Vd. V, pp. 13^*140. 
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Ihe beginning of the second line, but the inscription is not a record 
of the Gflpta king himself, but of his conqueror, the Tusli4ra king 
Vishnu, which was engraved by a Buddhist mendicant named Iniama, 
" For the following translation and notes I am indebted to (lie 
kindness of Mbfl Pratapa Chandra Ghosha, the learned Librariati ol 
the Asiatic Society of Bengat;— 


"/fw /-—Let the (halo) arising from the lotus face of Jacnbavali 
protect the Bhikshu Tmarna. 

•‘line a—By the frost of Vishnu (or by TushSra Vishnu) the 
glory of the lotus face of the ladies of Ghatotkacha. 

Many people uninvited, Ary as, followers of Vishnu, 
professors of the Yoga philosophy. 

' if'wf —The great-grandson of the faithful in Bhagavat Yasa- 
trata, the grandson of the professor Vjshnutrata. 

" /Jne s -—The son of Vasu Deva, born of Ravani, the grandson 
of Sravama, professor and teacher. 


" AjVfr d.—Of {P&) dmagaiannya, professor, giver of opinion (or 
counsel) of the , . . feet of BhagavaU, 

"The first record in line i is doubtless the name of the Buddhist 
mendicant, or Bhikshu, in whose favour protection is sought. The 
vfoid * protect/ is the verb. 

" fo tie and line, Vishnu is evidently the name of a hero or king 
who, having conquered Gialotkacha, causes the face of his enemy's 
wife to be downcast, poetically whose frost causes the lotus of the 
adys r«e to close. But if Tushira be taken as a proper name, 
vjsddu becDmes an epithet following the tone, 

•^The lotus face is compared to Lakshmi (glory). 

Satvato means a follower of Vishtm. 
r’f i» doubtful. ] have neodered it as an 

epithet* It It be taken as a proper name, the grammar becomes faulty 
as in line and; for it then could not coalesce into one word with the' 
epithet which follows, it would require a iya, the mark of the ffeni 
live case, as in the epithet which precedes it. 

K this inscription to the learned translator, I 

1 ^ Of epithet T-ajAdro, which occurs in 

the and line in connection with the purely Hindi name of Vishnu, fn 

Mathura inscriptions, in which the name of the 
TusUra king Vasu Deva occurs so often, I pointedly drew attention 
to this evidence of the early adoption of Hiadll names by the Indo- 
ix^thians. I then suggested the identity of this Vasu Deva of the 
coins and inscnplions with Vasu Deva the first of the four princes of 
the Kanwa dynasty, according to the lists of the Puraoas. 
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“ 1 now propose to identify the present TushSra chief Viahru with 
the yd Kaiiwa prince named Narayana. who reigned from A.D. 5? lo 
6 q This identification is corroborated by the date of Ghatotkacha. 
who. as the father of Chandra GfipU I., most have reigned from about 
A.D « to 70 . so that he and the Kanwa pnnce Narayana were 
actnally contemporaries. According to my view the Kaow_as (or 
TnshAras of India) held sway in Mathura, Delhi, and the PaujAb until 
A D 70 when their power was either subverted altogether, or much 
reduced' Lo extent by Chandra Gupta L, to whom the wnsoHdation of 
the Gfipta dominions was ceruinly due, as he is the of the race 
who assumed the title of king of kings, or MiharijAdhirija. 

“The name of TnshAm itself also appears to me to be derived from 
those Tushira princes, as its original fo,^ 

Tuskdrar&ma, or the ' Tushira Monastery,'» which was first short- 
fned to TushArAm. and then to Tushim. I conclude, therefore, that 
the neighbouring fortress of HAnrf. which in Uter times became 
the headquarters of the first MusalmAn king, Kutb-ad-d£p, have beeji 
one of the chief strongholds of the Ind-Scythiaa pnnecs in North¬ 
ern fiidia.” 


HfSSAR. 

I made a very short suy at Hissar, as the place has been 
previously examined, and described in the Archeological 

Survey Reports, Vol. V, pp. 140-[43. 

Crowning a low isolated rock a little to the north of that 
of Tosh&m, I found a medieval castle which Is said to have 
been erected by the celebrated Chohln emperor Prlthvi-Raj, 
as a kacheri or law-court, and hence it is called Prithvi.Rdj 
ka Kacheri by the Hindi-speaking people, and by the more 
Persianised folk simply Bdradart—iL modernism no doubt 
derived from the number of entrances the building displays 
exteriorly, i.e,, twelve, though in reality it possesses sixteen 
openings. Prithvi-Rdfs Kachirt is built of dressed stone and 
lime, upon two successive platforms, constructed of the same 

matmrii. The highest of these platforms rises above the lower 
7', and measures 41' from north to south, and 37' 4' from^ 
east to west, while the lower /arask or floor measures 97' 
north and south, and 61' 5* east and west. 


* I Cttild find no morujtery in iht nelji>ibf»urfiood. Bui a portion of the rtimi 
suf motmiing the inscribMl hl», which art ^ wdly regarded a» the of a 

^ort m^y rqrfaenl a immutery.—W. G* 
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The plan of ihe castle is a cross, each iving being 15' 
high and projecting 11' from the main central building, which 
is covered in by a dome, the summit of which is 30" above the 
floor of the hall and in diameter. 

The sixteen openings before mentioned are without gates 
or doors; and measure high ; four of these ate in the central 
half and therefore unseen from without, hence “ twelvc*gated," 
the modem name of this edifice, (See Plate IX,) 

The picturesque hill town of ToshAm is immediately 
managed by a tkdnaddr and six hmharddrst two of whom are 
Musalmins and four Hindis; these numbers also give the 
approximate proportion of the abstract castes of the popula¬ 
tion, apparently an honest and industrious one, the agriculturai 
section contriving to raise crops from sand hillocks in a truly 
marvellous manner, while the or merchants and bank¬ 

ers show their public spirit by constructing handsome rest- 
houses for travellers and pilgrims to Bdn Canga. Good 
examples of these rest-houses may be seen in many parts 
of this neighbourhood, eg., at the Kadisirdldi near loshim. 

I cannot close this account of Tosh&m without gratefully 
acknowledging the assistance and information rendered to me 
by the Jaina priest in charge of the modem shrine on the 
ToshAm-pahflr, called Paras NAth ka Math. This good man 
has resided here Jong, and has assumed the name of his 
tituJar divinity. 


fi.— lohArCt. 

This town is situated 36 miles to the south of Tosham 
and on the road to Jaypur. In the fort of Loh4rti, which is 
said to^ be t50 years old, there is a large mosque and the 
Naw'Ab's private dwelling. But the fort itself—a modern 
six-towered structure—possesses little to interest the archaeo¬ 
logist. 

Apparently the oldest building at LohArii is a large Sdrya 
temple, situated just outside the fort and called Sekar~band 
and there are two smaller Hindi shrines inside the town, 
which contain idols belonging to the Vaishnava sect. 
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But the buildings best seen fTom a distance, and which 
lend dignity to the exterior appearance of Lohira, are the 
nosques ; that near the bai4r being built only 19 years ago by 
a certain Captain Wazir Muhammad Beg. There are about 
350 houses proper to this qasbek, besides a number of strag- 
cling dwellings and cenotaphs {ckhatre) outside. 

In Lord Lake's time, Ahmad Bakhsh Khln, the progem- 
tor of the present Nawibs of LohArd, ruled at Ferozepore 
close by, and it is said that Lobirh was then made over 
to him for military services rendered to the British Govern¬ 
ment. Before this, however, the place belonged to, and 
was ruled by, independent Thikhrs, and was, according to 
local tradition, the scene of constant feuds and pitched battles. 
These quarrels culminated in the invasion, in V.S. i8s8= A.D. 
177a, of RAji BhopAl Singh, who, though assisted by numer¬ 
ous RAis of Singhana, Khetrf, &c., was repulsed with severe 
loss by the ThAkArs of LohArA, who ultimately slew him and 
twenty-seven of his nobles, and buried them in chab&tras which 
are still pointed out, the RAjA BhopAl Singh being interred 
in the large chubAtra, or “square mound," outside the 

town, 

A common-Iooking grave here is much esteemed and 
even worshipped by the people (especially Hindis) of LohArfl, 
This chabiitra is said to contain the remains of a dog, former^ 
)y possessed by the chief of the victorious ThAkirs, which is 
credited with having been foremost in, and home the brunt of, 
the Khetri-LohArA battle, and springing up and seizing 
the invading warriors’ throats, it is said this dog thus slew a 
large number of the enemy ; but in the end being itself slain, 
it w'as buried on this spot with beat of drum, and has since 
been an object of worship and homage. Were it not for the 
sa^^arast of NaishapAr, mentioned in KhAsrA's charming 
darvi* tales, this example of dog-worship would probably be 
unique. 

9.—NARNAUL, 

Namaul is 33 miles due west of Bawal, a station on the 
railway between Hlssar and Jay pur* It is stated that the 
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city of Naniaul was at first founded under the DhosIhiLs, 
and was ruled by the Jogts, or devotees, who enjoyed a high 
repute for their spiritual attainments. The date of the 
foundation of this city is said to be in the word Nantatii^ 
and may be ascertained by the mode of computation called 
Abjad. 

The derivation of the name of this city is related in three 
ivays 

Its name was Nahar Nauli—U., "the forest of 
tigers," because numerous tigers were to be found 
there. 

2 nd, Its name was Nar Naui^nttr meaning " woman " 
in the local pQ(&ts, and nitui** beautiful/’ because 
it is said that it contained beatitlftil women. 

3 rd.~iXs name was Ndg N&ul^—i.e.i when the city was 
founded, a mongoose was* seert fighting with a 
serpent * hence the name from ndgtit " a snake," 
and ntmal, " a mongoose." 

ft is related that subsequently Hastdl ttirkaman came to 
India with jewels in one hand and a sword in the other, and 
fought several bloody battles with the Rathors at Narraul. 
Hazrat Turkaman was killed in A.H. 5^1, t A.D/ 

The principal buildings, here are as follows r- 

The school {madraia) is one of the greatest build¬ 
ings in the city. In the above-mentioned building 
is the tomb of Hasan Sfve, great-grandfather of 
Shfir Shah. This tomb was built by Sh^r Shdh 
at an expense, I was assured, of about a fakh of 
rupees. Its date on an inscription tells us that 
it was erected in 937 A.H, by Shfir Shdh, resi- 
dent of a village called Simla; at present the 
village belongs to the Rfija of Khetrl. 


' NiwtauJ has eyer bwn rvnous for kt iftndinr Ufndht hrnnm which ts 
a rtd dye for the tips of the fingert; women often aflcet ihit habit of re^en- 
ing therr hngerf. Hence the couplet which t can rttiw remnober as havinv 
seen somewhwv, though, as I queue Frcnn memory, perhaps write inaecuraidy 
Altadhi hior agjf«rnattt JoH kidr uj Cujtift. ■'Bring Mendhi fiom Nar- 
oaiil; brrng .1 pair {t of sboetj Frum. GCirai." 
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tank and the house of Khin Sarwar, which 
were excavated and built respectively at a large 
cost, and near it is the lake of Khalil Sarwar. 
The last two buildings were erected by Naw 4 & 
Shfth and Quli Khin, Mahram Bahartoe. Thie 
Naw 4 b was the governor of Narnaul in the time 
of JalM-dd-din Akbar for fifty two years. A hand¬ 
some tomb was built by Nawib Shah Quli Kh^ 
in 9S6 A.H. This was erected by the Khin in 
his lifetime for his father. Another building, named 
TtipGtiab, or “the three-gated,'* was erected by 
the same NawAb in 997 A.H. at a large expense; 
and a JamA Masjid in the old fort was built in 9^ 
A.H. He also built a river bridge which still 
exists. Besides these, many of the buildings 
erected 1 ^ the NawAb are now in ruins, but the 
foundations of many of them still exists, as in 
the examples already mentionedi A building 
named Chattar was erected by L 4 lft R 4 i Mukand 
Sahib, MansabdAr, In ShAh JahAn's time. He 
also built a sarai in which now the court of the 
NizAmat of the MahArAja of PatlAlA is held. The 
tomb of Hazarat ShAh, NizAm at Namaui, was 
built in the time of ShAb JalAl-ud-din Akbar. It 
contains a grand mosque erected by NAr-ud-dSn 
JahAngir, and hence is called the Great Hazlra. 
On the north side, between the city and the 
village of Dharson, is a building named Chor 
Gaud, built by JaraAl KhAu, an AfghAn. 

1 shall conclude this account of the objects at Namaul 
by mentioning a Baoli which was built in the time of the 
Emperor Akbar by a person named Ali KhAn ; and another 
building, containing 9 square courtyards and having a great 
deal of marble-work, was erected by DewAn Harkant RAi. 

The visitor to Mamaul is impressed on entering the city 
by the large proportion which the ruined buildings bear to 
those ill use; whole streets appear to be tumbling down and 
f:ist decaying. 
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10.—vairAda, bairAt (VAIRATAor BHIM-GAM). 

The town of Bair^t is situated in the midst of a valley in 
the immediate'neighbourhood of Jaypur. The population of 
\h^ qasbeh, or town, of Bairit is now 1,51x1 souls, of which 
number two thirds are Hindis. But the town, which is pro¬ 
tected by a moat, contains little of interest besides the fort, 
which is comparatively modem, small; and much out of repair. 
The original htstorical town of the Pandds was more to the 
east of the valley, where there is still a ruined site called 
Bkimji-ka-gdm, or " Bhim’s village," which is said to be situ¬ 
ated on the site of the ancient city. 

It may be of service to future visitors to Batrilt here to cor¬ 
rect a misnomer,—fI allude to the name by which a prominent 

object in this valley has been called in previous accounts,_1',^,, 

'*The Pandd's Hill,” This hill is invariably called by people 
and guides, " Bhim's Hill'* {Bktmj’Ukd-dongar) or " Bhtm's 
Cave" {BhimjUkd-Cfipkd^, and never "The Pandd's Hill.” 
Though this difference is small (merely the substitution of 
the family patronymic for the proper name of one of its 
members), it is eminently calculated to confuse travellers;* it 
certainly lost some time for me in enquiring for the particular 
hill. 

With so much that is excellent already written about 
Bairit it will be difficult to add to our information concerning 
this beautiful, and perhaps unique, old vale, unless we draw a 
little on the mythological or classical account preserved by 
Parohits, Brahmans, and others- One needs to draw sparingk 
on such an account, should one's reputation for sanity be 
desirable, and so I confine myself to one single selection 
which seeks to account for the origin, or rather the migration, 
of Bhlm's Hill it is said, then, that this rugged pile of boulders 
is the offspring of GirrdJ or Givard/iatiithe celebrated mountain 
near Brindraban and Mathdra, which places formed the little 
world of the pastoral hero or incarnate deity Krishna, who is 
believed to have saved his homestead from the fury of India 

' Some of whom may xurth in viin f« a " V'dfow ” hill jf |hr fivo 

cdrbnied LrOElieTs hapfMn tp bc-pul of inind. 
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by holding the mountain suspended in mid-air (vtde Bhagvat 
PurAn, Book X), and that Bhtraji separated and carried it from 
the parent mountain to B hair At) where he bored the caves 
we now see, as a sirna, or sanctuary, for the fraternity to 
dwell in during the last year of their long banishment by the 
Kuni section of the family* A hollow near the summit is 
pointed out as that formed by Bhlm’s foot. The cavity did 
not appear to me to resemble, in the smallest degree, a foot¬ 
print, but this it would seem is a mere matter of opinion, as 
the BrAhmans then present considered it a correct impression 
of the bhtma~pada. 

On the top of Bhin^i dongar and near this supposed foot¬ 
print, are some BairAgis’ or hermits’ dwellings, and here an 
annual mild, or fair, takes place on the light fortnight, and 
of August, according to the lunar year of the HindAs, or, as 
ihey express it, Miti Bkadon^d^'-sddi, which is the anniversary 
uf the day on which Bhim’s Hill was miraculously transported 
from Govardhan to VairAda. 

Of the mins east of the present town, already mentioned 
as Bhim’s village, it will be well to give some further account, 
as these are undoubtedly the remains of the ancient city 
renowned in Hindb history as the sanctuary pf the Five Pand(k 
Brothers during a portion of their exile. 

fn the first place, the name above given (i>., Bhimgdm) 
is merely the vtdgar one of this spot, whose correct name, 
known only to a few of the more intelligent Gaur BrAhmans' 
of the neighbourhood, is VairAda with the cerebral thus- 
; I feel sure in this word we have the original form of this 
famous village's name. 

These remains are situated, as nearly as 1 could estimate, 
about half a mite due east of the present town, and consist 
mostly of conglomerate boulder ruins resting on the inner 
mountain chain which encircles the valley. The space 
lk:twcen these remains and the comparatively modem qasbvk 
is evenly strewn with broken brick and pottery all the way, 
mid as these traces of antiquity and former occupation ex- 
leiu! for a few hundred yards west of the qfisbeh, I would 
assign an area of soTW-ulmi less than three fourths of a 
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mile for the ancient city east and west. These traces are 
not clearly visible north and south, but probably the extent 
this way was about the same as the veds or educated Brdhmans 
speak of the Ckokas*fiitra Pand&^kd^ or the Rectangular 
(square?) City of Patidfls/' 

I gathered from local sources that the inscription, which 
formerly lent its name to the BijsA Pahdr near the south¬ 
west pass, was cut out from this rock bodily by an European 
in V.S. 1891. It occurred to me that this European might 
have been Lieutenant-Colonel Tod, who deprived this country 
of many of its inscriptions, that of Hinst. 

There is a massive stone band^ or reservoir (now quite 
broken), and several suit monuments and cenotaphs, some 
rather handsome, to the north-east of the Bhiin’s HUI, 


n.—AMBA OR AMBIR. 

Leaving Bairftt for Jaipur, &c., and proceeding south a 
little west, a comparatively easy mountain pass is encountered, 
crossed, and the Amlodia hills, stretching away in the direc¬ 
tion of Ghatwira, present a more extensive view than those 
of the valley of VairAda. 

The sceneiy in this locality is rendered beautifully pictur- 
esque by the countless palm groves which increase gradually 
but steadily In numbers and luxuriance with every mile tra¬ 
versed from the Amlodia range to Kot Pdtli and thence to 
Jaipur; indeed, the different, and decidedly improving, charac¬ 
ter of the scenery is marked after leaving the PanjAb to the 
north, and this Is perhaps more fully appreciated by the 
traveller who has just toiled through that province, parti- 
cularly ugly from Lahor to its southern extremity; and he is 
thankful to exchange the arid, comfonless country of the five 
nvers, wuh its dirty ill-stocked Sikh villages, brackish water 
and sandy roads, for such scenery as is found in the well- 
wooded hilly district of RAjwAra, numerously studded with 
boulder-built towns and villages, now resting in some shady 
va Icy now picturesquely running up the side of yonder rocky 

hill which probably supplied the material for the construction 

oJ the vnla^e tl beaTS. 
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GhatwAra possesses a small hill fortress perched on a 
minor brow of the Amlodia mountain system 
village of GhatwAra is built. The fort belongs to the ThAk6r 
of Cham 4 , and is said to be old. As it is 
tive of the kind of strongholds abounding here, I did f pend 

any time in examining the Ghatwara fort, than which tha of 
Achror 20 miles north of Jaipur is perhaps a better example* 
En rente from BairAt to Jaipur and about midway be¬ 
tween these places. I noticed a very smal vi lage. which, 

however, possesses a fine temple(apparently Jam), our sculp¬ 
tured and inscribed Sdit Maths, and, whaMs of infinitely 
more importance, the place is called BnddhaMn an 
bund a bas-relief of the f 

This sculpture is called Bishan-pad, or Vishnft s feet. But I 
suspect from the appearance of the temple, and the still pre¬ 
served name of this village, that BQddhasthAn « an ancient 
site where there may have formerly existed Buddhistic estab- 
lishme^its among these rocks , the hamlet only contains about 

irias^singTyeMhe ruins of Amba. one is forcibly reminded 
of the Eternal City 1 for at Amba commerce and even the arts 
appear to thrive amidst desolation. Indeed, the deserted 
capital of Dhundir may well be likened to a diminutive 
Rome. Idols, columns, bases, capitals, and ncbly-sculptur.d 
friezes lay strewn about in picturesque confusion from the 
foot to brow of the neighbouring hills, and inside the town 
itself these relics, .once portions of ternples and idol-shrmes. 
form seats and door-steps for the Kachkwakan traders and 

^“'pas^sing under the brow of fortified hills, one enters Ambir 

from the north through massive portals, the gates of which 

are covered with plates of iron and decorated by embossed 
metal panels. Further- on, an infinity of rums are passed ere 
the inhabited portion of the toi^-n is reached. Let it not, 

however, be imagined that these ruins are altogether tenant- 

less, for. inhospitable as they appear—doorless, windowless, 
roofless, and. in many instances, without walls— nooks and 
comers are found by the lower classes and converted into 
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The town proper once reached^ the crowd thickens and ap¬ 
proaches the density of cities ; here, too, are some fine old 
buildings intact, the most noteworthy being a Saivite temple ot 
stone* magnificently sculptured in every part| '^'from parapet 
to basement/* This shrine is situated in close proximity to 
the Darogah^s house, itself remarkable for its elaborately 
stuccoed pagoda-Jike facade, which is neatly decorated in 
fresco ; but this, with many other buildings, of course belong 
to a much later date than the first-mentioned stone temple 
Further still to the south, we pass out of the present town, 
when* excepting the handsome palace* tank* and repaired 
fortifications, all is ag^in niin^ until the well-constructed road 
leading over the hills into Jaipur is approached. 

Having started from Achror with the intention of march* 
ing^ into Jaipur, whither my forward tents had preceded me, 

1 did not stay long at Amba, and in these few notes taken 
eft much has doubtless escaped my ob5en>'ation- I* 

however, rambled for a few hours over these extensive remains 
and revetted my inability to examine them more minutely. 
Amba is described in Voh II, p. 350* of the Archeological 
Survey Reports. 


1^.—JAIPUR, 

I a very short stay at the modem Jaipur, which 

city IS uninteresting archaeologically, and, in the rigid an¬ 
gularity of lu plan* excessively ugly, the roads are preten- 
tiously paved along the centre with slabs of stone, and this is 
very bad for carriages. Matters are not by any means im¬ 
proved by the universal coat of pink-colour wash (often ren¬ 
dered more hideous and paltry by floral ornamentations in 
whitewash) which the buildings cir m^se appear to have 
received. Everything inside this city, then* smacks of brand- 
newness, bad taste, and a hankering after European character¬ 
istics. 

Extramurally we are no better off, for there is litileof inter, 
est to see; therefore, after putting in train the arrangements 
lor my intended visilto Ranthanibhaur, a fortress in this State 
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of Jaipur (as special State permission is necessary ere this fort 
can be examined), I started for Ajmir. 

i3_ajm£r. 

The etymology of this name has already been fully dis¬ 
cussed. Ajmir is most probably derived from Aja, *' a goat, 
and according to Hindi theology, a sacred mountain in 

the Himalayas; but has since been contracted into simply 
mir and applied indlscnminatcly to hill, mountain, or 
range of mountains. The city of Ajm6r is sufficiemly close 
to the great Aravali range to have acquired the suffix, com¬ 
mon enough in such cases, of jnSr; and the long, narrow strip 
of land forming the district of AtSnadra probably owes its 
name also to these mountains,—" the neighbourhood 
(icdrff) of ** mountains “ {mim), 

Mir has obviously the same significance as nir, often 
similarly applied to other place names (the nasal following 
easier certain consonants than the labial in certain spoken 
dialects),— Bhainir is much easier pronounced than 
would be Bhatrnfir. 

To the nomadic origin ol Ajinferj toOj its nairte afTords a 
ready clue. 

As a field for archaologlcai exploration, Ajmfir has been 
" oft ploughed and well ploughed," and though it could not 
complain of neglect In this respect were it suffered to lay 
fallow awhile, 1 have availed myself of the opportunity afforded 
to me during a short sojourn here to add my humble quota 
of information to the already ample stock accessible on the 
subject. 

It is well known that, as far back as the reign of James 
L, Ajmfer afforded matter for European annotation and com¬ 
ment, and thus in the Journal of Sir Thomas Roe, the 
famous envoy from the court of that monarch to the Great 
Mughal, JehAngir, we have several most interesting, if some¬ 
what quaint, descriptions, and valuable topographical details. 
At .a much later period Colotiel Tod examined the place to 
excellent purpose/ 


^ To-d'i Weitfm lndk. 
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Later still the architectural remains were critically ex¬ 
amined and reported on by General Cunningham,* 

The authorities have sanctioned a certain sum of money 
which has been expended on a partial restoration of the 
large mosque known as the Arhai-din-ke-Jhapri. Works 
of this nature cannot be conducted with too much care, 
and it is a want of this care that has rendered the very 
word " restoration/’ as applied to many buildings in India, 
equal to "demolition." These restorations, then, have not 
been happy.* 

In support of my view, I will content myself with a few 
notes on the most glaring errors of commission and omis¬ 
sion. 

The repairs of the relieve inscriptions and ornamenta¬ 
tion on the facade seem to have been regarded as of more 
importance than the completion of the broken-off mindrs 
crowning the building proper; the mtadr towers of the 
cloisters, which are daily becoming lower, appear to have 
been totally ignored. 

The original work on the facade is of a pleasing buff 
colour :* the repairs have been carried forward with white lime t 
thus covering the somewhat imposing frontage with white 
spots, as though it had Just weathered a heavy snow*-stornt. 
These mortar-patches, which might have been Jeft for the 
last work, if they were necessary at ail, are rough and uneven, 
nor can the facade of this building be " restored " back again 
to the condition in which the modem architect found it; for 
the lime has far too firm a hold on the time-honoured work 
it defaces to allow of any such benevolent scheme being put 
in practice now. 

The roof of the ArAat-dtn^ke-^Aoprt has been covered 
with a most astonishing and heterogeneous collection of 
temple s$jri$ or Le., the cogg-wheel-shaped orna¬ 

ments which surmount the sikrts, or " steeples/’ of Hind6 
temples; these appear to have been planted about wherever 

^ ArthKiopuJ Reports; Vol. Up pp. 352— 

1175*76 thfl Cwernmeni sanctiwied ^14^ (or ihw mioradani. 
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caprice dictated, and assuredly do not improve the appear¬ 
ance of this ill-used building. 

One of the minor architraves (that near the centre 
is quite 8 ' out of its true horizontal position, but I could 
not learn whether this too is a part of the restorations ; most 
probably it is. The south-end cupola is at present lying m 
many fragments in the courtyard of this mosque, while the 
ceiling from which it fell admits freely the sun’s rays, being 

open in the centre to the sky. , , 

But the most lamentable instance of unappreciative ne¬ 
glect is the condition of the outer cloisters of this mosque in 
the centre- These cloisters, together with their ongmally ull 
minarets, furnish a monument of Musalmin architectural 
adaptation that should by every possible means be preserved 
and rendered permanent- L'nhappily time and ages of neglect 
combined have brushed away more than two thirds of the 
graceful minaret on the north-east, and quite half of its 
fellow on the south-east comer of the cloisters j and these 
minarets, when i last visited Ajmfir and measured them from 
ihe road, stood 34 ' 7 " high respectively, being 

14" 9’ in girth at their bases. The exquisitely -designed 
fluting and ornamental bands still extant, of these columns, 
may be seen In Plate X, where I have endeavoured to pre¬ 
serve a record of all that remains of the least broken MUtdr. 

The cloisters have fared even W'orse than their minarets. 
Here the only bit of original work exists on the south side 
of the courtyard, and comprises, in all, 164' of these build- 
incs* ifi three disjointed pieces i and as the total lengt o t e 
cmirtyard this way and west) is 264' S', the portion 

uncovered by cloisters now missing is iQo' 6', thus : 

Contmeneittg /rem the ineit fndt 
I St part 83' of anciettl cloistered walling. 

3rd f, 26' „ ,r «■ 

Sth „ 55' IP ii » 


Total. 164’ 
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3 nd part 31' of bare space, 

4‘I' I. Ji' H » 

6tli „ 4B 3 jj pp pp 


Total, too' 


Although some hideous barrack-like sheds have been 
constructed to the east of the courtyard, absolutely nothing 
has been done to repair the last fragments that remain of 
a richly*c1oistered courtyard which would hold its own with 
that of the Ku|b Masjid at Delhi. 

I observed some new buildings still in embryo^ and evi¬ 
dently intended for new versions of the old cloisters to the 
north-west comer of the quadrangle. But these are smaller 
and even more ill-formed than the eastern sheds before alluded 
to. Little of these cloisters remains to guide us, it is true, 
but if taken in time this little would suffice for their effective 
restoration—I should say, re-building; for before we can re¬ 
store to the ^eat mosque at Ajm&r its cloisters, almost three 
angles of the entire quadrangle must be rebuilt, for, as al¬ 
ready shewn, only 164 is left of their original extent of 770', 
allowing a deduction for the entrance to the east and the 
space proper to the mosque on the west. So far, however, 
from any action being taken for their conservation, the well- 
dressed stones, of which the old cloisters are built, daily 
become fewer, and for this fact I can personally vouch, as 
J lately visited the cloistered walling thrice, and, between my 
first and last visit, distinctly marked the disappearance of 
at least four large dressed stones which proj'acted like irre^ 
gular teeth from three broken and rugged edges of the only 
existing (south) piece of this precious relic. A like process 
of unchecked peculation lias already cleared away three fourths 
of this old cloistered monastery, leaving not the vestige of a 
trace to mark its former course, and, if permitted to continue, 
it is no difficult matter to predict that what is left to us will 
shortly be exhausted to provide building materials for the 
rapidly growing city of Ajm^r. In short, these cloisters, 
which formed the most extensive part of the Ajm^r mosque, 
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and which ate coveted with masons’ marks of very early 
dale and specially intereating to the archaiologist on that 
account, are regarded as a lawful quarry whence finely-dressed 
Stones of all dimensions can be removed and appropriated 

ad libitum f . , 1. 1 ■ 

I secured a photograph of all that remains of the cloisters 

from the south-west angle to the centre of the south side of 
the courtyard (exactly 13a"). and, by repeating this, a true 
idea of their present state may be gleaned, though the piece 
still standing to the east of the large domed building is only 
from 3' to 4' in height, so that in the photograph which I have 
prepared for future use (scale 6' to i*) we have virtually 
all that exists. 

The first piece of cloistering stands at present ai'' above 
the courtyard floor inside, and 40^ above the road-leve! out¬ 
side * the third piece, measured similarly inside and outside, 
is 15*' and 3S" high respectively. These dimensions are com- 
menced from the western, or mosque, end of the courtyard, 
and, I need scarcely say, are the mean of several measure- 
mentfi taken* 

The thickness of the solid portions of these cloisters is 
6'; that of the monastic dwellings may be judged from the 
elevations, as they are invariably square, and hence their 
depth north and south Is the same as their width west and 
east shown in the elevation. 

From the ArhaUdin^ke-Jhapri to the old fortress of 
T4ragarh the road leads through a portion of Indragarh, 
which is the oldest locality here, and is said to have been the 
site of the first city. 

Here we have the tomb of the celebrated Muhammadan 
saint, Hazrat KhwAja Muen-fid-din Chushti, with all its 
surroundings,—metal caldrons for preparing the feasts 
in, &c.^ This tomb it is that lends to the place whatever 
sanctity it may have in the eyes of Muhammadans, and the 
entoml^d KhwAja has retained his popularity to the present 
day in a most remarkable manner. That he was formerly 
popular, and that attention to his ntanes was fashionable in 

I Sc* this aiuiount sniinl this ft&tivc teremony in iht fSljpAUiia Cazclltcr. 
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the early Mughal days, is evidenced by the fact that botti 
HBmjtybn and his illustrious son Akbar were amongst the dis-> 
tioguished pilgrims who visited this tomb. The Persianised 
name of the pUce, much affected by Musalmins,— I'e., Ajmir 
Sharif^Q\^' the holy Ajmfir/’—also owes its existence entirely 
to'this much-venerated sepulchre. 

The ascent to the fort is gradual, and an excellent 
road for pedestrians is provided the whole way, and, long 
before reaching the fort, several isolated tombs and minor 
shrines may be seen from the road; The tombs, I understand, 
are, for'the most part, those of the unlucky Muhammadan 
invaders who were doomed never to see the fort their com* 
rades ultimately took, but to die by defensive RA|pbt arms 
on the way. 

f spent two days on TAragarh, or " the star citadel," and 
that barely sufficed to enable tne to supplement the existing 
accounts of the celebrated fortress with the following scraps 
of information. 

Is it among things generally known that TAragarh pos¬ 
sesses exactly 9 portals, 4 major and 5 minor ones, each having 
a local name proper to itself? If it is, I think the «}taci number 
of bastions surrounding this fortress (1.^., 16) with their posi¬ 
tions according to the local designation of each {for even these 
have separate names] is not. 

On first hearing the.name hurriedly pro¬ 

nounced, I thought that it may have been derived from that 
of Appa or Jai-appa^ the famous Maharatta general, whose 
visits to AjmAr must have been rather frequent. But on 
further enquiry 1 found that the name, in the spoken bhdkfm, 
signifies the bastion commanding both " this and that side" of 
the mountain ravines. Agsxti, Hakdni-Bakdni Sayed Sdkah- 
ka-bdrj may possibly be a mere corruption of AJthmdn Saiyed^ 
Sdhabdn-he-bdrj\^ or " the bastion of the Saiyed brothers," 
who virtually ruled India on the decline of the Mughal 
authority, and whom Tod calls, in his shrewd way, " the 
Warwicks of India." * 

^ Mom cofTKlty Spiyycj 

■ Tod^i Rijisfhin« 
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On the road to Tlragarh, the city o^f Ajm^r is passed 
through, after which the mosque of Arkaudin-ke-yh&prt and 
Indragarh can be taken en rotiie to the fort. After ascending 
the admirable winding road for a considerable distance the 
Lakshmtpol, or "gate of wealth" (one of the few old HindO 
names left), is reached ; the second gate is much broken, its 
roof having fallen in, and hence it is known far and wide as the 
PhAh-^&rmisah, or the " broken gate ; " the third gateway 
(exterior) is called Gdg&di-ki-phdiak; the fourth, Gh&ngai 
{or Ghdngas)‘‘kt~i(irsdsah I and Fitiiek-darvfdsahf 

or " the gate of victory," in gaining which so many brave 
warriors have perished. 

The victory gate is the principal entrance to TAragarh, and, 
with the exception of a small postern {kkirkt) which leads 
thr&ugk the ccfitre of the fourth bastion (counting eastwards 
from the FutieA-darwdsak), is the only one used. It can very 
easily be rendered inaccessible. 

The remaining portals are to the north-west, and serve 
to guard the road from the plains across the first and lowest, 
to the second semi-circular road on the range above, which 
continues its southerly course as far as the fortifications 
thrown across the northern edge of a deep ravine on the west 
side of TAragarh. 

The first-named gateway—;.e., that nearest the plains—is 
called Bhdvani-pot, " goddess’ gate," another of the old names 
so rare here; the second, Hatia-poi, " elephant’s gateand 
the third, Ar^kot-ke-danod^ah^Qt "the gateway of the covered 
fortifications," beyond which is a deep valley now partially 
cultivated. 

Counting eastwards from the principal gateway, which is 
]!ttc Fatteh-dar^deah, the first three bastions take their names 
from the exterior portals already mentioned, stM., Gkdngat or 
Ghdngat'ke-dansdsah^ from which its approximate bastion 
is called Gkdngat or Gkdngas-ke-bftrj; Gdgadt-ke-pAdfakf 
from which its approximate bastion is called Gdgadi-ke^btirj / 
and Phuta*darmdsah^ from which its neighbouring bastion 
takes the name of Phdta^b&rj. But all the remaining bas¬ 
tions have separate names. The fourth bastion on this side 
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(that called Bdla-kiitah-bdrJ) Is situate close to wfiat f 
understand to be a clergyman's residence, as it Is c-illed 
“ Pidrt Sdhab-ka-hangalchi“ the fifths Singdr-Chaitri-bdr]^ 

near the Deputy Commissioner’s house; the sixth, Ar^pdr-ke- 
aita^ and the seircnth {yand-tiaii^ke^bdrj), ^ic near the mil- 
way buildings; the eighth bastion, called Ptph^wdila^&tlr/, is 
situated near the tank called Bara-jhdla the ninth, or 
Bahardni Shafiid*Sdhab-ka~hilrj^ is near the celebrated tomb 
of this martyr and also in close proximity to another Musal- 
min’s dargdhi the tenth bastion of the main or inner wall, 
called Daura~hdrj\ is almost on the track which leads to the 
NasSrAbid road ; the eleventh (also of the main circumvalla- 
tian), called Bandra-bdrj, is flanked on the north-west by a 
deep ravine and on the south-east by a large idndor " tank ■" 
the twelfth bastion, called fmh-wd//a*bdrj\ is near the palace of 
PiUha Bofii, or " the angry queen," and also near the pleasure 
garden of the Emperor JahAngir, called Ndr-ches/imeh, or‘'the 
fountainof light;" the thirteerrthbastion takes its name \puiiei~ 
bur/) from the adjacent and pnnctpal gate of the citadel 
ft only remains to mention the three bastions on the forti¬ 
fied promontory which juts out of the main fortress to the 
west, and we shall have the situations of all the gates and bas¬ 
tions of TAragarb fixed by their local bearings* The bastion 
standing on the extremity of this promontory (and which we 
may call the fourteenth of TAragarh, though it Is really the 
first of these outworks) is calledand overlooks the 
deep ravine through which runs a road leading to NasirAbAd ■ 
the fifteenth bastion, or that called //akdfii-bajtdFu-Saiyed. 
Sdhub-ka-bdrj\ overlooks a line of rugged rocks amongst wliich 
are two kdnds or water reservoirs; while the sixteenth and 
concluding bastion, called Imh^iodlla.bdri, is partly over- 
shadowed by an old tamarind tree \Tamarindur indka) from 
which it takes its name. 

1 obtained these names from an old MusalmAn who was bom 
onTAragarh, and has continued to live there since his birth 
Indeed, he is apparently the only man who knows all these 
names, having professedly made it a point to remember them 
Several natives In the hamlet near the Futteh^hdrj recollect 
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a few of the more promineni of these old names, but wholly 

fail with regard to some of the more obscuTe gates and a//the 

bastions to the south, which are perhaps the most interesting. 
There can be little doubt, then, that my old infomant, who 
belongs more to the past than present generation. « poured 
with fn exceptional memory, and that, when he shall have 
passed away, he wHll cany many of these names with him. 

^ It would hardly be credited from its meagre appearance 
that the small village on TAragarh contains 8o dwellings and 
500 inhabitants; yet such are the numbers with which my 
enquiries on the subject were answered. 

Before closing these notes on Ajm^r, I will tnention a 
highly interesting discovery which is due to the ^le mvesti- 
gations made by Mr. Sandford of the f^ilway Department 
here I allude to a pillared stone chamber which, from its 
generally massive construction and the heavy-disproportion¬ 
ately heavy—capitals of its supporting columns, must 
to the Hindfi period, and. therefore, is unique, for with the 
exception of this single building 1 do not know of any HindQ 
structure on TAragarh, The small, modem village temples, or 
such buildings as have been constructed from the spoils ot 
Hindft buildings by Muhammadan agency, are, of course, not 
taken into consideration. 

A similar Hindft building exists inside the fortifications 
now called '' the Magazine" near the city of Ajmfir, and in both 
these rare examples the capitals bear a strong resemblance in 
outline to each qther and remind one of the PersepoUun 
capitals. I have said that the resemblance rests in the ouime, 
and here it ceases, as no animals have been represented. But 
the bare proportions are sufficiently striking to warrant t e 
comparison, and these capitals appear as though the sculptor 
had blocked them out as a preliminary step before embel¬ 
lishing them with dual figures of lions, centaurs, or bulls on 

either side. . ■ - j 

The ancient stone chamber on TAragarh is situated t>e- 
hind. or to the west of, a range of barracks, and therefore 
remains quite concealed until the barracks are entered and 
passed through, when it is exposed. The floor of this chamber, 
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which h of stone slabs, ts found to be considerably below the 
level of the present barrack buildings. Stepping down to the 
floor, the chamber is found to be a flat-roofed, celMIke apart¬ 
ment containing 30 pillars of stone, each 1 1 feet high, which 
gives us also the height of this chamber interiorly; the ex¬ 
terior height being 14 feet i inch, and by a comparison of 
these two dimensions we may conclude the stone roof to be 
3 feet [ Inch in thickness. The interior length (north and 
south) of this room is 46 feet 3 inches, and its breadth 
interiorly 20 feet 3 inches. Measured from outside, these 
dimensions become 50 feet 2^ inches and 24 feet aj inches 
for length and breadth respectively, so that the thickness of 
wall throughout must be i foot ttf inches. 

There were formerly 32 pillars in this ancient stone cham* 
her, but 3 of these have been extracted of fate years for 
some purpose of utility connected with the soldiers* accom. 
modation. Kora similar reason, I understand, three openings 
or skylights have been made in the flat roof above the last or 
western row of columns, and these must have been sorely 
needed, for, even with their aid, the chamber is poorly lighted 
and ventilated. The pillars in this chamber are arranged In 
four rows running longitudinally, and having originally S pillars 
to each row. But of these 3a pillars, 2 have been extracted 
from the second row, as one passes by the eastern doorway 
through the barracks. These pillars are squares of j foot 
side or 4 feet in circuit, for 3 feet above the floor-level 
(from which 10 inches must be deducted for their angular 
bases), above which they are octagons of 3 feet 7 inches cir. 
cuit for a space of 5 feet, and the remaining 3 feet of the 
above-named height of 11 feet is made up by their massive 
capital. There are here three doorways and seven window 
openings, each 7 feet and 4 feet high respectively, and dis- 
tributed over the chamber as follows ;—■ 

(t) Doorway In the centre of each of the sides, and 

(3) windows at each end of the east, west, and south 


* Tlie chamber h iim? a pari of the tnodern ha4Tackj ta ^hich the mvilid 
soldiers resort dunng^ tb. ^^rm montlw, on account irf ibe flovvlion and othw 
MtJ Ltary of Tfl ^ 
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faces; ihe north face having only one small window 
opened in the centre, 

In front of the barracks which mn along the eastern face 
of tWs early stone chainber. 1 observed a few broken sculp* 

'rexr:;?. 

“”o ; a'd tLsa .a^a - said have «ood 
* i T4rt(^arh in good stead when 

»Vir. several former possessors ot J aragarn in gou 

.hey aere bcie^ed aad de„^ “"LThe^ 

MeCa™ ardTovmaXa courtyard betwi*. the barrack 

’“"^Nobody seems to know for what purpose this chamber 
was^used by its builders, though a general belief ^xist^n 
T^earh that it was a or dei»dn (ciyi law court) 

and fhis is quite probable, for one cannot well imagine us 
construction for a dwelling, as it must have 
comfortless, and cold in the days of yatsaldeva,' and, thou£ 
any alterations to such archaeological relics is ^ 

deprecated, I confess the skylights lately made m the roof 
and before mentioned are a decided T^k g 

all into consideration, I venture to think that hrs chamber 
was originally designed for a public budding of some kmd, 
either a law court, assembly room, or hospital. . . j 
Thu conaruction of the rroUo of Tiragarh ™ 

much of that employed iir the trans-lndos country. In bo 
Tea the wall i, necessarily vety massive, ™ ' 

material, and occupies more space thar. 
class of masonry resorted to. The pnnciple on 
walls are erected seems to be a very slovenly one, and t 
cxleriot appearance is decidedly irregular and nnworkm^- 
like ■ white the durability and strength are alAe unpaired. 
Each wall is hr reality two walls, each generally atenl 18.«!«» 
thick, built with mottat and boulders, some of which are part,- 
ally dressed and others wholly undressed, lor 1 have ^ 

both descriptions used indiscriminately. These oulc 
stand'apart, leaving an aperture between, wdiich ™nes a^ 
cording to th,i thickness finally retpjired, hen these 
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outer sheil-like wails are ready, the space between is forth¬ 
with filled up by stones of all shapes and sires, tumbled in 
pell-mell from above, often without any mortar preparation 
whatsoever; shales, or wedges of stone, are then inserted 
from without wherever a gap or interstice U seen. In the fort¬ 
ress of Ajm^r, however, I noticed a favourable, though but 
partial, departure from this method, and here the circumvalla- 
tion is commenced almost invariably on a sandstone basts, 
formed of carefully squared and dressed blocks of sandstone, 
which often attains nearly one fifth of the w'all’s entire height, 
but the line is irregular horizontally, being in some places 
higher, in others lower, and in too many places the sand¬ 
stone blocks are omitted altogether- It occurred to me 
at one time that these blocks are all that remain of the earli- 
est or original fortifications; and that the superstructure 
belongs to a later period; but this theoiy is hardly tenable, 
and it would be somewhat hypercritical at this time of day 
to burden Taragarh with any more periods. It Is possible 
that the first and original fort was entirely built of such sand¬ 
stone blocks as now form the basis of its circumvallation, 
but, seeing that the rubble-work is undoubtedly of Hindi 
or^in, were we to insist on a sandstone structure for the 
original one, how maJiy " periods " should we have ? An early 
Hindi period ; a later Hindi period ; a Muhammadan period ; 
and a British period I So, until this age of discovery shall 
provide some tangible theory to the contrary, I will be con¬ 
tent to regard this sandstone basis as coCval with the super¬ 
structure, and merely a favourable departure to the mode 
of constructing these old walls. 

With the exception of those already mentioned, the archi¬ 
tectural objects which still exist on Tiragarh are few. 

The Moslem and minor durgahs of Baharam Shahid and 
others are characteristic examples of Mughal architecture 
and that of earlier Moslem epochs. The gateway of the 
former is even an imposing structure, and near to this build¬ 
ing, which the natives in a strange confusion of tongues per¬ 
sistently call Pir-pddri-ka-dutgdf is a cemetery containing 
three hundred graves, in which the unsuccessful Muhammadan 
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invaders of TAragarh are interred in regular lines. 

also a few fragments of sculpture in and near to the hamlet 

TbVSy of Aimer is in latitude 26" a6' 30', and longitude 
74* 39' 31'^ It is 677 miles from Bombay and 232 by raiU 

^^^n^helStified buildings now called 
already mentioned that we have an early Hindd building, 
is at present hearHIy laden with lime, the result of countless 
Ltings of whitewash, which have been almost ^^^ccessful in 
disguislg its antiquity in the t"^tter of filling up and com- 
pletely hiding any carvings it may bear, T^e wor o 
ordinate magistracy or tahsii is now came 
fine old building, which has been so ill-treated by the white- 
washers, and labelled “ The Tahsii “ will, it is to be hoped 
do good public ser%'ice for many years to come. 
of this - Magazine/' which looks citywards, has been identjhed 
with that mentioned by Roe. and up to the i^ndow of which 
that gentleman was obliged to climb on scaffolding, in order 
to interview the Emperor Jahingir. If we except its enhanced 
extent. AymGr is much as Roe left it. The dam, or ban^ 
■■ whose head is made of stone, in show exceeding strong, 
near which he was encamped, and the bursting of which occa¬ 
sioned so much well-described danger, can still be traced. In¬ 
deed, nearly the whole range of buildings along the Ana Sagar 
existed in those days, and several existed long before. The 
DauIat^B&gk and NurMwiak still flourish, though In less 
degree than in the days of the "Conqueror of the Universe. 

I made it a point to examine these most interesting scenes, 
and feel confident that no traveller’s time will be wasted m 
doing likewise; on the contrary, it is most refreshing to visit 
these obiects, long since described by a man like Sir Thomas 
Roe, in whose Journal the state|of India in the seventeenth 

century is so vividly presented. 

In addition to the remains already enumerated, I found 

an exquisitely-sculptured tomb of white marble; the perforated 

* Journal Sir T. Roe(ste eauact further on). 

■ jahingir* 
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screens surrounding the sarcophagus of this tomb are equal in 
workmanship to anything I have seen, and the marble is of 
the finest quality* In plan this mausoJeum is a quadrangle of 
15 I Sides, or 60' 4' in circuit. It is 9' 5* high above Its 
marble platform, or basement (which is itself 4' 6J*' high and 
laS' in circuit), thus making up a total height of 13^ nj'. 
There are two minirs in a more or Jess broken condition in front 
of the tomb. A curious feature of this sepulchre is that the 
steps leading from the ground to the floor of the marble plat- 
form are not in front of the main entrance, but on one side - 
no reason for this is obvious. ‘ 

There is another tomb in the same enclosure (the Ajmtr 
Sarai)t which I afterwards heard was that of a NawAb, Abdulta 
Khin, originally of Banda, in the North-Western Provinces, 
whose wife is entombed in the sepulchre of white marble 
above described. 

Sir Thomas Roe, ambassador of James f., arrived at Ajmfir 
on 33rd December 1613, and on the roth January 1616 pre¬ 
sented himself at Jahingir’s court and delivered his creden- 
^aJs. The following passages are extracted from Sir Thomas 
Roe's Journal, and as they possess a local interest J have 
jnserted them here^ 

the fort now called the 
M^g^ine,” and the attendants on his court seemed to have 
lived in extemporised houses outside the city wall, in the 
space between the DauJat BAgh and the Madar hill. When 
JahAng^r left AjmAr for Mandar, he gave orders to set firA 
to al the Laskiar or camp at Ajmer, to compel the people 
to follow, and the order was duly executed. 


I into a 

plain before bis gate, and shows bimseH to the common people. One 
^y went to attend him j f found him at ihe window, and^went up 
on the scafloid ouder bim. On two tresseU stood two eunuchs, with 

favors and rt«ived many presents; what he bestowed was let down 
by a silk, rolled on a taming instrument: what was given hjm. a 
venerable, fat, deformed old matron, hung with gymbals, like an 
image, pluclced up al a bole. With such another due at one side in 
a Window were his two principal wives, whose curiosity made them 
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break little holes in a grate 5®*^igdgment, never 

On Tnn.d.y. « »■“.''''f" Jj,', 

3rs errer.-sr * 

suck a= Sir ThomanBoedesenb^ 

The next descnption is of a place, general y 

Nuc chaskma, at the back ol the „„ only 

tarns and tanks arc Vn a cuinous stale, and the place j 

be reached with difficulty, as o yore. # ii, vintf’a 

‘T“ t'’AS'Xn'^'^rmilts frirAfler^^^ betvi'«n two 

rk.'r;r 

H, the faun a ^ ^ «rdeii, with five founUins, two great tanks, 

stone . a handbome ga Inaccessible, but 

nne thirty steps above the other. 1 y ^ 

whom he describes as possessed of more courtesy an 
standing than all his countrymen. 

,4.-NAGAPCRfi:. nAgor, or nAga dOrga. 

From Ajmfer I struck across 85 miles of the Mirwir coum 
try in the direction of Bikanlr, t\c., north by west, 
v?sit Niger, or, as it is generally spelt, Ndgaur,^ old MArwirt 
city, hitherto absolutely unexplored, as regards its 
«l/al aspect, on account of its Isolated position and the d.^ 
Lssingly sandy roads by which it is approached, 
has rot that I know of. been visited by Europeans; certainly 
no one has described it, and indeed Europeans have little occa- 
sion to go near the place unless they are very 
niversing the Indian oasis, or of visiting Rikanlr; the or 
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ts certainly not a popular undertaking, and the Jit tie Hindu 
State ol Blkanir possesses still fewer attractions for Euro¬ 
peans. 

The local authorities at NAgaur, however, informed me 
that within their recollections some European merchants bad 
passed through Nigaur, carrying with them sundries for 
Bihantr, and from the names of this Jsrang' party, which they 
preserved, I conclude that they must have been Germans. 
But they ^ote nothing of NAgaur, and if they did, it has not 
been published. It may, therefore, be said that my visit to 
NAgaur broke new ground. 

Between AjmAr and NAgaur the country offered nothing of 
sufficient interest to induce me to make any halt, and with the 
exception of Pashkar, where there are a couple of fair stone 
temples, may be described as destitute of architectural fea¬ 
tures, whether antique or otherwise, albeit sdti^ tablets and 
pillars abound; but these are so common in RAjptttanA that 
one ceases to notice them after being a short time in the 
country, and I contented myself with impressions of the in¬ 
scriptions on a few of the oldest examples. 

At Kflchfira, about two marches from NAgaur, I observed 
some stone circles, which measured from la to [5 feet in dia¬ 
meter, but the peasants informed me that their occurrence 
was due to a favourite recreation of the RAjpdt youth called 
tdhar or emdro. This game—the mention of which quickly 
divested these circles of a mystical, or indeed any other signifi¬ 
cance, and which may perhaps account for the origin of 
such drcles in other parts of India—is played in the following 
manner: A sufficient number of large stone botdders (some 
of which would take a strong man to lift) are first arranged in 
a circle, and this circus is called dhdnnf, " a small village 

’ Ut«nlly ofaith." Destruction of human life by meant of fifg, wheiher ihr 
victim be a dcfud«d Hindft wieto* « a nonconfoimln » Chrbiianiiy. icemi to 
have been regarded as*'tu act of faith" in theraiparti of the wit the 

happily Jong strKC ataliihedL VVe had thought that sid, had b«en 
abotiihed, but I read in a Pan jib print lonw weelu ago tJvii ihii dreadful nre- 
mony hai been performed by a thikir’t representatives in Umira, a dependency of 
the Jaipur State. The^of^enoe, for » such a ibiai "act of fatth" no* regarded 
by our lei^iiiature, was promptly reported to the Governor General by tfJs Excef- 
leney’s Agent for KijpSilna, and the culprits have bnn duly punished, 
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the young shepherds then heave smaller stones Into this mock 
laU°“»d «one fells n=«=st the c««t. d thscjrcfe, 

S it is said, tha fettasl cattfe of tha y-lUg. a™ kef*, 
can^ advaotaga ovar his fallows. 
game is ol very early origin, and it is locally said to be one 
of tS/iV«,orfield sports, of the pastoral mcarnation 
The foundation of the city of Nlgaur is 
to Rai Bisal, who was sent for that purpose by R 4 ja Pnlhrt 
Singh of Delhi, the lAst Chohin emperor, and the fo lowing is 
the local tradition concerning its founding. 1 
a manuscript prepared for me by the Plrrida, or chief Mftllah, 

of N&gaur:— 

“The spot on which Nigaor dty is built, was originally wild 
forest sod waste lands. There was a tank named BatSumad, or 
- the Solar OceaUp* on the height near the Ackhas gate. There wm a 
creat jnnBle here, and Pirthvt Ri)a of Delhi, when he heard alwut 
this iungle, sent those of hia horses which were lean and sick to 
this spot in order that they should gmie and become strong j the 
jjrass of these pastures being famed for its beneficial effects on the 
condition of horses. The shepherds of a city named Karm N4gaur 
situated 3 koi from Nigaur (jic.—that is the present Nigaur), used 
to send Ihcir animals here for grazing purposWy and It happened 
thatj out of thesCs one owe wis separated from ita Fellows and 
birth to a lamb under a tree. A wolf came to eat the lamb, but the 
ewe fought with the wolf like a lion, and the latter running away, the 
lamb was saved and the shepherd took back the ewe to his flock. 
This singular occurrence was reported to RAja Phthvi^ who thereupon 
sent SafdAr Rai Bisal, of the PaodraJI estate, w ith orders to build the 
city of Mflgaur and drive a peg into the ground with a view to secure 
a hrm and safe spot, as His Majesty considered the augury’of the con¬ 
quest of the ewe over the wolf as most propitioua. In obedience to 
his sovereign's commands Rai BIsaJ went there and cominenced erect¬ 
ing a fort and a city, and named the latter Nawa Shahar, or Nlgor, 
and both these names are still used. The date ol the foundation of 
the city is 8t>8* Saka Samvat, and Ra: Bisal lived 6o years here in the 

> According W local tradition, Hai Bisal was ywrs of age when charged by 
the Iasi Ct»hin empenif to found Nt^aur, and, as Kal Bisal is said to have lived 
in, and govpined, Nisaur for do yearsj he must have retained his trust under llie 
GhAcaf kinpTi of Dfliti long after the einpire bad passed from ibe bands of hii 
former ^T^T-rcigTi PrithvI Hija, whoonty reigned years alit>gether. Thitcbange 
fii n™ii r ccHiinti, for Rai Bisal^ change of religion from Hinduism fu tslim. 
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time of Hu^mt Hami^-Ad-dfn RihSui^ who came from Rihin and 
whose shrine is on a tank* Huzrut Hamid-fid-dfn NAgaurl had «^inc 
ID the lifetime of HamM-ud«di'D RehSni| while there was no h4tihatiti- 
inadan there^ and hence these two men were the first MusaimAns who 
visited Nigaur.* He (Hamid-iOld-diD RehAnlJ it was who finat jneulcated 
there the doctrine of IslAnii and converted^ amongst others^ Rai Bisal 
to the Muhammadan faith. Rai Bisal was thence called SultAn Zirak 
and his agent was named Rai lAl. He also erected a mosque.* Dwriog 
this time HoxrMt KhwAja Mohi^z-^'&d-dto [j/Cl] went to Ajm^fr and 
ShahAb-i^d-dln Ghorf to Delhi. Huirut Cbishtii w'hosc shrine is at 
NAgaur, was descended from Huzrtit Umar^ and was the successor of 
Huzrut Khw'Aja Mohizz-iQd-dfn* of He came to NAgaur in 

Sam vat 1233, about 6oj years ago, and died on 2gih of Rabiul-Akbar 
^*^3 (A*H.). The door and the compound of the shrine were rebuilt 
by Muhammad Ahl, son of Tughlak ShAh, tn 630 A H. Shams^Ad-dm 
Ghort^was king at the time when Huzrut* ChisbU Jived. The great 
mosEjue of Shams Kb 4 n was built by that KhAo^ who was governor 
of NAgaufj during his Incumbency in the reign of ShAm^Ad-dtn of 
Delhi/' 

The above account is interesting in spite of the juggling 
phenomena which seem to be inseparable from the founding of 
Eastern cities* But, before dismissing this tradition, let us avail 
ourselves of all the information it contains, for the skeletons of 
these stories are often genuine before they are embeIJished 
with miraculous attributes by countless generations of Brah¬ 
mans and BhAts,* 

^ The firat two Musuliuins at hfigaiir were both called Hamid^d-dfii,. one 
^ ciFlg sumamect with the tilie of Qadif and tHc other ^mply 

ITiey jire said to have been mbHonar^ from Arabia and ui have propagated the 
faith o^ Jillm herea few yeanaiEer the founduUmi of NAgaur by Priihd H 4 iA'i 
agent, iUi Bisol* 

* After theeoflvenlen of Hai le Muliammadanlcmp he built a mosque. 

Thai nw the Kaiw^a pointed eut as the veritable mosqueel Bioai j hut. t auipact, 

Ibe present maijM Kis b«n so much restored that ii may falHy be called a renewal 

* Who wai thus contemporaiy vtih Sultln Shahib-^d^n Ghorf. 

* 1 his pfehx d ffuMtvi doca not signify " royally*' wheti applied to religious 

edebrnico^ '\ o Khwifa Hus^n Chifhu^ ihedeseendant of Atarkan> traditiun aislgnj 
the beauti/ully-Kulpturod gateway which leads to the tomb of Atarkin, ■ pc^uior 
Muhammadan sojnt. Ut> the summh of f hUgmlcway I found a inscripEion 

of the Tugiak emperor Muhaminai!, son of Tug loll: ShAhp dated in A.K. 

* BhAfp in RijpdtAna, means a hrgh-ewse bardj dicwhere the lenn U a re, 
proathful <me, and generally Hgnifies "an aviricbtif beggar *" er "pander low 
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/■,«<. thea, itwMld »PPM' 

ChoMn court «« dosirou., either from party or pera^l 
m«“., that a city ahould be founded on th.a parUcular atte t 
“nee the inventioi. of the auspeious omen wh.eh »as sure 
to meet with their sovereign's attention i for, in those dark 
«« when the emperor's progrtii.or was devoutly believed 
tf have had four am, and a fire origin, superstitious credulity 
urmild naturallr preponderate over cotnnioii sense. ^ 

SeconJfy, the tradition furnishes us with 
the foundation of NAgaur, which date is again ^ . 

lapse of time between Rai Bisal's imperial ct^rge and his death. 

^ ntrdfy, that, with the exception of a single tank nothing 
existed here prior to the year 808 S. as the tradition dis¬ 
tinctly states that the place was a mere pasture. 

/rJurtA/y, that the name has nothing in common with the 

/Vdg^rvans,^ ("Ophidian race") or serpent worship; but 

that it IS derived from a supersiiltous national custom Jen 
much affected by all sects on founding new cities, vts., KH,i^ 
s&dne which may be translated in the infinitive to insert 

earth) or "hummer down u rod.- 

sions of the same ceremony are related with regard 

second foundation of Delhi. ... , . g j l„ 

The original hhdtha name of this city, I am informed by 
certain Brkhmans,was Niga Gad} and, on the recollection o 
the above tradition growing fainter among the people m pro¬ 
cess of time, this name gave place to the sim^r one of m- 
ffor (or Afifflwr), from ndga “snake'" and ^ aur, which 
signifies “locality” or “region.” The name, then, as it 
now stands, may be rendered " The ophite region. 

»In Cinfcr W pieree .Vo>d,“hundfe<l-headedserpent," whkhis iuppoied 

to support the woridrt , i. wa™ rarL" 

> Or Sig^ g^fK ^ santoai Niga 

■ Sa I have cndeavouitsd to shew how the people of Nlgaur ac^m 
,h= pf«eni raffle city, but Twnarka eou^. form 

Hind! cf caoipanuivriy modcffi Hines. The gnKHul SaniJint foe , 

a» shown in ihe tnKriplion which I disewesed. was NSgapfiru „_ tnffhiim 

Since ihe abme was written, I have converted with Ceneral Cunningluim 

upon the subject, end he is of opinion ihal ihe iniUal A d 
ombied in the modern rendering cf w:h ««•«- »> l^al ^ we s^ld 

mitting Ibis rilsion (if 1 may be oUowtd to call the absence of a cottwnan 
an tSiion} which again would easily become N(tg*ur, 
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Serpent worship Is *»/, nor perhaps has it ever been, per¬ 
formed here—except indeed to the ordinary extent practised 
throughout India on the festival of NAga pAnehmi^ On these 
occasions five charcoal, or red-paint, strokes, representative 
of the five niigas, are drawn outside the people’s dwellings, 
and laved and anointed with offerings of milk, curds, and 
clarified butter. 

The busy city of Nfigaur, with its battlemented walls, mas¬ 
sive bastions, ornamental and lofty gates, and handsome build¬ 
ings, both infra- and exfra-murs.], is eminently picturesque 
from all aspects; but more especially so from a couple 
of miles to the south-east, for here the ground is consider¬ 
ably higher than that on which NSgaur is built, and the 
city is, by force of perspective, spread out, as it were, at 
the spectator’s feet. From the gilded spires of the temple 
of MAraiidhar and the lofty towers of Akbar's mosque, to 
the humblest dwellings which, confusedly crowded together, 
always seem toppling over, yet never fall, all is exposed to 
view,—a grand view truly, and one which bears a strong 
contrast to the inhospitable, sandy wastes of MArwIr, which 
stretch on every side as far as the eye can discern, and are 
wholly unrelieved, save by occasional outcrops of rocks and 
boulders, or weird, parched, and thorny.]00king trees of kb6r 
{^Acacia c(iiecku)f khejra or karila {Prosopis spiri/era), and 
bhabul {Acacia arabica}, all of which are dwarfed in their 
growth, and afford no shade for the weary traveller in this 
desert- 

The total circuit of the city walls I found, on measure- 
mentj to be 32,899 f^*-- longest wall of this circumval- 
lation is to the south, and runs from east by south to west by 
north} this single wall Is 9,906 feet long. The next longest 
wall is that on the north side of the city, and running in a 
similar direction to the above; this wall is 9,296 feet long 
Next in order comes the wall to the east, which runs from north 
by west to south by east; this wall measures 3,^73 Feet in 
length. The shortest wall is to the west, runs in a similar 
direction to the last-named one, and is 1,525 feet long. 

Measured at the kangras^ or battlements, the city wall 
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is a feet 6 inches in thickness, hut at base It ia 5 f^et thick. 
It varies considerably in height, being generally highest to¬ 
wards the south j but 17 feet is the mean of several measure¬ 
ments which 1 made, and the general height of the gateways >s 
from 25 feet to 30 feet There is a cunous projection towards 
the west of this walling, where it quits its direct course and 
forms a peak or promontory; the occurrence of the Nikhas tdi, 
a large tank, within the city just here obviously accounts for 

this irregularity. ■ . ■ j 

There are, altogether, thirty very massive bastions around 
Nigaur, besides the abutments on either side of each gate- 

. . . 1. 

There are six city gates, three of which are in the southern 
wall, one in the western wall, one to the north, and one to 
the east. That in the centre of the southern wall is called the 
Jodhpdr gate, to the right and left of which (as one enters) 
are the Ajmfir and Nakhi? gates respectively. Near the 
centre of the northern side is situated the Jtfdya (or MauJ) 
gate. In the north of the western wall is the Ndjfa gate and 
a little to the south of the eastern wall is the Delhi gate. 

The principal buUditig here, in point of size, is the fort. 
This edihce measures exteriorly 1,600 feet along its southern 
battlements, and here there are nine bastions. Along its east¬ 
ern battlements the fort measures 1,200 feet and has five 
bastions; riorth 1,150 feet, seven bastions; west l,toi feet, 
also seven bastions. The walls are very massive and are 
built of two thicknesses, one rising above the other. The 
outer wall stands 25 feet above the ground, and the inner one 
25 feet above the summit of the outer, or 50 above the 
ground. As each wall Is 12 feet 4 inches thick, the total 
width of these ramparts, where they join together, is 24 feet 

5 inches. This thickness, however, terminates above an eleva¬ 
tion of 35 feet, though I reckon the scarped bevel, or slope, 
of the outer wall, as it graduates downwards, must add at least 

6 feet to the entire thickness of wall; so that its width at base 
would be quite 30 feet 8 inches. The inner wall- is built per¬ 
fectly vertical, and, having no slope, does not diminish in thick¬ 
ness, and is, therefore, full 12 feet 4 inches across at top. All 
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the bastions nse just lo feet above the rampartSj and are thus 
6 o feet above the ground* 

I will endeavour here to enumerate the principal objects in 
the N^gaur fort^ commencing from its furthest limit insidep 
and that most distant from the entrance gateway* Here is 
ihe handsome fountain which I found from its inscription to 
belong to Akbar*s reign. It has seventeen jetSp and is sur¬ 
rounded by a or courtyard. To the north of the 

fountain is a room in which those in charge of this part of the 
fortress sleep^ and further north there is a itrdamdffj or *' hall 
of three w^alls/' in a fine little garden^ which is commonly 
used as a lounge. North-east of this fountain is a i^dradart\^ 
a handsomCt painted hallp with numerous glared and decorated 
panels; the w'alls of this building are beautifully chi^ndm~p\diS- 
tered** Hence to the north of west is or ** law court/^ 

now disused, and in front of which is a ** lounge ['* 

and to the north stands the /fanvds^ or " queen's abode/^ 
which is closed in all round and now also in disuse. To 
the north of the iachiri is another on the fa¬ 

cade of which arcp tolerably w^ell modelled in plaster, several 
images of elepbantSp horseSp and other animals. These build¬ 
ings are divided by a large or " parade ground/' w^hich 

is situate between the iacAdti the last-named Adradari^ 
Near the Sdraj or " gate of the sun/' is an old temple j 
passing through a kATrif^ or** postern/' we come to another dis¬ 
used Aa^Adri,- further south is a mosque, w^hich the attendant 
Mullah states to have ^en built by Akbar, but which f found, 
by an inscription discovered inside, to have been erected by 
his grandson Sh&K JahAn* 

As is the case with the city, there are six portab to the fort 
of JVdg^aur; indeed, they (the fort and city) resemble each other 
in more respects than one, for the masonry {t.f.p a base^ about 
4 feel high, of care fully-dressed sandstone blocks, with little 

* JJtBfBUy a ** hall >iriih twelve Btil th? term is applied to any build¬ 

ing with four walls, and jl is ifnmaiteriaJ what numbtf of eh trailers it may coniaJll'. 

*Chiinibm pLa^o^ U much used all over Rijp^iina, but Ehc Induitry properly 
bdon^i toJaip 4 rp where it often resembled marble sa clnely that one is deceived. 

I t is executed at the rate of £ rupees per too superfidat an area of m feet 
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or no mortar, supporting a superstructure of conglomerate 
boulders, filled up with thin slabs and a small proportion of 

mortar) m both cases is the same, . 

The road of this fort passes through it m the following 
way : Entering at the principal gateway, which is on the east, 
and proceeding to the westward, the visitor, after a time, turns 
alternately to the south -west and north-west, and hence to the 
south of west; after which, proceeding ten paces to the south, 
he turns abruptly to the west and reaches the last gateway i 
as it must be understood that there are gates at each of the 
angles above described. Having described the windings of 
this ramp and the bearings of its gates, I will proceed to 
name the gates in the same order s tst, Sart ^oi; and, Btcftf 
(or DJiUsa) pol; 3rd, Kachiripel; 4th, poi; 5th, D/iilpt 

pel; and 6lh, R&j p&l- There are two khirkts, or posterns, 
the position of one of which I have given, and the second is 

near the R 6 j peL , . . ■ 

After having examined this city carefully, 1 have no hesi¬ 
tation in saying that quite half the area enclosed by the city 
walls is unoccupied, and that considerably over a third of the 
buildings here are in absolute ruin. 

There are only two really noteworthy temples at Nftgaur, 
though one of these is virtually a double temple, re., two 
separate shrines and buildings within the same enclosure; 
moreover, not only are the shrines sef^rate, they belong to 
two sects of Hindiilsm, differing so widely from each other 
as the Saivites and Vaishnavites. Unusual as this may seem, 
the lingam of MahUdha and the statue of Krishna as M&rah- 
dhar or hansi-dkar, “the flute-holder,” are side by side: 
encompassed by the same enclosure, spanned by the same 
pillars, and entered from the road by the same gateway. 

Another feature of this temple (or rather these temples) 
is, that Sivi’s symbol is in a pit or well, sunk 35 feet below 
the floor-level and approached by twenty-five steps. 

I made a careful plan^ of this fine temple, which is approach¬ 
ed from the north by a veiy good arrangement of three large 


^ Wot plan sr Pfatr Xl, 
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lialls, or courtyards, leading into each other by three moderate, 
flights of steps, and divided by three long, covered-in galleries, 
which uan be used as dwellings for the priests or monks'. 

The other temple is called Barmdyanji-ke-mandart On 
the occasion of my visit to Barmiyan, situated to the north 
of the Ganges, some time ago, 1 was much puzzled to account 
for the name of that village, nor could any one there tell me 
anything about it. But I was more fortunate at NAgatir, and 
learned that Bsrm^an is the name of an obscure goddess, 
one of the Yagtni^ among the deipenatea of the Hindis. 

The courtyard of this temple b full of sculptured pillars, 
and is presided over by a Brlhman woman, who is considered 
by the bkagats ("votaries*') of the shrine, a representative of 
the goddess Barmiiyan. In this temple I found three inscrip¬ 
tions, one of which is, however, completely destroyed, having 
been intentionally gouged with some sharp instrument along 
the lines of writing. The other two are in better preservation, 
though hardly sufficiently perfect to afford connected readings. 

The follotring is alt that I have been able to make of these 
inscriptions:— 

ATfl. /- 

'Samvat i6r8 brikki Jfth-badi ij Saiiauare Kot itdgaire (or 
Ndgaur^} Samas Khdn. 

And, at end* what J make out to be some gifts to the temple 
by mahAjans of six mishals of something worth )6 rupees 
a mishal, and again 8 tolas of ikanari (?). But they are both 
in some ungrammatical hhakha, 

Na. //. 

* Samvat rdjjl brikki Cfutramds Sukalpakh tithi treiara. 

I can also read Sagatjit probably a proper name, and again 
" one pair " or Jadi; again, Mdtdji} and I thought I could 
read in nth line Sri Santri. 

The above are merely tentative readings of these inscrip¬ 
tions, which are too much broken to deserve reproduction in 

1 This t«np(e pwsesici a ioflg Swiskrit iiugfipticn irf 35 ^ 441 , in which the 
pUtt name b twice given u 

• i^h day of ikrlii fortnight in May 161&S- 

■ jrd day isi Maich *659 S, 
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facsitnik. The temple of Barm4yan Is said to be much older 
than these inscriptions, which only bear dates and comme* 
morale certain donations to the temple/ 

As Plates XI and XII will give detailed plans of both 
these temples, it will only be necessary to supplement them 
by the following measurements of the heights of the various 
objects, architectural and other:— 


Double temple of MUralidhur^ 

Height of siirt<i\ Iflitralt-dhar shrine 
cupola, MaMd^va shnnc 
pj inner enclosure of both shrines # 
outer p, n courtyard . 
inner partition guarding each sanctum 
„ I St gallery from temples 


tp ^nd j,i jt - ir 

north wall at entrance gate 
pj ^hA^ifris, or gilded roioarets^ at ends 
of northern gallery . ^ 


staircases leading to above (2nd court-^ 
yardj * >1 ^ 


50' 

35' 

'S' 



^s' 


45' each, 
to' 


Pillared temple ef Barmdyan. 

Height of Hat-roofed temple . ... 40' 

,, „ each carved pillar .... q' 

„ ' „ basement of sacred tdlfl tree . . 4' a* 

The famous cave at Nlgaur is claimed the HindCis as 
a place where the most rigorous austerities (lapa^ya) of their 
religion were formerly performed, and by the Muhammadans 
as that which afforded a subterraneous passage from Rihin for 
the Arabian missionary Hamid-fid-din. 

Whatever its origin may be, I found two inscriptions in 
this cave, one in Hindi and the other In Arabic. The first is 
dated in S. j 6 oj iri^she-posa badi S* ^tid is, apparently, a 
pilgrim*$ record. The second, though in beautifully formed 
and cut Arabic characters, is dated with Hindi numerals in a 
most unusual fashion. 

The cave leads out of a hall 53 feet long from north to 

> For plan of BATiniyan ifmpto soe Plate XtL 
* Sth day d dark fortnEght -of December 1603 S.^ 
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south and 37 feet wide east and west, the walls throughout 
being 2 feet thick and built of stone In the ordinary way. This 
hall contains twenty pillars, e;ach 3 feet 4 Inches in girth, four¬ 
teen of which support a walled-in gallery, which runs along the 
south-w'estand half of the northern sides of the hall, and sixteen of 
which are disposed in two rows from east to west at the southern 
end of the hall,and hold upa covered portico, im mediately under 
which, and let into the southern wall, are the two (RScriptions. 
This piazsa is 14 leet wide, as each of the inter-colummationa 
is equal to the width of the gallery, t>,, 7 feet, = 14 feet 

The height of this building externally is 13 feet 6 inches 
and internally (from floor to ceiling) 9 feet g inches; the 
difference between these two dimensions allow for a roof J foot 
6 inches thick, and a screen-wall around the terrace, 2 feet 
3 inches high. The hall is entered by an ordinary wooden door, 

5 feel high and 3 feet 4 inches wide, which is at the northern 
end of the eastern wall, which encompasses the whole. 

Passing through the hall transversely to its opposite (south¬ 
west) comer, we approach the cave, and, lifting a large stone 
slab, with which the orifice is kept covered, enter (or rather 
descend Into it, for the first portion of the cave is a square well 
I foot 9 inches across and 6 feet 5 Inches deep) an underground 
chamber, 5 feet 3 inches long by 4 feet 6 inches broad, to the 
north of which another khirki^ or small standing door of stone, 

I foot 6 inches square, leads into another chamber, 5 feet 10 
inches high, 5 feet 3^ inches long, and 4 feet 6 inches wide j 
this again communicates with another compartment, which is 
unfortunately closed fast, and the religious prejudices of the 
natives totally preclude an entrance being effected. How¬ 
ever, by remaining a considerable time, until the eyes became 
accustomed to the prevailing gloom, I discovered a third door 
which measured 3 feet i Inch square. 

The Hindtls say there are,in all, seven such chambers. 1 have 
already given the Muhammadan version of the cave's extent. 

The Hind a religious establishments of minor Importance are 
very numerous within and without the city of N 4 gaur,and I have 
the best authority for stating that the church lands or grants 
of free sites (maa^) for the construction and maintenance 
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of temples, or the residence of Bribrn^ins. are more 

in this than in most other provinces of State of Mirwar. 

Wander about in the neighbourhood of Nigaur m almost 

any direction, and you will n' 

(Sat/i dMm) held in perpetuity by Bdbdji the BrAhman 
fertile fields of which he eats the fruits, or the Mtndar zl v^h^ch 
be rings bells and anoints with red-lead alike idols and idolatora, 
to his heart's content. 

Those who know that NAgaur, with a total population ot 
about 6,000 souls, supports 131 temples, wilHollow me when 
I call It veiy religious—nay, tolerably priest-ridden, t caused 
lists to be made of the temples at NAgaur, which, shortly after 
my arrival there, struck me as being very numerous, by my 
own servants, who visited them along with some local assist¬ 
ance 1 was able to procure j but the following table only in¬ 
cludes the most noteworthy of those temples, the others 
being mere names, and many are even nameless 


fimOM 4t Se lJalCT^ 


I. Biult by Khfehar Thiktt * 

Hu 

Llh. 

Pth. 

3, „ Sidhfl commuriily » 

50^ 

3 k/ 


3, Vi^bnA P 4 dB Mindar . 


!«/ 

as' 

4, Built by Btllinuni 


4 pf 

SS^ 

5. Ditto do- 

»s' 

30' 

18' 

6. Built by Piti mablian 


44' 

12* 

'j. Dharm sila » ■ - * 

2 </ 

*5' 

rs' 

g, Thlkdrit ka Mandsr - 


7S' 

to^ 

^ Dharm 

is^ 

y>' 


tOr Mithidev.'i Eeniplc * 

13' 

S 5 ' 

as' 

11^ Namdcfli (rocifl«a) 

la* 

[0K>’ 


13, Built by banyos , 

If/ 

y 

is' 

13* Thlkflrii kfl Mandar * 



40' 

14, SadbU's reitt'hcmst 



3^ 

ij. Ditto do. 

1 If/ 

0 

as' 

tC, Rulcved and dimmed tempk . 


38' 

0 

17, Thikflrj! loi ^iandir (Vai tb- 
nav) . . * ^ 


50' 

M* 

18* Built by inaliijana 


30 - 

ts' 

19. TempiB of Sanlcharjf . ■ 


0 

0 


SEtiBlIjonr 


East of 

Ditto djitth 

South datto. 

Ditto diltOi 

]n ditto. 

Ditto of Brihmans- 
Ditto ditto. 

Ditto ditto* 

Ditto ditto* 

tn Mahalaof Br4hmanv 
Ditto dino* 

Ditto ditto. 

] Ditto of potters and 
i t*G braceleumakers. 

Ditto ditto. 

Ditto dilio. 

Ditto dillQ. 

Ditto dittOp 

Ditto ditto. 
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NuAc cf Bialldtf. 

DIjn^BilooB, 



Hi, 

Lth> 

Bth, 


JO, Temple viEliAul; name or Idd 


5 ^ 

50’ 

Zn Mah^l^ of pctECT 5 and 



lac bwelet-maken*. 

Jf. „ (rf Thikflri! . 

30 ^ 


41' 

Ditto dhto. 

at* R^m DeoU » - 

t 3 ^ NojikIh^ wjlh four^^nwd 

ts' 

ja' 


Ditto ditto. 

Ditto of ulc-worken. 


31' 

50'' 

SPf 

34. Ditto do., ISngara 



45 ' 

Dtiio ditto. 

tS* Built by banyss (very old} . 

20 ^ 

35 ' 

]<»’ 

Ditto ditto. 

Namele^ without Idol 

10^ 

20^ 

rf 

Ditto diitck 

27i Ditto do. # 


0 

3 ff 

Ditto ditto. 

afln Buili by KflniHar (potter) » 


35 ' 

as* 

Ditto ditto. 

2g, Temple of Rof hiUniih 

= 5 " 

50^ 

IS' 

Ditto ditto- 

JO- jm ruined and lumeiea^ 4 

34 ^ 

0 

3 <^ 

Ditto diitov 

jt, j* oi Mahidfcva * 

Thiitilnti buitt by a 


tio' 

3 S’ 

Ditto ditto. 

Kbit! {carpcnier) . 

•S' 

3 ^" 

atf 

DilUJ dino* 

33* t* K^mhlr^amrnuiii^. 

! 


4 ®' 

Ditto of Kumbai^. 

34. R 4 ja Bakht SiUjgfh . 


0 

43 ' 

EoLwrm Jodhpdr and 
NaJcha^ 

35. „ B^enrojl 

IS' 

T+' 

13' 

Ditto ditto. 

36, „ RirasnttS (Jun) 

*S’ 

lOD^ 

fo' 

EaJt of fiakM Sindh's 
tempTo. 

North<wt^ Jaan temple* 

37. ^ Ttiiwiiir . . 

3 ®' 


40' 


The principal mosques at Nagaur (not counting such prayer 
enclosures, with a mere screen^wall to the west, as 

are found in large numbers) are as follows 


l^aiAr Cf M-MrqiiK « ttiUacr. 

1 DhPCafiw- 

SttUllH, 

Joma Masjid , ■ 

HL 

IS' 

Lth. 

4 ®' 

Wlh. 

IS' 

to front of giUe. 

Patblnt , * * i * 

is' 

*sr 

a& 

In Mahala of Brlbmant, 

Natnelm {iaf]gc dam^) * • . 

4 ^ 

3 «' 

32' 

Ditto Charana. 

Built by K 4 »i£ (hutchefsj 

20 ^ 

3 ®’ 

tS' 

At Nakhas ^te. 

Di:!sus^ and ruined » 


aS* 

13' 

In Mahab Nakhaa. 

Ditto do. 

acf 


14' 

Dhto ditto. 

Built and used by ha,iirkef :9 

IS' 



Hawkeri* quarter. 

SipoiB^ mosque * 

n' 

I&’ 


]n Mahab of Kaaerai. 

Mosque of Dofdha of Bif com* 
munity {wcavura) * 

‘S' 

m’ 

ty 

Ditto ditto. 
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MjK Cf MaHtrK ^ 

DiiKHtlm, 

SltnAlleB. 

ShiJcJia * * * 

DlW& Palhlmb . 

Dillo Armoured 

Oitto 

Ditto 

Diit* dealers in la£ ^ 

Ditm Mughals 

Ditto SHainv Khkn - 

Ht. Lth. Wtb. 

15' 0 o' 

15' US' "O' 

ti' yf at' 

irf 15' 1 

^ gtf & 

35' 0 *7' 

y/ 4 ^' Vf 

See detailed account 
of thie five-dofned 

fno^Lic funJiCT Oft . 

]n MaMa €f Kaseras. 

Ditto dilto- 

Soulh oF NiikHas gate. 
Ditto ditto. 

Ditto ditto. 

Ditto ditto. 

Near Shami Maajid, 

Ehama til- 



The private dwellings at Nftgaur are also worthy of a 
passing note, as they belong to the middle penod of the 
Moghal Empire, and possess three long inscriptions. The 
largest building is called Th 4 karjt-ka-mak 4 n. and measures 
38 feet from north, to south, 65 feet from east to west, and 
38 feet high. Its walls are 2' 6' thick, and it contains five 
compartments or rooms. Above its entrance gateway (which 
is S' 6' high by 6 * ro' wide), and about to' above the street, 
are two long inscriptions, carved in raised Persian letters, 

which are very well formed. , . l 

The second building is called Raijt in the 

spoken bhdkha of the place. It is 33 feet wide from north 
to south, 70 feet long, east and west, and 3 $ feet high- 
The walls here are also 3' 6 ' thick, and the rooms six in 
number. The inscribed gateway is smaller than that of the 
above building, as it measures only & 10' high and 3' f wide. 
The inscriptions which I found here are let into the wall 
immediately above the door, and are somewhat inferior to 
the last named as regards workmanship. 

There are altogether seven tanks at NAgaur: jst, Partdp 
Sd^ar, near the Nya dsrwdsak, to the west of city ; and, Ldi 
Sdgan 3Td, Bsikkt SSgar,' hewn out of solid rock, by MahA- 
raja Bakht Singh, who spent the greater part of his life at 

' New ihB Bakht Segar If Uw tomb of Hamid-ad**®" Rlhlni, w!w« 
nuieou* pasMffe fnim RlMn lo Nl^ur is iraditionally hdd lo afcount Ibr 
Nlgaor cave by the Kuhammadang, 
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Ndgaur, This tank is on the north side of the city, and ap¬ 
proached by three gateways leading from the city gardens 
through the outer circumvaltation, whence steps lead down to 
the tank. These openings (orgateways) have been closed up 
of late years by the authorities, and therefore the tank is only 
accessible from without; 4th, Ginani tSi,neax which is a small 
inscribed arch; 5th, Skamsidl (vulgarly called Sambas t&l by 
Hindi^s) situated to east, and immediately ir: front of the Shams 
Masjid there is a beautiful sheet of water, in the centre of 
which, and resting on a small island, is the tomb of Shams 
Khan, the builder of this line old mosque ; 6th, ykardna Rdni 
ke sdgar ; and 7th, Nahhdi tdL Of these tanks, the rst and 
3rd are extmmural; the and, 4th, 5th, 6th, and 7th being 
inside the city wall. 

To the east of the city are some scattered and straggling 
remains, which consist principally of tombs and irregular 
mounds, covered with building materials. Conspicuous among 
these are the remains in an old mosque, or rather the two 
minarets of one, as, at present, but two tall miners are extant. 

[ was unable to hnd any walls to this mosque save a small 
disjointed piece to the east. But the ground here has risen 
considerably from various causes, and, no doubt, excavations 
would disclose walls of some sort, though they would neces¬ 
sarily be very loiv down. There is also a gigantic grave of a 
tiaegaja or saint, whose stature is said to have been 9 
yards I These are, however, common in several parts of India. 

Owing to the feuds and pitched battles constantly indulged 
in by the MahArAja Bakht Singh (who, it should be remem* 
bered, lived the greater part of his life at Nigaur), the city walls 
and battlements were often broken down, and these breaches 
were, I believe, repaired with materials obtained by the demo¬ 
lition of mosques. According to accounts rife at NAgaur, 
Aurangz£b himself never destroyed more temples than did 
Bakht Singh mosques, and this may—indeed does^account 
for the numerous Arabic and Persian inscriptions which ] found 
built topsy-turvy into the main drcumvallation of the city,— 
some upside down, some diagonally, and others so that the 
lines of writing stand up vertically. 
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m Follo.in* «e ihe mM< ln,port.r>t ol thaae inscrip- 

tions ^ , /*/,•-«. 

/. Gateatay tttscrtptfon: 

* *^•* 33 " . , . - - . 

5 , ^ ^ If* - 

- mere is but one God, ard Muhammad is the j 

“This mosque was built in the time of Aba-uUZafar {? Miiiaf«) 

S‘3S?S3S5=.-: 

^th af Muharrim-ul-Harafn^ 1071 H- 

j, (WiJr urcA to Cfffiani fdi : 

n Built in lOU by Smgh, ^ *^^^*f^am^r'the 

Rathaur. when Muhammad Alan, Nasir-ud-din. son of Alamgir ^e 
great and good Musalmin king Aurangiftb reigned ov«r th 

country^*^ 

Jnseriptien on fountain in fort: 

“The foundation of this fountain was laid *" ^ ^ 

JaiaUd-dta Muhammad Akbar (may God keep h.s country for eve ) 

by Hasam Quli Khftri," 

5, Inscrtft^on in Akbart Masjid: 

« In the time of Sblh Akbar this mosque was erected in 9«5 « ” 

6 , Inscription on isolated building onjbrti 

« Inasmuch as this building was erected without a roof by 
c 1+art u1 Arfin ((ff of pious mep) Qa*i Hamid-utl-dfo, J 

Th—^St oJ tX MuUmad Nasi/, built the roof on the and of 

Zithij. 1047 H.’' 

In the early part of this account I have mentioned m 
Jodaoo years, at .hlch Ndgaur was 
med by a SChAnate, deputed by Shams-ud-din lltitmish, a 
it only lemabs to describe the interesting mosque here 

which was built by Shams KhAn, the founder of 
of KhAns. I allude to the Shams Masjld-the Shams 
(vulgarly called Sambas tAl by Hindis) immediately m fr 
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of the mosque is also due to Shams KhAn. Of this curiously- 
constructed mosquCj a plan to scale will be found in Plate 
Xfll, [ found twenty-three old Hindi mason’s marks, two 
short inscriptions (or constructive memoranda), and a la^e 
Arabic inscription, in this building. 

Like the great mosque at Ajm£r, the details of the Shams 
Masjtd are curiously Gothic in appearance,^—for example the 
sanctum. For a drawing of the principal one see Plate Xlli, 

As will be seen from the elevation of the 5'Adwij Mssjtd, it 
Is a long building, in front of which is a spacious, watled-in 
courtyard which leads through a k^jra, or "pavilion,” at its 
eastern end. To the Shants tdl there were formerly steps down 
to the water’s edge, but these have long since fallen into the 
take. The mosque has altogether hve entrances, two of which 
are closed up. But the features of this mosque distinguishing it 
from most others that I have seen, are its five cupolas and triple 
floor. Mosques commonly have three domes to correspond with 
the three prayer niches or sanctums, The triple floor, or two 
additional false floors of this example, are almost unaccount¬ 
able.^ The only way in which I can account for the additional 
or false floors at the ends of this building is that they were de¬ 
signed to accommodate a larger congregation than was in¬ 
tended by the original architect. Against this solution it may, 
however, be urged that these two floors at the ends bear no 
appearance of being constructed subsequent to the original 
mosque in which they occur, as there is a radical difference in 
the ends of the buildings occupied by them, from the centre por¬ 
tions, whereas in that portion connected by the three prin¬ 
cipal central cupolas the final ceiling is supported upon single 
pillars reaching from floor to ceiling, In those ends spanned 
by the end cupolas, and where the double false floors occur, 
a double series of columns has been found necessary—the 
ist senes, 7' tr* high, reaching to below, and supporting, the 
false floor; the 2nd series, 6' 1' high, resting upon the false 
floor and supporting the common roof. Now, k is at least 
highly improbable that the entire pillars, simitar to those 

^ The only virKifh I havtr Kcn Aoonii btfn 

Imilt, ta ihc tcinpic ot firindobonp iind! here the resernb 4 ^;ioce ii mify partial- 
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supporting the three central arches, could have been dis- 
m^inled fo allow of the construction of these mtermediate 
?oors as an after-l bought, form that case, unless the common 
ceiling was very dexterously upheld by temporal^ be^s 
a collapse of the ends of the budding would have been 

imminent. , ., 

The cenlre atch, or principal sanctum, of this tcmarkab e 
mosone is o' 74 ' high and a' 3' <Imp- RosembUng atrnogly_ a 
statue niche in a Gothic chapd, it is ^^lely Anted by 

nine successive minor niches, which, together with the floral 
pointed termination at top, give it a highly ornamental app^r- 
ance The two minor niches are mere recesses, with shai^ 
corners, 8' high and t' 8^ deep. To the right of the princi¬ 
pal mehrdb just mentioned, is a very well built, omamenUl 
mimhar, or "pulpit/’ 6' lo" high, having a 
winding staircase, by which the emijence is 
this ntimbar is a perfect little stone chamber, or idk, 4 8 long, 
3'g* broad, and 4 thwbgtcal 

books, e.e., Kurin. Immediately to the east of this pulpit, 
and in the gangway of the main entrance, is a gravedike mound 
3' 7" high. 1 was for some time at a loss to account for this 
ill-placed cairn ; but a close examination convinces me that it 
is sepulchral, and for its sole accommodation the musaiia/t,' or 
" prayer floor," has been deliberately dug up. 

In addition to the five entrances to the Shams Masjtd there 
are two more narrow passages at the ends, only* 3 i broad, 
which lead by two series of stone steps up to the highest 
Tttindrs or ioasinas. These staircases are not spiral or wind¬ 
ing until the final roof of the building is gained, but consist o 

' The muitailah if Mm«linics diviffed off into oblong *pa«s by allemii* 
wpfpsirtmcnti *f while afld bla*:k marble idabs.eaeh barely suffidcni (er mw 
14 perfonn ihe genuflrttioM nfsec^sary to Muhammadan P^yw j 

iht great Jumma Maajid of DkIM, buill by Shihjahar) ibe parti-cblQiif^ 
slab! serve lo divide the congregattnn in fniicli the same manner as do our pe 
But in ihe Shams Masjlil no such provIsioTi has been madv, A plain J** 
dogr. li^wfiVETi. citcntls tiybide for a. width of the 

The iirqriilariEiM in the construclive delatls ot this mosque are welt 
fittl by the difleretTce between ihis |»ir of ttnot, Or siain.^ ihiH to 
b&ng 7 ' r widCp while that lo iht sotith is 3^ aV sn widlh- 
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two distinct flights each; the first neachihg the false or 
intermediate floor, and the second leading on to the common 
roof, whence winding staircases leading to the or 

crier’s tower, can be entered. 

The mosque is much ruined, the worst parts being to the 
south; and the centre or principal cupola is compJeiely fallen 
in. As the plan^ will give all the dimensions of this building, 
it will only he necessary for me to state here the etevation of 
the different parts. 

The central main entrance is 3a' 10" high, and the four 
doorways that flank it (two on either side) are 33^ 3' in height 
each. There is an oblong projection behind the mosque 
screen in the neighbourhood of the principal sanctum, which 
was evidently constructed to allow for th^ recess of that 
mekrdb ■ its height is 13' 6". The two towers {mastnas} 
at the ends of the edlhce, from which the muas^ft, or 
" preacher,” called the congregation to prayers, are each 50' 
in height. The ceiling 0/ the mosque is 14' 7*' in height; but, 
in addition to this, the roof is 2'4' thick, so the complete 
height of the body of the mosque is 16* 1 1', The height, 
taken from outside from the ground to summit of the fa9ade, 
is, however, 3S' 3' at the centre, where an angular pediment 
rises above the battlements. On either side of the pediment, 
where the frontage is necessarily lower, it measures 39' 6* 
frotn the courtyard-level to its crown. The result of this 
vast difference between the total fa9ade height and the 
interior ceiling dimensions, is the absolute concealment of all 
the domes of the mosque when viewed from the east. These 
battlements and this pediment are practically the first landing 
on the ascent to the marinas^ and are themselves attained 
by steps from the roof proper (composed of a very narrow 
strip around the domes). 

The centre cupola is raised on eight minor columns, each 
5' 5" high, and only divided from the eight lower main ones 
(14^ "f high) by an octagonal arrangement of architraves 
10* high. The octagonal portion of the cupola being now 
completed, the architect’s next work was to reduce the whole 
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to a circre.and, finally, to a conical apexj this has been done 
by first reducing the octagonal ring above the second tier o 
ilars to one of .6 angles, and then to one of 3^, whence it 
was easily further reduced to 64 sides, and so on to a true circle. 
Hence we have a height of a 1'8' from the floor of 
to the ettremity of the base (or octagonal portion) of the centre 
cupola. Now, the cupola is unfortunately fallen ^ 

cannot give its precise M height; but, allowing the same 
height as its octagonal basis to the entire spherical dome 
(which must have been about the proportion, judging from t e 
remains), the whole cupola must have been 14 + ; ad 

a' n ' for the thickness of the dome, and the result is 3 * 9 for 
the height of the crown of the dome from the ground, or 6 s 
less ihln the angular pediment in 

before mentioned. This being the proportion which the cent^ 
dome bears to the frontage, it is no wonder that the dome 
effectually concealed from the east. The smaller domes bear 
the following proportions to the massive or battle¬ 

ments, by which they also are quite hidden from the eastern 


aspect of the building. ^ _ 

I have already stated that the ends of this build mg are 
supported by a double tier of pillars, with a false floor or 
partial, middle-storey-like platform between them ; but there arc 
no small pillars in the cupolas here, nor in those immediately 
flanking the central dome, which, alone of the five, is built with 
an octagonal base, supported by small additional pHlars. The 
interior ceiling being 14' f high, the whole length of the 
building, and the total interior height of the four minor cupolas 
34' n' above the mosque floor, we have only to add the 
thickness of the domes, i.e., 3" (or 1" in excess of the central 
dome), to ascertain the toUl height of this portion of the 

mosque, vix., 2^ 11'; and, as the or battlements, 

are ag' 6* above the courtyard^ just here, the domes are less 
than the battlements by i' f. The diameter of the centre 
cupola internally is 19' 8*, and that of the other four 176. 


i The eatirtyirtl it an “att level wSili the mosque mutalbiK «■ 

vhicli imlee^ eieeeds ihc from, of ihe bulTiling and iireiche* fw 1 1 v m 
Ihc £jourty»rd. 
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The square pillars throughout the building are 1' 3}' 
thick. 

Outside the Mdya gateway is a large enclosure containing 
several tombs of Muhammadans of note, and in the midst of 
this kasfra stands a superblyocarved gateway of stone, popu¬ 
larly called A tar Ain ie darjbdsak} But, though tradition 
assigns its construction to this Muhammadan saint, of whose 
antecedents I have endeavoured to give an epitome in the 
eady part of this account, I found on the summit of this 
gateway and right behind the uppermost member of the 
building, where it was quite hidden from view, a Persian 
inscription of the Emperor Muhammad, son of Tughlak Sbih, 
which is dated in 630 A.H. But the gateway was only 
repaired by that prince. 

This remarkable structure measures 41''10* high to the 
top of its white marble battlements; but its two minarets 
are li'6" above the battlements, and, therefore, 53' 4*’from the 
ground. Entering the building'from the south, one can pass 
right through to a garden behind or to the north; but if an 
ascent to the top of the gateway is desired, either of two 
narrow staircases, 3' 1" wide by 5' 3^ high at entrance, leading 
into the east and west bastions, must be selected. The main 
opening which leads into the garden, where also there is 
a mosque, is only 7^3“ high and 3'7* wide, as is the case with 
so many Muhammadan buildings which have disproportionately 
small entrances. There are two gateways in this portiori of 
the building, to the north and south ends of a passage leading 
through it. The walls here are very massive, being 4^ 9* 
thick, measured at the principal entrance, and at the postern 
3^ There are three flights of steps, with three landings, ere 
the summit of the main building is gained; one of these flights 
is placed outside the building for want of room inside (see 
Plate XIV), A fourth flight conducts one up to the ehkatris, 
or pinnacles, which are at the comers of the large projections, 
or angular bast ion-piers, of this gateway. There are four 

■ Ttili Atarkin ii a vtty f>opiilar sainl and by HindAi and Muial- 

iTklni^ vitke : the Comterare often seen in excitemertl near the tomb ol Alarkin 
which is G^uarded by thu ^and gateway, 
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storeys to each piotiacte tower, supported on four pillars 
each; so that the towers contain sixteen pillars, each pillar in 
the first or lowermost storey is & 9 high and 3' 8' in girth, 
those of the second storey 5' 10' high and 3" 3 g‘rth 
the third* 5^ and a' 6' respectively, and the fourth 5 and 
a' 6' respectively- 

Behind the facade, and resting on the lower part of the 
gallery, are three domes. This part of the building the m^n 
roof on wbich the dome rests, is only 33^^ in heightj tne 
centre dome Js la' ajid the end ones each 6" high; so that, 
measuring from the ground to summit of the centre dome, 
the total height is 4S^ or 3' a' in excess of the moulded 
facade, notwithstanding wbich the dome is invisible from the 
front, or south, of the gateway, owing to the circumscribed 
space in the courtyard and the exigencies of perspective* 

In the body of tbo building there are two chambers for 
sentries or pilgrims, 7' 5' long, 7' 3' wide, and high. Ex¬ 

cepting a beautiful promenade behind the battlements, f®® ® 
in the pinnacles, and the two chambers ateye described, 
there is no accommodation in the gateway building. 

The walls, or piers, of this building are very native 
indeed, and those in the centre are cleverly arranged m 
four blocks of solid masonry, in order to afford a good strong 
stay for the main building. 

The gateway of Atarkin is magnificently sculptured in every 
part, and the geometrical patterns and other objects 
thereon are of every imaginable form. The elevation m Plate 
XIV will present this graceful facade more readily than any 
description; 1 would only call attention to the centnfuga 
arrangement of the carvings over the mam arch, as dinenng 
from the straight parallelism of other examples,’ 
in the same light-yellow limestone of which the seven arches 
of the Ajmer mosque are built, save the lattlements at summit, 
which are of white marble. A large ostrich’s or bustard’s egg 
hangs suspended by a chain from the apex of the arch, and is 
accounted one of the sacred objects of the place. 

I This is noiewwthy as one of lint <onatnict«d in India, It* 
arc abvioaily ih^ ^ 
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A tradition exists that the building was commenced by 
Atarkln himself, but finished by his heir, Khwija Hfis£n 
Cheshti, who carried the architect, Shfikh AbdCll (mentioned in 
the end of the Tughlak inscnpiion which 1 discovered here), 
on his back to Medina seven times in order to take the plan 
of a similar edifice there; the architect having forgotten the 
dimensions six times on his return to Njigaur. 

Regarding the people at, and within a radius of (Oo miles 
of, Nagaur, 1 observed their habits with great interest, but fear 
they have little to recommend them; indeed Mt^rwAiis and 
Mirwiils (I have as yet only observed the northern portion 
of the last-named race) are alike characterised by few admir¬ 
able qualities. 

Everything that is. bad in the R^jpdt has been attributed 
by observant authorities to their habitual and inordinate 
use of opium; but there are certain unhappy propensities in 
the northern MArwAri'^s nature with which opium has nothing 
to do, ostentation, indolence, and coarseness of sentiment. 
His bravery (or, I should say, that of his forefathers, for I am 
writing of the men in whose company I am at present) has 
been proved beyond doubt by history; but his treachery has 
also been proved by the same agency. The very settlement 
of the Kanauj Rathors in MiiwAr was effected by base 
ingratitude and murderous treason on their part.^ From a 
small party of fugitives from Kanauj in A-D. lais, "the 
Rathors, the issue of Seoji, spread over a surface of four 
degrees of longitude and the same extent of latitude, or 
nearly 8o,ocx} square miles, in less than three centuries after 
their migration from Kanauj, and they amount at this day," 
(about iSao A.D.) " in spite of the havoc occasioned by 
perpetual wars and famine, to 0txj,oc» souls.^^* They, or 
rather the mixed population in MirwAr, have managed to 

’ Th* il«y oT the mutdir rf the Pili«al Brthwtan* of Pilt by Sivaji {the 
progentlDf o( the EUlhrari of Mlreir) is well knawn lo the people. The Brih- 
mitnt enieriained him hoepitabty emi gave htm landi. ai a rttum for whkh 
look edvaotiige of the Afo/t feiiivaJ to essMiliiate his bonefsclors end 
ipp r iy r lale fhdr eouatry. The story will also be fotiiid iti Tods Rtjasthin, 
Volume II, page tj, of the repritit. 

* Tod't Rijasthtn, Vehime II, page of the reprint. 
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bring under cultivation considerable tracts of poor and sandy 
soil ■ two capitals, /.e., Mandor and Jodhpur/ besides other 
cities, towns, and villages, have been formed. But we now 
have all, I think, that can be said for our MArwArls, 

15.— gAvan. 

Cdvart, or Cowan, as 1 t is also pronounced, lies midway 
between NAgaur and OstrAn, and is a village with an agricuU 
rural and nomadic population of about 300 souls. 

On the western bank of a large tank, called Ellhra TAl, 
10 the east of the village, I discovered a tower of stone, 35 
high, the exact purpose of which I could not find out. I think 
it is not a RAjpfit sdtt cairn, for these seldom attain a height 
of 35^ and I have never seen them even half so high.* 
On the other hand, It would be difficult to say what it is, 
unless it be a stone stfipa, and, therefore, I dug into it diagon* 
ally, hut without any result; hut I suspect my excavations 
were made too low down in the monument, and perhaps, also, 
not sufficiently deep ; but it was laborious work removing the 
huge stones, and, as my halt at GAvan was only of two days’ 
duration, I stopped operations after arriving at the base from 
a little below the centre.* 

The middle portion of the tower slopes inwards, and the 
general outline gives a tolerably perfect concavo-concave 
figure: this is, no doubt, due to the stones having dropped 
from the centre, and spread out the conformation of the base; 
those employed towards the acme are larger and even, partially 
dressed stones, and have consequently adhered to the building 
with greater tenacity. 

The base of the tower is built of large undressed stone 

' iuelf «iu « gne pertod of its hulflry tht capital gf MiPwtr,or *• tli« 

region ol Death,’* as Tod «dBe It He is; however, wrong ; for anfr is »»0 subitati* 
Ijve, but ihe rootp est imperaiiv* mood, dt iHt vfrli " to strike, 

■ Tht lalfi lOirST dm 1 have Men (excluding chkatriM and 

It' high, xpd suiHb near the village of Ren or Ran t ill such 

hav* steps by which the ictp of the cenotaph U gained- The tower of n h** 
no trace of such stepa 

* Ax promised tn the headmen of the viUagerSp ] carefully replaced the sione 
whkh [ had removed from this ruined towtr. 
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boutders and blocks of roughly-sciuared rod sandstone inter¬ 
mixed ; the middle portion contains inferior material (hence 
its decay), which again improves towards the crown of the 
building. 

i6,—MAN DOR 

Is situated one march to the north of Jodhpur. 

The population of Mandor is composed almost entirely 
of mdiiSt or gardeners; but while the proper occupation of a 
tndli is naturally horticulture, numbers of men of the mdli 
caste find employment in the Mandor quarries as stone¬ 
cutters, or sangidrdsk. But those who cling to their owm 
profession are by no means idle, for Mandor, and indeed 
Jodhpur itself, is very numerously studded with gardens; 

1 know of no other place where, within the same area, so 
much attention is paid to gardening operations. Numerically 
speaking, the gardens of Mandor and its neighbourhood (in¬ 
cluding Jodhpur) are surely unequalled elsewhere; for, besides 
others, we have Ldl Sdgar h^h and Wasir Bahsh bdghf 
a pair of fine walled-in gardens, the first deriving its name 
from that of a lake within it, and the second from that of a 
Muhammadan who formerly held office in the Jodhpur State ; 
these gardens are about miles to the north-east of 
Mandor, 

The third garden is nearer at hand, and is named Rdmji 
bdgk; the fourth is called Demdn b^h; the fifth, Phdl^ 
hdgh the sixth, Partdp Singh^i Kh&krt ^ the seventh, Moti 
Singh bdgkj containing a palatial building whose roof has 
fallen in; the eighth, Batsamand; the ninth, OAtf/ 
the tenth, Sdr Sdgar A, near the Residency; the eleventh, 
Jakavira bdgk } the twelfth,/foi/dita A ; the thirteenth, 
Byalaibdgh; the fourteenth, Afackkia bdgk f the fifteenth, 
NandUi bdgk; the sixteenth, Sarak bigAk; the seventeenth, 
RdnUddn bdgk; the eighteenth, Baria bdgkj the nineteenth, 
Meiha-nadi bdgk { the twentieth, Jatachi~p hdgh; the 
twenty-first, Kagga bdgk (and the cenotaphs of the inferior 
queens of Jodhpur are here) ; the twenty-second, Rai hdgh ; 
the mmty-Xhixd, Bkiya bdgk; the twenty-fourth. 
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tKe twenty-fifth, Wasir AH hdgh; the twenty-sixth, Chanda 
sdkh K&a, (so called from a well inside) i the twenty-seventh, 
Cimnka hdgh; the twenty-eighth, Tagas-Sdgar bdgh ; the 
twenty.ninth, Chitna-haria bdgh; and another nameless 
garden in which 1 saw a plentiful crop of poppies, on the 
banks of the Nigadrt nadt, now quite dry,—making thirty 
large gardens, besides others of smaller dimensions which f 
was unable to see, within an area of a few miles, those few 
miles being in one of the least fertile and most drought- 
stricken localities in India. An infinity of labour is required 
to irrigate and tend these gardens, and hence the large num¬ 
ber of PidiH in this part of MjrwAr; several villages are 
entirely populated by them, eg., that near the pair of gardens 
first mentioned, where there are about 350 gardeners' dwell¬ 
ings ; near Sdr Sdgar, where there must be 400 houses of 
mdlH; and Jodhpur itself contains nearly 1,000 houses of 
this caste- 

Besides Junagarh, or the ancient fort of Mandor, the 
archaeological remains here consist of a number of richly- 
sculptured stone cenotaphs. Of these monuments, seven re¬ 
ally fine examples exist in the neighbourhood of Mandor: six 
in contiguity with the garden called Mbit Singh bdgh, and 
one on an elevated plateau beyond Junagarh; and less 
than a mile from Mandor, called Panch Kdnda, or Pash 
Kdnda, on account of a supply of sacred water (contained 
in five tanks) which rises just here to a phenomenal eleva¬ 
tion, being but a few cubits below the surface of the plateau, 
which is several score of feet above that of the surrounding 
country. This place is one of general pilgrimage for Hindfts, 
but no fair Is fixed, and bathing in the waters, which are 
somewhat tepid, and most probably supplied by some mineral 
spring, is deemed almost as praiseworthy as bathing in the 
Ganges itself. This natural plateau is composed of rock, 
and is almost as level as though it were a stone floor, pre¬ 
pared artificially. I have before stated that there is one note¬ 
worthy cenotaph, on Pash Kdnda; but there are several 
others of more modem date and modest execution, and here, 
as well as with those below lying to the north-west of Moii 
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Singh’s garden, the most insignificant thiras ‘ were designed 
to perpetuate the most famous names, and thus a low mound 
of dibris and mixed stones, of all shapes and si^es, contains 
the memorial buildings of the Rio Rdja's Chonds, Rae Mai 
the founder of Jodhpur. Originally these thdras 
were mere shed-like buildings, unmscribed and unembeZifshed 
in any way \ but even these have been suffered to tumble 
together in a shapeless mass! A little further south stands 
the richly-sculptured monument of Rio Gatina, and this is 
the oldest cenotaph that has retained its four waifs in situ. 

I say four walls advisedly, for the roof, or spire, has long since 
disappeared. The stone-carving on this building is of the 
most elaborate kind, as an example of which may be men¬ 
tioned the rich bas-relief running round it and representing 
elephants, horses, &c., drawing war-chariots, which is truly 
fine ;* the manner in which the floor offered by the stone plateau 
for a foundation has been paeked up with stones so as to form 
a level surface to build upon, ts also very characteriscic of the 
shifts that have to be resorted to in a stony country.* 

Quite close to Rio Canga*s cenotaph has been erected, 
a few generations back, a small lempte, enclosed by walls, 
and on examining this temple, which is built almost entirely 
of the ruins scattered about in all directions, I discovered two 
inscriptions, of nine and seven lines respectively : the former 
was let into the floor, along with several other flat stone flags, 
to form a foot-path into the temple; and the latter, into the 
lower part of the right wall as one enters, half underground, 
and, if I remember rightly, upside down. I also found another 

< Thira i» ihe tianw given lo the huinbttsl dewription ol ccfiotapb, Snd ic 
n built of rimple boutiJefi, or panJally-dreswcl itonn, and much reaembtes, both 
a* tn aittOhd ihapt, a*mallpesHni’s hitu These fA»ra/aft^ however, rwflos. 
The cAAflWri u a trlBe more cosily, being, aa its name imports, a -canopy'' 
resting on pillars and generally raised from the ground on a plaUorrn j ft i* ap¬ 
proached by steps. The dfiiii U the grandest defcription of memorial budding, 
often three alweya Wgh. sriih several chamben, fuittasis, and tertaeai j each 
very richly caned. These dAlii have steeples, and are erected on the same Unes 
as a maHtlir, Of idol temple, only that such temples are dedicated to divinities, 
and the Mrli to the mortal whoM memtay it proserves- 

•See Plate XV. 

* For front and side views of Gattga's OAti, sec Plates XV and XVI, 
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short inscriptmn built Into the hall behind this temple, which 

records the Samvat date 1366 (A.D. j 2 io). 

V caught sight of a couple of letters of the first-named 
inscription which fortunately appeared above the sand and 
rubbish covering this foot-path or causeway, and on its being 
cleaned, I had impressions taken of those parts that were 

^"'I'he second inscription had to be dug out of the earth, 
which, on account of its low position on the wall, nearly 

covered it. It Is much defaced. 

The third inscription is broken off and lost after the first 

two lines, which merely record a date very . 

Further still to the south of what may be called 
h'Unda plateau, are a large number of monuments of the 
rA/i.K or canopy, type. These are all erected .n memory 
of the true queens’ of MirwAr, those of the females of an 
inferior class belonging to this Court being at Kagga near 
lodhuur. The largest of the queens’ cenotaphs on Pane 
Kfinda is that of the consort of the MahirajA MAn Smgh; 
this chhatri contains thirty-two pillars, Is handsomely carved, 
and, in a kind of votive chapel in the centre bears 
uon which sets forth his queen's name as the K^ehh 
-?/* and the date of her demise in V.S. 1882 (A-D- (826). 
[ found no inscriptions on the other ckbairts, save one or 

two very modem ones.* ^ 

As I have before stated, the plateau in which these monu¬ 
ments are built is of bare stone, so that no foundations have 
in any instance been excavated, and the architect has been 
obliged to level his foundation by packing up the hollows with 
stone on which the base of each building rests on its own 
weight, apparently without any collateral support. All these 
ckhatris»t^ built of highly-wrought stone, which unfortunately 
is ulastcred over, and whitewashed plaster pd whitewash 
are^the banes of a large portion of the architecture ^ th^^s 
part of India f much good carving is completely marred by 

5 T^""™r=ly iHt tribal twTne, but ihe aity one by which ihb 

enmc Ifom Jaipur, was known. 

1 Fer ihis gtoup erf cenotaphs see Plate XVIK 
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attempts at coating it over witb a glazed, stucco-ltke prepa¬ 
ration that is so successfully employed in parts of Jalpfir, and 
in those chambers of Government House, Calcutta, called the 
" Marble Hall;" but this latter work was done by men brought 
from Madras, and as the walls and pillars there are quite 
plain, the white glaze appears to great advantage. But in 
several buildings in MArwAr, and elsewhere, rich omamental 
carving, and also figure sculptures, are covered over with the 
preparation and immediately rendered pal try-looking, I have 
often been at a loss to define between stucco ornamentation 
and stone-carving, or bimd Jide sculpture. A single neglect¬ 
ed chAetri, of red sandstone, retains its stone-sculptures 
clear and uncovered with stucco, and it is by far the most 
pleasing example in consequence. Collectively, these build¬ 
ings on the Pash KAnda plateau look very well, and I photo¬ 
graphed the group from the east, and that example, un¬ 
covered with stucco, is roofless and somewhat in the back¬ 
ground of the group; it is also naturally of a darker stone, 
and can easily he distinguished in Plate XVII. The ekhatri 
of Min Singh’s queen is the largest, and placed near the 
centre of the group. 

There are only two small mosques at Mandor, and one of 
these (that in the town) is in ruin and disuse; so that there 
is only one at which prayers are said. This mosque, named 
Matjtd Ghuldmi Khdn^ stands a little to the east of the 
Panch Khnda remains above described, among a heterogene¬ 
ous group of Muhammadan buildings, none of which are very 
old. The dargdh of Tanna Pir\% conspicuous in this assem¬ 
bly, both on account of the high veneration in which the fane 
is held, and for some handsome sandalwood carvings wtth 
which it is decorated. It was erected during the reign in 
MArwAr of the MahArAjA MAn Singh. The other large tombs 
here are those of a PathAn named GbulAm Kalandar KhAn 
(one of the oldest), and of Gamna GhAzL This tomb is 
entered through a fine stone Mughal gateway around which 
some religious MusalmAns live. Though there is but one 
mosque here, it amply suffices for the MusalmAn community 
of Mandor, there being only five true believers out of a total 
mixed HiodA population (wdthin the town) of 300. In the 
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midst of these Muhammadan buildings I 

sati tablet dated in Samvat 1224, which, »f the Vikrama 

Samvat be meant, is equal to 1168 A.D. 

The piincipal cenotaphs, and indeed the most important 
objects at Mandor, are near the garden of Moti Smgh, and 
stand on the same level as the town of Mandor. These 
buildings stand m an almost straight line, which runs from 
north to south, and to the west of the more modem cenotaphs 
which exhibit a marked retrocession in the builder’s craft. 
Why is it that modem indigenous buildings in this country 
are inferior to the old ones ? The same quarries that supplied 
material for the latter are close at hand, and certainly not 
exhausted, and the MArwAr State is not, that 1 am aware of, 
less wealthy than of yore. Is It because the art of archi¬ 
tecture is extinct ? Perhaps this is not so much the cause 
of this deplorable inferiority, as the want of appreoaium, 
in the natives of to-day, of really conscientious work. The 
modern building gaudily embellished with crude colors or 
covered with stucco the white reflection of which welbnign 
blinds the spectator on a bright day, is far more esteemed 
by the present generation of natives than the magni cent 
buildings of solid sculptured stone reared by their fore¬ 
fathers. As an illustration of the above it is only needful to 
state that a building of the former description (the cenotaph 
of the late MahArAjA MAn Singh) is daily tended, cleaned, 
and ardently admired, whilst the six older and really hand¬ 
some monuments first named are wholly neglected; indeed, 
they are offensive to the olfactory organs when their upper 
storeys are visited. As to the present state of native public 
opinion regarding them, this will be readily estimated iivheu it 
is known that a colony of dhshH^ or washermen, inhabit and 
store their soiled clothes within these splendid remains. The 
vaults are also occasionally used as store-rooms in which the 
ashes of modem cremations are locked up until »t is found 
convenient to bind them in an um-Hke vessel and immerse 
them in the River Ganges; and the ashes occasionally have 
to wait a considerable time before they are conveyed to 
their last watery resting-place. They do not lie in stale, 
as we understand it, but in a corner of a dark dungeon, 
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densely crowded by bats. During itiy stay in Mandor,one of 
these sanctuaries (that of Rdji Gaj Singh) was so occupied. 

From an examination of the environs of Mandor, 1 con¬ 
clude that the royal cremations, in memory of which these 
cenotaphs are erected (much in the same manner as were the 
si upas of old), were originally conducted on the elevated pla¬ 
teau called Panch K6nda, until the reign of Rio Maldeo 
Singh, when the ceremony began to be performed on the spot 
near the garden of Moti Singh, which is the cremation ground 
to the present day, as the cenotaph of Rio Maldeo Singh is 
the earliest here. But this observation only applies to the 
reigning princes and their near male relatives ; the legitimate 
and illegitimate wives are cremated on Pash Kdnda and 
Kagga respectively. 

The earliest cenotaph of the lower series stands to the 
extreme south of the line of six, and is that of the Rao RAj4 
Maldeva Singh, who reigned over MArwAr from 1533 to 
1584 A.D. He was a contemporary of the Mughal emperor 
HQmAyAn, Of Maldeva it is related that he was sufficiently 
mean to plan the capture of Himiylln, when that much- 
wronged monarch Was flying from Sher ShAh, who had 
just seized his throne; the plan was happily unsuccessful, 
but nevertheless the base attempt would, doubtless, have lost 
MarwAr to the successors of Maldeo, had it not been for the 
person^ liking conceived by the Emperor Akbar for Rao 
Maldeo's son, Udfi Singh, whom Akbar called the Mota RAja,' 
and of whom several local tales still exist at Mandor. 

I Jl I* quite possible thil lit iransImiTtg ifela Riji gimply "the fat prince/' 
Tcjd has Ion a locid idiom which pucrled me on fint entering M Aruir. J/ikrn rJu 
does certainly signify Tal prince.*' if trarsUled liieiaJiy, but mi>ta in MlrwSr 
means "great," "good," "large.” «cxlensive," *' powerful.'' “poteni,'’ and luch 
like adj«tivts. A Mirwirf will apply itie qualifying' word nurfd to a large city, a 
wealthy or po^ful mat), and even, as f have wen. to dew water; in fact, to him 
meU means simply anything that is excellent or praisewerthy. Seddes, it is 
much more likely that the conrieoua Akbar would invent this title for Udt SingtiL 
With whom he was pleased, in A respectful or polite sense, than as a reiteciJon on 
his obesity, I therefore hold that was meant by Akbar (who was not 

slow 10 acquaint himself with the national idioms of such distinguished courtiers 
as the desen king) as a ntguljir title simitar (and identical in significance) to that 
of AfoA/myA "great prince,” and not “fat prince,” which sounds much like 
ridicule, and even coming from the Empcitr of India would be rude familiarity 
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The of the Rr.o Maldeva Is inscribed over the door 
of the sanctum and also elsewhere about ^ 

records of later times are. however, unimportant; the inscnp 
tions proper to the cenotaph are clear, and have 
by meanrof impressions. But the chambers are dark, and 
so these could not he corrected or amended. 

The second building, counting from the south, is the deoh 
of R&ii Udfi Singh,’ the first prince of MirwAr who boro the 
title of RAjA. h's predecessors having been called simply 
RAo. This cenotaph is also inscribed, and I have made out a 

portion of the inscription. . , ,..1. 

The third cenotaph, still following out the line north¬ 
wards, is that of RAjA Stir Singh, who reigned over MArwAr 
from* 1595 ^o i 6 ao* It islnscribed. 

The RAjA Gaj Singh’s iioii comes next (4th), and this 
is uninscribed, save in one place, up in the loft, where 1 found 
a proper name, which may, perhaps, be that of a pilgnm. But 
Gai Singh was sufficiently well known without inscriptions, and 
so the builders of this fine deoli probably thought r hut will 
his name and fame be equally independent of such records 
in the time that Is to come ? Of Gaj Singh we learo from 
Tod's RAjaslhAn that he reigned from A.D, 1630 to 1638- 

The fine monument raised In memory of RAja Jeswant 
Singh, who reigned from 1638 to t6Si, follows that of Gaj 

Singh, and is uninscribed. • j 

The sixtb cenoUph is that of RAjA AjSt Singh, who reigned 
from*' 1685 to 17^5 A.D., and it forms the terminating 
this magnificent chain of buildings. It is profusely inscnUd 
and marks the spot where sixty-four of his queens penshed 
in the flames of Raji AjU’s funeral pyre. Ajtt was the hero 
of the thirty years' war in RAjpfltAna, and finally died by t e 
hai\il of his parricidal son. 

If we are to judge from this cenotaph of RAjA Ajlt, there 
can be little doubt that architecture had reached a very high 

* Udfi Singh ragited over Mirwir frofn 153+ to A.D, ^ 

» Tbtii inSETTf^uni “wM cauMcJ by the oirtbreak of %bt thirty ycm 
wh«b raided Mirwlf frtrfn to A.D .and the first few yearsof *hitn 
Riji Ajh Singh was net pErmitted io reign* 
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point of excellence in MArw^r 158 years ago, when it was 
erected- Though the camngs individually are no better than 
those on the old cenotaph of the Rao Gatiga on Pash Kdnda, 
nor indeed than those on some others forming the line below, 
the design of Ajit’s monument is larger and more grand than 
anything in the neighbourhood. 

The deduction that I have been able to draw with regard 
to the general architectural characteristics of these com* 
memorative buildings, is that the older spires are roundish on 
the outside in outline, that is, convex, and this corivexity is 
generally more perceptible the older the example; a little later 
this spherical conformation disappears altogether and the 
sides are straight or obeliscal, and, later still, they tend 
inwards and become concavo-concave, and this hollowness 
increases the more modem the example. The dealt of Rao 
Maldeo Singh versus that of RAjA Udfe Singh (which stand 
side by side) will readily illustrate the above remark. 

I went inside the lower of RAjA Ajlt's cenotaph, and 
observed three trellis-work props, formed of four wooden 
poles each, fixed into it at equal distances from base to 
summit- Should these be necessary as supports, I would 
strongly re com mend the speedy employment of some more 
substantial and safe substitute. 

To the east of this principal line of monuments are the 
more humble cenotaphs of the RAjAs Abhai Singh and Rakht 
Singh, and though the former was an energetic prince and 
able warrior, we can feel little regret that his name is only 
perpetuated by this little thdrat indeed, it would be well if his 
name could be wholly forgotten and expunged from the annals 
of MArw'Ar, which record that Abhai Singh was a parricide. 
But, besides this prince, the memory of others is doomed to 
like neglect, e.g., Bakht Singh, brother to the parricide, who 
also in his turn occupied the throne of MArwAr, which^he 
ivrung from its rightful occupant, RAm Singh. This usurpation 
and the subsequent installation of Bejai Singh were the cause 
of prolonged civil war In MArw'Ar just as that ill-fa ted Slate 
had emerged from the thirty years' struggle for independence 
with the empire. 
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The cenotaph of Bejai Singh is hard by, and is also a 
homble building, though considerably larger than the others 
in this line ; it is closely surrounded by those of his sons and 
other relatives, vix.. Sir Singh, Sher Singh, Savant Singh, and 
Pratap Singh, none of whom ever reigned. Rija Bejai Singh's 
tomb is duly tended and watered j and prostrations are still 
made before a little wooden stool which serves to represent 
his throne, and which is carefully enshrined in the cenotaph. 

Behind, or to the west of, the humble ikdra of Bejai 
Singh is the deoli ol the short-lived prince Chhaiar Singh, 
the son of RAjS MAn Singh, and it is a fairly representative 
specimen of modern buildings of the kind. 

At the south-west corner of the deoli of Chhatar Singh 
I found a very interesting cairn, quite hidden from the com¬ 
mon view hy juttgul and some meaningless old walls. This 
ckabdira is inscribed, and was built in memory of some 
affluent ThAkftr, who is styled in the inscription " RAjA 
BakhtAwar Singh, Kachh-waha of jaipflr.” The inscription is 
dated, and from the date I infer that this man ihust have been 
one of the Kachh-waha nobles who accompanied the founder 
of JaipCir on his hostile mission against the RAjA of MArwAr, ^ 
which proved so disastrous to him of JaipAr. The casus beih 
in this case is said to have arisen out of some disputed rights 
of vassalage which the latter (Abhai Singh) claimed from 
BikanAr, whose prince had succeeded in interesting RAjA Jai 
Singh of JaipAr in his favour. Many Kachh-wahas must have 
perished in that battle, which ended very unfavourably for 
JaipAr. But a Kachh-waha monument within the enclosure, 
sacred to the manes of the Rathors, is certainly a curiosity. 

I had xhnjangai, &c., cleared away from this cairn. 

There are here, besides the cenotaph of the prince Takht 
Singh, those of Bhumm Singh, SirdAr Tai Singh, Fatteh 
Singh, and BahAdAr Singh. These, however, are very 
modem. 

What a change has Muhammadan influence wrought in 
India 1 Even into the proper names of her sons, words from the 
invader’s language have crept. Such a name as Sher Singh 
is surely paradoxical, meaning, as it does, " Lion, Lion both 
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words signify the same thing in different tongues. Again, 
Bah&dur, Takht, and Fatteh are clearly Persian for Mah 4 , 
GAdi, and Jai respectively. 

Before constructing a cenotaph it is usual for the -priests 
and others in charge of this cemetery (?) to enshrine the 
shoes or other relics of the deceased on a chair or stool in a 
temporary shed adjacent to the proposed site for the cenotaph, 
which should be erected exactly over the site of cremation,^ 
The seat represents the presence of the departed, and is 
usually surrounded by the ordinary temple appurtenances, e.g,^ 
flowers, &c. When the cenotaph, or more per¬ 
manent memorial, is ready, this temporary contrivance is re¬ 
moved. While at Mandor I witnessed this ceremony, as the 
foundation of a new cenotaph was barely laid, and I was 
then informed that it was a very ancient custom. 

I have before stated that such names as Rao Chanda, 
Rao Raemal (or Rin Mai), Jodha, Abhai, &c., possess very 
humble ihdras, but subsequent research has convinced me 
that these princes had not even these thdras erected with 
the object of preserving their memory, for those I have de¬ 
scribed as resembling small peasants* huts, are merely erected 
to facilitate cremation, and when it is intended to build a 
monument, these are demolished, and serve only to mark the 
position of the sanctum of such monument; thus, each of 
those great deolis must have been thdras at first. 

I also examined the ** old fort” J&nagark at Mandor, 
which Tod calls Cyclopean," But all here appear to have 
suffered from the effects of an earthquake, and, with the 
exception of the very superior masonry exhibited in the walls 
that still remain above-ground, and a number of masons’ 
marks, which I carefully collected and which may assist in 
determuiing its approximate age, these remains are not dis¬ 
tinguished by any characteristics differefit from those of half 
a dozen old places in Northern India. 

' nils nite has, hcnrevw, b«b ilVitly tlepaned ffom in tl*e ca# of Rijl 
jeswant Smgh'* memnmait, B tbt north-Oat cprtiM of whkR, and frw» 

ilw building by a few Iwl, b the snail tndvui* in which tb* fanowl waa 

lighwd, Bui thu » vtry unusuat and, dwin* » oriRanciB (^ipac^ forthii Swpa 
h rithfi: cambcfi«Ti«. 
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I found & low pillared chamber on Jdnagarh, which is very 
dark inside and of solid construction ; the sculptured figures 
it contained were not uncommon, nor indeed is any of the 
sculpture on this fort-mound. The stones of which the walls 
are composed are large blocks, very truly squared and raised 
above each other, perfectly dry, without cement of any kind. 
I also succeeded in finding one of the original gateways to 
the west, whose lintel is only i' above the dUris level r the 
whole of the portal's framework below that being completely 
buried, and elsewhere the gateways are buried altogether. 
Locally the destruction of the fortress is attributed to the 
curse of a Jagf, or religious mendicant. 

The characters which I found incised on various parts of 
the walls of Jilnagarh, but principally towards the western 
angle, are as follows:— 


?,< 5 , 


X 


of this very large) 




(two of thf&),^jl^ ^ ^ 

£? IF, a. 


which last looks modem. These letters.are generally 
very clearly and boldly incised, and are generally about ai 
high. The first may be a compound of c/iA, t, and /; the 
second looks like an Asoka v and e; the third is probably a 
mere symbol, or it may be a deformed m turned on its side; 
the fourth is not unlike an ancient s, with an additional 
flourish; the fifth a Gfipta d/ the sixth is undoubtedly the 
numeral 90; the seventh appears to be meant for a leaf, and 
was probably cut by some idle mason who had nothing better 
to do; the eighth b probably a compound of h and some 
other letter;^ the ninth an Asoka v and a / the tenth is the 
numeral 10, and the eleventh is nothing if not a modern 
DevanAgari A. 


^ TKIj fif uty I9 incised cm one of the jtmtK ihe whkii les&dA acmfts 

whkK voj bid down quite lately a relief worlt during ihe ^ 
Here t found it^ liut ib pri^tiul poaUnn 11 not known. 
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At Mandor there are altogether seven temples at present 
in use (apparently quite modern), two or three of which are 

^ A gallery of colossi at Mandor contains sixteen fibres, 
Kewn out of a single natural rock, along jJ'e^ 
long shed, or gallery-like building, partially divided off into 
compartments, has been constructed as a shrine for them. 
Some of the figures are represented on horseback, and some 
are unmounted ; all are colossal, and all are very poor exam¬ 
ples of Hindtl sculpture. They were executed during (he 
reign of RijA Abhai Singh, in whose reign, also, the stone 
gateway in the town was erected. This pantheon, if we may 
call it so is known to the natives as Ckhetis-karor^devaton. 
Jta-sthan (or saO ; it is also called K&Ia^gora. The former 
name Is derived from the conventional number of idols that 
are supposed to have been hidden in this gallery and its ar^ 
iaceni temple by Abhai Singh during his Giijrfttf carnpmgns. 
An excellent native drawing of the images is given in Tod s 
RAjasthAn, 

[^.—JODHPUR, 

With the unimportant exception of a few additional tem¬ 
ples and residences— necessarily all modem—Jodhpur pre¬ 
sents much the same appearance now as it did sixty years 
ago to Colonel Tod, whose ample descnption of the fortress, 
&c., may be seen in Rajasthan, Vol I, Per. Nar., Chap. 

Few temples are to be found older than those built in the 
reign of RAjA MAn Singh, and at the instance, we are in¬ 
formed by the author of RAjasthAn, of Deo Nftth, the high 
priest of that prince. This Deo NAtb, it would appear, was 
Instrumental in placing the RajAon the throrie of MAm Ar, not 
without a suspicion of having assassmated his predecessor- 

iS.'-PAlI. 

This busy little city is one of the few places in RAjpfltAna 
that are built in the open plain. PAII was ongmally sur- 
rounded by walls and battlements, of which traces were 
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visible in the ea^rly part of the present centuryp andp as Tod* 
infonns us, Pili, 

Ice everything else in these regions^ bore the marlca of rapine; 
and as in the civil v^ars of this State its possession was of great im- 
portance to either party, the fortifications were razed at the desire of 
the inhabitants^ who did not admire the noise of war within their 
gates. From the same feelingp when it was proposed to gird the 
sister mart, Bhilwara, with walls, the opposition to it was unlversat. 
The remants of the walls lend it an air of desoJation/^ i 

But ( did not observe any traces of these wallSp, and Pill 
has long been regarded as open and unwalled, There are 
now tw'o distinct localities at Pili^ one being called Jdna 
Pdff, or " ancient Pill," and the other PU PdH^ whi^h in the 
dialect of these regions is held to signify " higher" or " modem 
Pill." The modem Pill has, however, in process of time, 
advanced considerably upon the ancient Pill, and hence it is 
that several of the oldest buildings are to be found within the 
precincts of the former locality. 

In Jina Pili 1 found eleven noteworthy temples, the 
oldest of which is a very handsome building, dedicated to S6m 
Nith, or " the Lunar godp'* as personibed by Seva, who is 
here represented by his symbol the lingamp and attended by 
two small sculptured stone images of Nandap the sacred bull 
upon which he rode. 

This temple stands in a courtyard 76^9^ by 44' 0 " in area. 
The totA\ length of the main temple 15.54' S', and its width 
^5 ® ’ Tl^ courtyard, which is surrounded by a belt demented 
wall, lo a high and 3 6 thick, contains the following minor 
temp es s counting from the main entrance to the courtyard 
the first on our right hand is the shrine of Annapflma, or 
the 'bestowerof (daily) bread this temple is 35' high, and 
Its entrance is only 3' gT high. Second is a cAAairt. or cano* 
pied building, 13' high, with a lingam of Eklinga, Third is 
the shrine of Ganpatijl, 20' high; fourth that of AbdSvi, 21' 
high: this is an open-pilfared building to the east, whose 
sanctum is in its south-west comer. The fifth is an object 
which makes this temple, in common with the Jaina temple 

* Ptncnol Nairsuve. Vol. 1 , Rtjuthin. 
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of Naolalcha at Pit Pflit, vety noteworthy,—the existence 
within its enclosure of a Muhammadan mosque. This Jittie 
altar projects in relief from the western wall, into which it Is 
built, and its two minarets top that circumvallation by 3^, as 
they are 13'2* high, though the meherAb, or niched sanctums, 
are only a' 3' high and 3* deep. Religious toleration, it must 
be acknowledged, could not well exceed the limits to which 
it is carried in P 4 lt, for here, as well as in the other five Jain 
temples, we find mosques inside the courtyard. Sixth is a small 
shrine'dedicated to Siraj Narain, " the Solar god,” in contra¬ 
distinction to S 4 m NAth, "the Lunar god,” whose temple stands 
In the centre of the enclosure ‘and is accounted the oldest 
temple In PAIL The minor shrine of Si^rAj Narain is 15' high, 
of sikarband or obeliscal shape, and is entered by a door, 
4' 4' high. Seventh (to the south-west of the principal sanc¬ 
tum) is a cylindrical building, 3' 3" high and ^6* in, diameter, 
in which stands a trunk of a tree covered with silver and 
gold leaf, and supposed to be symbolical of Sanichar devata, 
who, along with Sllkh devata, is believed to have been an 
impromptu creation of MahAdAva on one of bis many nuptial 
expeditions, when that deity was in urgent want of attendants 
or bridegrooms. The week days Saturday {Senishar) and 
Friday {SUkrwar) are called after these dei pennies; and 
barren women circumambulate the tower as a panacea for 
their woes. Eighth is a tdisi chabatra, or platform, & high, 
on which the sacred idhi tree grows; this, too, is an object 
of worship. Ninth Is the temple of Bdrabkoji^ 35' high, 
entrance 5' 8*' high. 

The temple of S6m NAth stands on three tiers of elabor¬ 
ately fretted plinths, the first or lowermost being 9^' high, 
the second 4^', and the third a' The first hal] of the 
temple is supported on sixteen pillars, each 5^ 10* high and 
two more, of the same size, support the portico at the head 
of the eastern (main) entrance staircase. These pillars stand 
on shelf-like slabs, 3' 6* wide, which run all round and 
form seats in this chamber, and themselves rest on partitions 
of stone 5^ thick and 2* 9* high. To this we must add 
r to the thickness of the seats in order to arrive at the dis- 
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unce from \he floor of this chamber lo iU beams, that is 
q' 7/ But the floor throughout this temple is on e eva- 
tion of / 3' from the courtyardj which is again 1 6 i ^ 
« two step*, 9' and 9 l' t«Pa«'valy. have 
be ascended, and a formidable gateway, 5 3 entered, 

X:f:e the co’urtyarcl is gained. The doorway t at commim. 
cates from this chamber to the sanctum of the S6m NiUi 
temple is 6' 1* high above its thresnold, which is 1 5 hig . 
The?e are three stone bulls i/Vandf) couckant in the first 
ball the largest of which is 2' 6' high, the secon 1 9 , a 
the third a'. The Ungam which occupies ° 

the sanctum is t' high, and a sinhdsan, or stone platform, at 
the back of the sanctum chamber stands 2 hign- 

The Br,l (easteoi) chamber of the temple i! ™»ned 
irith a dome, whose summit cannot be less than aS or 30 
Lh and a fine tmncated obelisk rises over the sanctum 

c£mbcr luite 50' or SS"- ‘ o 1 

to an accident to my chemicals, to take some photographs of 
this temple, remarkable on account of its exquisite mouldings. 

The other temples in Jiina Pill are those near the I^irja- 
darwizah. of which that of Gaurijl, a jama temple built by a 
Sanya, is the best. It is lOo'm length, 40 m width, and 
4S* high, and its walls are 2' 3' thick. Second that of Kai* 
Swar Mahidftva, 30' long, ao' wide, and 50 high, walls 2 
6 ' thick. These temples are surrounded by twenty-five sdit 

ehhatris, or canopied cenotaphs. 

At the “ Jodhpur gate” is a Sivite temple surrounded by 
ten others, amongst which Is a Jaina shrine, 34 length, 14 
in width, and ao' in height, walls a' thick. Also the temple of 
Raghh N 4 th is here, which measures ioo' long, 80 wide, and 
40' high, walls a' 6': also the temple of KAm MAtA, jo' longi 
4</ wide, and 30' high,* walls a't' thick. 

At the " JhalawArgate" is a picturesque Jaina temple, lOi 
long, 20' broad, and 33' high, walls a i" thick. To the west 
of this Jaina temple is a lake. i mile long, called Naojan, and 
having ghAts for bathers built. To the east of this fine sheet 
of water is another tank, on the hanks of which is a temple 
called Dada-ka Mandlr, ind ten unimportant ckMtrfs. North 
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of the latter tank is a JaJna temple, dedicated to Santi Nftth, 
loor' long, 40' wide, and 70' high, walla 2' 6" thick. 

At the SHraj poi is another large temple of Gamijt, who 
appears to be a very favourite deitjr at Pill. It is 130' long, 
so' broad, and 50' high, walls a' 9'’ in thickness; and one of 
ThJkurji (Vaishnava), 75' long, wide, and 40' high, walls 
a' 6" thick. Also a temple of S6m Ndth (Sivite), So' long, 
30' wide, and 45* high, walls 3' 4' thick. Inside this temple 
are five small native temples, and near a ckhatri by this 
temple is a medium-sired tank, called Lauriya tdl. 

In Pit P 4 II, as I have before observed, notwithstanding 
its designation there are some fine old buildings. Foremost 
among these is the vast JaJna temple of Naulakha, for a plan 
of which see Plate XVIII. 

All the Jaina temples which I have come across in 
RAjpdtdna. have small entrances—disproportionately small for 
the buildings to which they belong; and this rule is strictly 
observed in this remarkable Jaina temple of Naulakha, which 1 
will here endeavour to describe. Regarding the derivation of 
the name there are two distinct versions. According to one 
the temple cost nine lakhs of rupees, ^nd hence its name; the 
second tale relates that it was built by a mahl^an^ or merchant, 
named Naval, + ka, the genitive particle — Navaika, or 
Naulakha. 

The temple, with its cloisters, stands in an enclosure, 
350' long from north to south, 140' broad from east to west, 
and 13' 6 “ high. But, as this enclosure is surrounded by irre¬ 
gular and often temporary buildings and sheds, i have left it 
out of my plan, which commences with the cloisters proper, 
and thus shows the details of the temple on a much larger 
scale than it would be possible to do were the irregular outer 
enclosure included. 

The main temple of Naulakha is formed of two distinct 
and almost equal parts, that to the north (front) being an 
open hall of forty-six pillars, each 11' high, without walls, but 
with roof, 51^ long by 31' broad ; and the back portion to the 
north is a regular chamber, 40' long by 31' broad, with walls 
2^ & thick. The comparative thickness of these walls is 
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owing to the sikri, or obeliscal spire, being mainly supported 
upon eight pillars, each 11' high, which are arranged in a 
circular fashion inside the sanctum. There are four more 
pillars to the extreme north of the inner courtyard, and these 
with their roof form a canopy, which leads into the building 
nei£t to that containing the well. 

The sanctum of the temple has two more entrances to the 
east and west, which are likewise sheltered by canopies and 
supported on ornamented columns. The cloisters which sur* 
round three sides of the courtyard are also supported on 
pillars along their inner edge, the small pillars supporting the 
thirty-eight minor cloister-temples are each f 6* high, and 
those of the three larger cloister-temples are each g' high. 
The construction of these extensive cloisters will be clearly 
seen in Plate XVI 11 , and it Is only necessary to say that the 
minor compartments are entered by doors 4' high in the 
thirty-eigbi small cloister shrines and 5' 9" in the large ones, 
that they are crowned by sikris 30* and 45' high respectively, 
and that these steeples are dpuble-steeples,—that is, small 
steeples run round the inner edge (facing the principal tem¬ 
ple), and large ones round the outer edge of the courtyard, 
both being, of course, supported upon their respective clois¬ 
ters ; so that there are eighty-four steeples on the cloisters 
alone, and as the vanes of these are plated with gold at top, 
the appearance is somewhat dazzling. 

All these cloisters contain small Jaina figures of the Tir- 
Ihaxkaras, and all three entrances to the principal temple are 
6' in height; but as the ornamental threshold at foot of the 
sanctum entrance is "f high itself (the semi-circular pro¬ 
jection being 3' and the threshold proper 1' 4'), the height oi 
this entrance from the floor is 7' 7'. Besides its gorgeous 
appearance, this temple is noteworthy for two very unusual 
features, the first of which it enjoys in common with-the tem¬ 
ple of S6m N4th here,— vis.^ a mosque, which in this case is 
so' high, within the precincts of its courtyard; and the second is 
its strength or capacity as a defensive fort. The latter struck 
me forcibly on first entering the building, and a glance at the 
plan will, 1 think, confirm my impression. One must, however, 
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bear in mind that the whole is again surrounded by another 
set of outworks; that all these out*houses and cloister shiines 
(which could easily be converted into barracks)—in fact every 
building—is only accessible from. Tiithin y and that the solitary 
entrance from without is but 2' 10*'wide and raised a' a' from 
the road'lcvel by three steps and a wide threshold. Such an 
entrance would not require many men for its effectual defence. 

Granting that small entrances are common to Jaina tem¬ 
ples, it is seldom that one finds such very obvious traces of 
fortification (even to a strongly-guarded well) In the religious 
edifices of India, 

The outer cloisters running round three sides of the court¬ 
yard are approached by three steps, which are in front of 
each shrine and betwixt buttresses, each 3' 6" high, and on 
which rest two pillars which support the common roof. 

Like the temple of Sbm NAlh,' the Naulakha temple rests 
on fretted plinths and is elaborately carved in parts. 

The mosaics in the front hall, OTardhe mandapa, are inter¬ 
esting, both on account of their being undoubtedly indigen¬ 
ous, and of their excellence. The colours are yellow, black, 
and white, in well-arranged proportions, and the designs repre¬ 
sent a variety of mystic crosses, or STOastika. 

19.—NADOLA. 

(An old site in the Aravali Range, midway between PAli and 

Raipur.) 

In the local traditions regarding the early history of this 
town, the following legend is preserved. 

Originally Nadola was in the possession of a community 
of Br4hmans, and w'hen Rao Lakh an the Chohdn* arrived 

^ fn tfie fremt chamber <rf thfi temple \ diiccveml a Saniikril Inscriptioti 
gf 21 Isnes* gf/which, hcrwtvw* 17 are completely ddaced, leaving oflly 4. But 
these ccmtaln the Samuai date %200, and a« the advenn of the Rahtoes in Pllf 
is placed in Aljwriit laT^p the m«TiptJon, nnd likewise, of the temple of 

Sfiin Niilv ^“51 belong to pn>Rablor tlmeSi AP, Mve a letter \n itwi cqmerof 
thlj InsOfiptjtm, was quite invisible^ being campleteV covertd Over with innuttief- 
^ble ccatfl of whitewash andsiuooo. But J had it cteaned, and Fegret much that, 

it tf in such poor condU Lon- 

* In iho RijpCktina i^ajotteeTj Vd. ir^ p. 41^ 1 hnd mention of a "Jedh 
Loithao^^' who Ld galled " the son of Pnthvt Rij.^ 
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upon the scene, these Brihmatis employed him as re&wdia, or 
■‘watchman," of Nadola. A short time after his mcnmbeitcy 
a certain cowherd reported to Rao Lakhan that a strange 
cow was wont to mingle with the cows which he (the cow¬ 
herd) daily tended, and that after grazing on his pastures, 
she disappeared. In accordance with the Choh&ii*s advice, 
the cowherd determined to pursue the unknown cow, and the 
next day, when she was on the point of running off as usual, 

he seized her tail and followed. 

The cow led him into a mountain cave called Mangftra-ka- 
Jh&nkar,^ where he saw, seated over a fire, a little old woman 
who asked him whence he came and what he would have. 

When the cowherd complaintd that he had not received 
any remuneration for the pasturage of her cow, she gave 
him a handful of golden wheat, which in his ignorance he 
straightway bartered for tobacco,* The merchant who be. 
came possessed of this wheat, happened to show it to Rao 
Lakhan, who, being versed in such phenomena, exerted him¬ 
self to discover the source of the wonderful grain, and told 
the cowherd that when the mysterious cow was again home¬ 
ward bound, he would accotnpany her to her lithic retreat.- 
On the morrow, when the cow bad finished grazing and was 
again ready to decamp, the cowherd, as before, seized her tail, 
and was in turn grasped round the waist by Rao Lakhan, and 
the three hastened away to the rocky cave, on arriving 
where, the same old woman, whom the cowherd had seen on 
his first visit asked the Choh 3 .n if he had br ou ghtwith him 
any offering for her shrine., " Yes," said Rao Lakhan, “ 1 have 
brought the head of a dissatisfied man," and thereupon 
struck off the cowherd's head with his sabre and presented 
it to the crone, in whom he recognised the goddess " For¬ 
tune." * Fortune was gratified on receiving the cowherd’s head, 
and bestowed Nadola and the outlying districts of God- 

■ Still pdntt’d tint 3 milH from N'adola. 

* Thai li ^ ihc popular legend has it. Byt, a$ the tab refers to eaHy 
period, it is probahlc that tobsicco, vhkh wo? unkytuwn In India before Mufhol 
hss been siibstatuLed for which a »aid to have been incrodii£«i 

IndiA by Qran. 

I takshmL 
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wAr upon Rao Lakhanj telling him that a tandeff or " cara¬ 
van,*' of horse-mcrchants would shortly arrive with their wares, 
and that he was to sprinkle an infusion of sandalwood on 
the steeds, which would immediately change their colour, so 
that their owners would fail to recognise them/ With these 
horses the Rao conquered the Brdhmans of Nadola, his old 
employers, and ruled over Nadola and its dependencies {for 
Nadola was the capital of GodwAr), until an unlucky day 
dawned for him, when one of his servants of the JVa/ caste 
informed him that a woman of rare beauty daily visited the 
city. Rao Lakhan stationed himself in his bara dart on the 
summit of theSiiraj-pal*" his usual custom in the afternoon,” 
and on seeing the object of the Nafs eulogy, he ran down 
into the street, and, catching her skirts,.impeded her further 
progress. 

This woman happened to be the same Fortune who had 
given him dominion, and who had come in this alluring guise 
to tty his virtue, but, as his boldness towards one whom he 
then regarded as his subject, convinced her of his inability to 
rule, she withdrew her patronage and likewise the territory of 
Nadola from Rao Lakhan the Choh&n. But,’’added the 
old BrAhman who related the above story to me, ” Fortune is 
always fickle, and a difficult mistress to serve.” We leam 
something of Rao Lakhan from Colonel Tod, in RdjasthAn, 
Vol. I, page 680. 

At Nadola are some stone temples and a modest fort: the 
temples, however, are all comparatively modern, none being 
older than the fifteenth century of our era; and one cannot help 
regretting that, in describing these buildings, which are no 
better than dozens of their kind in R&jpAtAna, Colonel Tod 
should have thought fit to drag forth for comparisons Csesar's 
genius, as displayed in the construction of his bridge over 
the Rhone, the buildings of the Helvetii, and the earliest 

* Very ungodJike proceeding truly* and one were it prac^i-Able,^ we 

i/voqld ftbitLrw^tly cilll horse-sieaJinf^# But with tlu^ HSndA^» might b often regarded 
^ right* and thU wofidlerful arra-HBemcnt for a atud la deemed fsir 

more glofieua ihan a mere 

• The ■^Sun-gAtc*" wtkh yel sundj in the town.. It is JccovnEed aa one ol 
ihc oldest cibjecti here. 
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Roman architecture. The comparisons are unnecessarily far¬ 
fetched, wholly uncalled for, and serve no other earthly pur¬ 
pose than to act^uaint the reader that they are familiar to 
the author. 

Regarding the age of these temples, I found inscriptions 
at three of them, and these range from 1666-68 to 1744 of the 
Sam vat era. 

The inhabitants point to the SHraJ-^oI, "gateway of the 
sun," as the oldest building here, saying that it was built 
by Rao Lakhan, who lived shortly after the last Chohdn 
emperor. The fortress, too, is in all probability old. The 
present town of Nadola is surrounded by low rubble walls, 
and has gates, both in thecircumvallation and inside, to divide 
off the different castes and trades into wards or Tfii-hn/as. The 
houses are built of stone in much the same fashion as those of 
the trans-Indus country, t.e,, shapeless boulders, packed toge¬ 
ther, with thin shales or wedges of stone inserted horizontally. 

There are nine temples within the town, of which four 
are Vaishnava, two Saivite, and three Jain. The JaSna temples 
are dedicated to Neroin&th, Mah&vira, and SantinAthj the 
temples of Vishnd are devoted to various incarnations of that 
deity, and those of Si^a contain merely his phallic symbol. 

On ascending a fine flight of stone’ steps, one enters the 
fort of Nadola from the east, and is confronted by the most 
handsome temple here. This temple is dedicated to MahA- 
d6va, and is built of a light'Coloured limestone called sonana, 
after a quarry of that name, three kos hence. This is the 
lightest-coloured limestone I have yet seen, and almost re¬ 
sembles white marble. 

This temple is richly carved, and contains three inscrip¬ 
tions, each dated in Samvat 1666, and recording the building 
of the temple from eleemosynary funds, in each comer of a 
square courtyard, in the midst of which this temple stands, is 
a small shrine, which is subordinate to the central building; 
these four shrines are called Surya^ka-mandar, Devi-kd-man-' 
dar, and Stkarband, From the fortress ^whose 

• Thb m A ntf grilocd iWqc, RdmbtUjf tdapled for ImUdtnj purpo^, ind 

SotU ifCEr 4 ncig'hi'bowiDg' 
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towers are square) a considerabJe view of the surrounding 
country may be obtained. Hence I saw a high conical hill, 
situated to the west, and crowned by fortifications, f enquired 
about it from the men who conducted me over the fort, and 
was given to understand that it was a hivj or isolated 
bastion of the main fort, so it must have been used as a 
" look-out,” 

Outside the town there are fifteen temples s one of Vokal 
mAlA, one of Siva, one of Asapuma niAtA, two of Han^^mAn, one 
of RishebAbi, one of Chatarbhoj, and a ruined pillared temple 
now called Khetla-ka-sth 4 n.^ But in many of these are minor 
shrines, dedicated to various divinities other than, or attend¬ 
ant upon, the principal occupant of the temple, and hence the 
total number of extramural temples is given at fifteen. 

The last-named building is the most remarkable, and cer¬ 
tainly the oldest, in Nadola or its neighbourhood. At present 
only eight massive columns and architrave pieces remain of 
this ruin, between the pillars of which marriage ceremonies 
are now conducted ; hence its present name. 

That these remains represent one of the oldest flat-roofed 
temples of which we know, no one who has examined them will 
doubt \ and that this building should have escaped the obser¬ 
vation of previous visitors to Nadola, is no less surprising than 
Its antiquity is obvious, Onginally there were either fifteen 
or twelve columns in this edifice, as we allow a greater or less 
number running north and south ; east and west no more could 
have existed than at present, as I obsen’ed the outside returns 
of the architraves where they crown the consols in these direc- 
tJons. 

At present, however, only eight columns, each 13'3'high, 
are in situ, and these cover an area 25' long (east to west) 
and 14*^5* broad (north and south). 

The columns rest on massive square bases 5^6' in girth, 
above which they are octagons of 5' 1' girth, and higher 
still they became cylinders of 4'10' circuit. They are crown¬ 
ed by mdely-hewn capitals, of a style which I will call 
“ four-winged " (the centre portion is circular, and hence their 

^ Form Tjtw of whKh M Pfati XIX- 
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plan cannot strictly be called cruciform, unless it be a Maltese 
cross), as they send out an angular bracket-like member, wbich 
in the case of the outermost ones form supporting consoles, 
from each face. No traces of sanctum or walls remain here, 
but much of the materials proper to this ancient temple have 
been utilised in the construction of a neighbouring shrine in 
which I found five short Incised records, which, from the shape 
of the stones on which they are cut, I take to belong to the 
pillared hall just described. On one of the pillars of the 
Khetia ruins 1 found a short record in characters of the ninth 
or tenth century, when the building must have been much in its 
present ruined condition, as the letters are engraved outside 
the outermost pillar where a wall must have originally stood. 
The inscription Is much obliterated by the action of rain, and 
only a letter here and there can be made out; therefore no con¬ 
nected reading can be given here. This remark also applies 
to the inscribed pieces built Into the neighbouring temple; 
but a few of the characters from their shape appear to belong 
to the eighth or ninth century A.D. 

ao.—JONA KH£RA. 

Jdna Khiro, or *' the ancient ruin," is situated a little to 
the east of Nadola, on an extensive mound, which is in parts 
densely covered with fragmentary pottery and burnt bricks. 
Burnt bricks are somewhat scarce in MArwir nowadays, 
most of the buildings being built either of stone, unburnt 
bricks simply dried in the sun, or of ak {Ckhiropis^t ^ l*'*^*^ 
of bramble indigenous to these sandy countries. Nevertheless, 
the bricks in J6na Khfira are numerous, and large, as I found 
some pieces almost on the surface 14*’ long j’ but as none 
of the pieces which I collected retained two angles entire, I 
could not determine their vridth. 

On the naturally-elevated plateau called Jflma Khftra, 
which undoubtedly marks the site of an ancient city, I found 

* 1 concIiKli; tiai iHe (JMSurement piven \% tJi« fi^gthp for it ^ *t lisail 
bable ihal il is she ffierc vbdthp m which case the brklu would Iwccptiie rnoftiw®* Y 
larpe. 
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four mined temples, the foundations of which are formed with 
large rudefy-dressed blocks of stone; in only two cases, 
however, does anything in the shape of superstructure exist, 
though in a third building the sanctum screen stands quite 
alone at the western end of the foundation of its temple, 
having outlived every trace of walls, &c. 

As these mined temples are disposed over Jflna Khira 
almost due north and south, 1 will describe them in that order, 
beginning with that building to the north, which is also the best 
preserved of the four. 

Temple No, I is situated almost in the centre of the mins 
and retains its deep boldly-carved plinth intact, or nearly so, 
and also a couple of feet of its walling. This temple stands 
on an artlhcially-made rock platform, measuring east and 
west, 59' north and south, and Is S' 8' in height above the 
surrounding fields. Above this again a granite plinth rises 
for 5^ 9* and at the highest point the rudely-squared porphyr- 
itic blocks, which formed its walls, still retain a mean height 
of 5'^ above the plinth, and hence the present height of this 
min is 19' 5' above the fields. 

The rock basement, or foundation ire media tety supporting 
the plinth, is formed in great part of conglomerate, found oh 
or near to the spot, and measures 29' 1' fronr cast to west, 
and 27' 6 * from north to south; but the chamber interiorly is 
only 18' 8“ by 16' 4,* as the walls are very massive. 

The entrance to this building was evidently from the east 
but the body of the temple is completely filled up with rubbish 
w'hich has, in course of time, formed a kind cf inclined ramp, 
siarting from several feet to east of the building, and leading 
up to the remains of its back or western wall. 

Temple No. II is 105' long from east to west, 60 ' from 
north to south, and only stands at present 7' high. This Is 
only a solid moutid of massivb stones, with traces of walls. 

Temple No. HI is 48' 6' east and west, 40' 7* north and 
south, and to'* high. This height has reference to the lower 
portion of the sanctum of the temple (which I have before 
stated still stands intact, all the other walls having passed 
away long ago), and on the outside or western face of this 
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sanctum screen I found the figure of a bull, and a few letters 
incised; the letters are old, but, along with the bull’s figure, 
are very badly cut« 

Temple No- IV is 98's* from east to west, 50' 6" from 
.north to south, and 8' 9' high. 

There is another small ruined building S' 9' long by 10' 3* 
broad, which has walls 2' 8* thick, still standing to a height of 

4' 3 ' 

Of Ji^na Kh^ra nothing is traditionally known, except that 
it was the first Nadota, and existed previous to the foundation 
of that town already noticed. It is also stated by the peasants 
and others with regard to Jdna Kh6ra, that its inhabitants 
incurred the displeasure of a certain ^ogf who cursed the city, 
thereby transforming it into its present ruinous state, or, as 
they express it, in their Mirw'Arf dialect,—The Jogt trans¬ 
formed the Patan, "a standing city,” to Datan, "a fallen 
■ruin.'’ 

PHILOLOGICAL NOTES. 

During my travels in Rdjpfltflna, and especially in M&rwdr, 
I.collected the following list of dialectic peculiarities, by con¬ 
versing with people of various degrees. Each is a distinct 
impediment of speech, shared equally by the educated and 
illiterate classes, and no amount of training is capable of 


correcting it. 

■Suiitiitat 

k 

for 

mrrn 

i or 4 * This iiripedinien t ronfum j with 
S fdthcr pronoynced as an ordinal or a 
numer^) ; thySj tor Rdjipai vili 

sufa&tEiute hat, which ia very like dt (Bj* 

t which in MlnrAr and U 

pnmoofsced vtry dearly 

W ¥ 

B e alike: the former labdAl js 

altered. 


^ Walk of tha iaibib'Eiitjini af h Eqt i or oJ EtbcK pHuliKritiflS 

Appeal Id hiM «Ciped oluervatMti | raareover, ht dem ndt irraork lluit Hmi' 

f&T r MM mm m ; liDaiu comiders it «d impedirnnE peroper to M Jrw^f j 
btkt tliDafh it ti perhApt nkiT« ofatJoq? there* J hm.vE It in Hven^ parn pt 

RijpQlinA- Nor it be Ail buJi [& bilker sf tbe ether five eormpEbiBJ 

to AD/ pertKutAr pirt oJ 









PANJAB and RAJPOTANA in TS8J-B4. 


99 


SuhtiftiitU 

M 

T 

fk, U pfCinfldTiced 

I 

V 

cAA especiaJly in M^wAr. 

M (very wfl) 

/, hut cufiiMjsiy jh is very cmrcecSy Udrified 
p^Fvd under^oeA na changiv 


i which the kfdrwdri 

calls fiimL 


31.— NATHDWARA 

stands 23 miles north-north-east of Udaipur, aftd is a 
town of houses built almost concentrically in ranges 

along the Inner edge or bank of a sem[-circular rocky ridge 
which encloses an area of about half a mile from north to 
south, and is open to the east. But the houses crowd to¬ 
gether towards the centre of this crescent, or amphitheatre* 
like area, and thus the plan of NAthdwjira would not be 
unlike a half circle, with its diametrical line to the east. 

The granite rocks overlooking NAthdwAra were originally 
fortified, and of these fortifications, consisting principally of 
rough stone walls and dikes thrown across the mountains, 
portions still exist; the more obvious and best preserved 
being to the south, above the town. Many of the bouses, 
moreover, are pierced for guns, NdthdwAra has altogether 
eleven gates, some of which are both large and hajjdsome, 
and the town it partially surrounded by low stone walls. But 
of rhe eleven gateways, only three large and five small (called 
HTrits) are in ihe outer circumvallation, and three are inside 
the town and serve to divide it off into contpaitments, or 
tmhalasy in common with several other places which I have 
seen in Rdjpdtdna. The large gates are called Mathura dar~ 
t^assy Thufitta darwasuy and •Ladhighdti Chavtkika darwasa. 
Though the number of houses here is estimated at g.ooo, 
the population is only estimated at 13,000, which only allows 
about a| souls to each dwelling. The population of NAth- 
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dwira is, however, veiy fluctuating, owing to the large number 
of pilgrims whose visits are uncertain, and at the time of 
mjr visits (in April 1883), I was given to understand that 
1,000 or 1,100 houses maintained for the accommodation of 
these pilgrims stood empty. The object of attraction here is 
the great temple of N&thjt, which is the principal Vaishnav 
establishment in these regions. It is, however, quite modem, 
as is everything else here, for the site was formerly an 
obscure hamlet called Stork, and the temple was built in the 
reign of Aurangzeb. 

The, following story of the origin of Nithdwira was re¬ 
peated to me by the people there at least a dozen times, 
but as Colonel Tod has the popular version in his R&jasthiln^ 
VoL I, page 409, I will quote thence:— 

** TbU is ttc most cdebrated of the faces df the Hindu Apollo^ 
Its etymology is 'the portal [dwara] of the god^ (NaUi)^ of the 
saiEbc import an kis iQOr-e aedeot shrine of DwaricR at the ^wodd'^s 
endJ 

"Nathdwara is tweaty^ihird tuiles □arth-north-east of Oodipurj on 
the right bank of the Banm Although the prinqpaJ resort of the 
foliowers oi Vishnu^ it has nothing veij remarkable in its structure 
or aitoation. It owes its celebrity entirely to the image of Krishna^ 
aaJd to be the same that has been worshipped at Mathura ever since 
his deiGcationt between eleven and twelve hundred yeariH before 
Christ" 

Besides Ndikji-ia-Mandar there are four large temples at 
Nkthdw&ra j three of these are of Vaishnu and one of Siva, as 
Iheir names wil! show. They are calJed Bal Krishna ffan 
w 4 rlf Fishn^ JVdtAjfj Nonit Ld^'t^ and SkeandiAji. There is 
another group of s^ven small temples called coNecttvely iiff 
or the ''seven forms" (of Vishtii). The various other 
shrines at and around N&thdwAra number fifteen. But there 
is nothing oW at NAthdwAra, and its establishments. The 
4^000 cows, chief mflkhia, pilgrimand costly offeringSjremam 
to-day much the same as when Tod visited the place, and for 
further details I would mfer the reader to the pages of 
But I found an old site situate about 3 miles 
iioftb-^east of NAthdwkra* The/e is at present a village called 
Kotragarh built on it, and a portion of the old fort has been 
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utiti^d for Kabitations* There are also some old temples 
at Kotragarh. At NAEhdwAra, the mouth-co¥ered Jains are 
seen in small nomberSi but they have no place of worship 
here, for there is not a single Jain temple at NAthdwiraj and 
I ara told they chant and worship in their own dwellings. Tod 
says (RAj* I* p« 52a) that during his visit there were 4^000 
cows at NithdwAra. There are fewer now; but they are 
beautiful creatures^ and have large spiral bomSp which are 
painted a bright green colour^ 

CHITORGARH. 

My visit to Chitorgarh has enabled me to acquire a mass 
of inscribed data collected from various parts of that celebrated 
fortress, and some of these data^ along with any remarkSj 
&c,| which my examinations called for, have been collected in 
the present volume- Before proceeding with my own account 
of Ohitorgarhp I will endeavour to give an epitome of the excel¬ 
lent works now before me on the Rock. I need hardly add, the 
former will necessarily be somewhat brief owing to the fullness 
and general accuracy of the latter. 

The following is from Dr. Stratton^s Chitor and the 
M^wAr Family *x~ 

In approaching Chitor Irom the west^ an which side the 
Nimacb and Nasirahad Railway and high road pass at a distance pf 
I i mileBp the road^ from either of thcsej^ crosses the Gamberi river by 
a ma^ive oJd bridge of grey limeBtonCj with ten arches, all of pointed 
shape except the sixth from the west tiank^ which is semi-circular. 
The arched gateways and towers, formerly at cither end, have now 
disappeared. In the first archway from the we^ is a stooc, with an 
inscriptioiip partly chiselled out ; and in the sixth are two, with geo* 
tnetric figures of cirdes, and inscriptions in vertical lines. These two 
stones are evidently from older structures and have been cut smaller^ 
regardless of the inscription, and then laid flat, to suit the masonry 
udursea of the pier. The date and bniJder of the bridge seem not 
cerUinty known, as its arching and perfect condition scarcely accord 
with the popular Hindu idea which refers it to Ari Singh, son of 
Rana Lakhsbman Singh, both of whom were killed In the siege by 

* Coududinf ch?pier, tfltitkd Mail ta the fTort/* 
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Ala-ud-din in A.D, 1290 dr 1303 accordiog to Ferishta's acci^tint, 
Another Mmsulman history (not now at hand)» ascribes the bridge 
Id Ala-ud-din’a sonp Khtir Khan^ who was for some time left in com¬ 
mand^ and who called Chi tor Kblzrabad. 

*' When Chi tor vras the living capital of Mewatj the city with 
its palaces, houses^ and markets was up in the fort and the buildings 
below formed merely an outer ba^ar. Deserted as it has been for the 
last three centuHes by all that could make it thrive, the modem town 
IS little more than a walled villagep with narrow crooked streets, 
b « ^ » The town^ with its surrounding waltp is situated like an 
outwork to the lower gate of the principal entrance to the fort close 
at the western bascp and a little north of the middle of the hill^ whichp 
as already descnbed^ bas a north and south measure of between 3 and 
4 miles. It is called the Talehti or the Limer Town of ChitOTp just 
as at Kalinjar^ the village at its basep is known as Tarehti. 

"The ascent, which begins from (within] the south-east angle of 
the town^ is nearly a mile to the upper gate, with a slope of about 
I in 15. There are two rig-zag bends, and on three portions thua 
formed are seven gates, one of w^hicb, however;, has only the base¬ 
ment lefL From the gale at the foot, known as the FadaL Pol or 
Pat wan Pol, the first portion runs north for 1,050 yards, passing 
through the nearly obliterated Bhairo or Phuta {broke nj Pol above 
mentioned, and the Hanuman Pol to the first bend. Here the second 
portion of 335 yards begins^ and turning south at once passes through 
the Ganesh Pol, and continues to the Jorla Pol, just before the second 
hendr At this point the third portion of aSo yards, which turns agmia 
to the north, commences^ and directly after leaving the bendj passes 
through the Lakhshman.Pol^ continqing then to the upper or maia gate^ 
the Ram Pok . . , . 

" On the second portion of the ascent, a few paces beyond the 
Ganesh Pol, there id the loose stone parapet on the right handi a 
fragment of an inscribed stone;, about- high by broad;^ the 
' okva^ers on which ar* bid, jnuch older than those of the in- 
jscrlptjoos on the bndge, which are of the ordinary Nag^ style. On 
the tipper part of the third portion is a bastion with an old dia- 
nnounted gun ; and at the top facing the great gate, the place of 
the rampart ts.occupied by a pillared baj], now used as a guajd-^house^ 
and apparently of ancient construction, though the spaces, between 
the pjlLar^,on the outside towards the plain have at a latter d^te been 
built up, with pointed arche^ aod thess again dosedp excepting one^ 
brides whichp on. the top of u pilJarj, ib an LpscripHon of Samvat 
* 53 ^ (^-D- 14^3) said to^ record the visit of a Jain digsitafy* From 
Pic top of this halk on wbkh there are two fpizr^iiililAred: dihatrist ^ 
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view of tlic phin is obtained. Outside tbe Ram Pol are several 
iosrcriptioos, . * . ^ There are inscriptions also on stones of 

the wall itself on both sides of the gateway^ one being on the right or 
south side^ and two or three on the left. Sundry, of the inscriptions 
bear the name of Bapbir^ who was Regent and a would-be usurper 
about A,D. [539, Others are merely of Satnvat 1832 and 1833, 

A.D. 1776 and 1777^ The Ram Pol is a large and handsome gateway 
crowned, not by a true arch, with voussoirs radiating from a 
centre:^ and closed by a keystqnei but by a Hindu quasi arch of 
horiiontal courses, in which the upper courses of either side project¬ 
ing inwards, overlap each other till they meetj or nearly so^ being 
then slabt^d over. This is the construction of all the gateways on 
the ascent, except the Jorla, though in one^ the Lachchmanj the 
lower angles of the projecting courses are sloped off^ giving the whole 
the outline of a regular pointed arch. 

** Inside the gate, on each sidCj is a hall or guard-room, supported 
on Square-shaped and slightly tapering antique pillars. Immediately 
past the hall, on the left hand, a now and wide road,, presently to be 
noticed, has been opened, leading to the north. The road from 
the gate goes straight on eastward) for about 50 paces* 

directly facing the gate* the hill again riseS steeply. 

At Patta Sing's chabutm the old road divides into tbree^ a 
steep foot-path in the middle directly ahead, a bridle track more 
gradually ascending towards the north, and a lane barely passable 
for a cart to the south. From the Ram Pol thus the visitor has two 
courses before him: either to thread the old lanes and bye-paths, or to 
follow the new carriage road. . . , , Then turning south, near 
a 5mall Hindu temple on the right (west) of the road, it continues in a 
straight run along the crest, with the old Jain tower ptaudine up 
^andly m front. The road passes close on the west side of this and 
the Jam temple immediately on its sooth. The tower is locally called 
the {or small") JCiHAam, this latter being the popular con 

traction of or - Tower of Fame,'--AriWy meaning fame, 

^ sort which is gained by good deeds, as distin- 

gui^cd from the fame of military exploits. Fergus^on thus describes 

interestngjaina monuments of the age fthe 
th of Jsina architecture, which extended down to about 

w perhaps a little after that) is the tower of Sri Allat 

(Rana Muji), which still adorns the brow of ^ ^ 

** larger and more modern tower, Fergusson writes j— 

India ^ the north of 

I revival in the fifteenth century, especially under the reign 
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of Khumbhd^ one of the mmi powerful of the kings of the Mewar 
dynasty whose favourite eapiLa .1 was Chitor.. His reign extended from 
1418 to 146S, and it is to him that wn owe the oUier of the two towers 
that still adom the brow of Chi tor. This one was erected as a Pillar 
of Victory to commcoiorate his victory over Mahmud, of Malwa, in the 
year 1439. It is therefore in Indian phraseology a or 

Pillar of Victory. - - « « It is nine storeys in height, each of 

which is distinctly marked on the exterior. A stair in the centre 
commtinicates with each and leads to the two upper storeys, which are 
openj and more omamental than those below. It jg 30 feet wide at 
the base and more than 120 feet in height, the wfiole being covered 
with architectural cmamcnts and sculptures to such an extent as to 
leave no plain paiiSj while at the same time this mass of decoration is 
kept so subdued that it in no way interferes either with the outline or 
the general effect of the pillar/ " 

^ He remarks in a note: ' The dome that now crowns this tower 
was substituted for the old dome since I sketched it in 1839. It ina> 
be added that the old dome had been injured by lightnings and the 
. repairs were by Mahaiana Sarup Sing. If the old Jain tower gave 
the general idea of the newer stnichircj its ornamental details are 
Hindu rather than Jain, The stair insidi is much wider and easier than 
in the older tower^ and on the interior of ihe storeys are carved a 
series of Hindu gods, with the names inscribed below/ 

** From either of the two upper open storeys there is a splendid 
panorama of the hill and the plains below. In the topmost are two 
stabs^ (not merely one aS'meotioned by Tod) with long inscriptions. 

* . , . From the tower one may turn back a little (f>., 

south-west) to the Mahasati and Gaumukh. The Mahasati is a 
small wooded terrace^ a step down, as it werCp from the cliff wall 
which retains the Ha^i Kund, and here, before the founding of Udai¬ 
pur, was the place of incrematJon of the comparatively few Ranas 
who died in peace at home ; but at that time or canopied 

monuments^ were either not built or have since been destroyedi aS 
the few now seen are modem, and not those of Ranas. 

Below the Mahasatij on a lower terracep are the Gaumukhi springs 
and reservoir. The former are two or three in number, issuing from 
the cliff face at cow^rrtouth carvings now mutilated. The waterp 
evidently percolaiing from Ihe Hathi Kund above, falls first in an 
old pillared ball, and thence into a masoufy reservoir below, even¬ 
tually, when abundant enough, supplying a little waterfall lower 
down as already mentioneA , , . . The only three entrances 

^ fnscriplkm in the buiklieg at foot d the 

Tower of Vntory,.!* Hate XXV. 
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\o the Fort now are Ihe Ram Pol^ the Suraj Polj and the small gate 
of LakJia, already described. , ^ . Beyond this, on the 

right, is the cAaugatff or paradcj and farther oa^ a tank with the 
Island Palace of Rani Padminij now being repaired; and, after that, 
a succession of other tanks. On the western ridge is first passed the 
large old palace of the Ranipura Chief; and, a little farther on^ tliat 
of Salumbar. Next^ on the ndge^ Is seen the temple of the goddess 
Kallka Mata, dr Devi, the shnne and lower part of which, including 
the pillars^ are said to be older than the present dynasty, above a 
thousand years^ though repairs to portions have been frequent in later 
times^ Then come close together the ruined palaces of Patta Sing 
and JaimaL . * ^ . 

" Midway between magazine and bastion Is a carved stone tem¬ 
ple now called the Ssngar-Chaurip containing a canopied masonry 
dais, and said to have been built by the Jain Treasurer of RAna 
Kumbha. The bastion and lofty walls were the commencement of 
an inner citadel^ intended by the usurper Banblrp who ruled in the 
minority of (Jdai Sing, to be a protection from foes within Chltor, 

"^The drive from the Mori Tank hitherto has, to some extent 
followed the line of old roadSj now Improved and made passable, 
and here it traverses the ruined Moti Barar. But^ farther on, the 
old tracks turn ;io the west, where the principal part of the city w-as, 
and in the direction of the Ram Pol, while the new drive continues 
direct to the north, passingon its left the Ratneswar Tank and the 
palace of Ratna Sing on the farther side, and then^ rising out of 
the valley, mounts the DOrthem loop of the ridge where the new road 
from the Ram Pol comes up^ and from which tJiis circuit of the fort 
was commenced. 

It was mentioned that the old road from the Ram Pol divided 
into three at Patta Singes monument. It is along these lines that 
most of the comiponer parts of the old city may he traced. The one 
in the middle is merely a steep foot-path leading directly to the 
higher ground on which the town w^as mostly built. The one to 
the north ts little more than a bridle-road, but it is worthy of being 

explored, as it leads to a group of interesting old structures,_the 

Kukreswaj Templcp the Mauji Kund or reservoir, and the tempk of 
Anupurna Devi or Mata, the shrine of which is very old, though the 
present temple was built by Rana Hamir Sing in the first part of the 
fourteenth century. Besides it, is the smaller temple of Ban Mata 
and close to the latter is the chhatri of the semi^eified Raghodev 
great-grandson of Hamir Sing. la the same direction fsouth-westj 
from the tower, but nearer, is a large carved stone temple which 
Tod notes as built by Rana Kumbha, in honour of his father Mokaljt 
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^nd dedicated to Brimha-Hut preseDt local information describes 
it as built by Mokaiji himself. , . , . In the hack wall 

of the sanctum is a huge carved headj showing a full face in front, 
and a half face at each sidCp which is perhaps what Tod mentions as a 
bust of MokaljL This temple contains two inscribed slabsp one 
of Sam vat 14^5, or A*D, 1439, and another much older^ and 
from ^ome other place. A Htlle to the north is a handsome gate¬ 
way, half built upp known as the Mahasati gate, in a line of wall 
separating the precincts of the Mahasati and the ancient Mahal 
or Palace of the Ran as further north. In a panel on the west side is 
a slab, with a long inscription dated Sam vat 1331,^ or A.D. 1375* 
Further north and on the parapet is a large temple of Jata Shank^ 
(Mahadeo)p from the tezrace of which a beautiful view over the lower 
town and the western plain is obtained. The visits to the foregoing 
placesp traced from the Mahasati to the Jata Shankar Templep are 
iupposed to be foot eicurBlons from the Tower of Victory; and 
low returning to it, one may follow the branch road leading to the 
maio drive. At their junction is situated Kumbha^s temple known 
as Kumbh-shyami It Is a huge structure on the west of the drive, and 
It is dedicated to Vishnu, and by its side is the smaller temple of the 
MifM Bah similarly dedicated. Tod describes Miran Bai as the 
Ram of Kumbha^ but local information states she was the Rani 
of Prince Bhoj Raj, a son of Rana Sanga, the grandson of Kumbba« 
On the cast of the drivsp bercp is a group of elaborately-carved 
Jain temples ailed D^^rian, le., the 27 shrines. Further 

northp the Bari Pol, or Great Gate of the old mahal grounds is on the 
west of. the drive. A little way in is another called Tripollap though 
there is onfy one gateway, and beyond thb is a third and smaller 
one. The mabal h m ruins, but evidently was a lofty and spacious 
building. Ti^ oiWtie enamelling on a few spots still remain. 

-'pie dfrYW^neit- passes the eastern end of the Nao Kota 
Magazine; aihaU of massive pilJafs supporting an arched roofp and 
ww being repaired.^ This building is at the one «tremity of a 
w ^atrilie other or west end of which is a huge circular bastion, 

^ chambers called the Nao Lakl^ Bbandarj or the Nine 

LakhTreasuy. . . , , 

V also at l^d a large temple to Viehou; and not far off, 

>1 couple ^ oarv^ paiifB. with a crow^W. where princes have been 
weired in gold wMch was then given to the temples. The road 
to WMth passes between nine to the Toljn Bhawani Temple 
built by Bwibjr, wnore it: forits, the track to the Itsft going to #hc 
Moh Ba^on the new drive, and th* other tp the right cootiomiTg 
past the Nao Laiha butiou and tbrpngh the old palace to the Toi»er 
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of Victory, ^ A little off thi* road and south of the Ram Pbl is 
a bastiou with 30 old brasa gfaa 14 feet longr and of 7 inches bore. 
Tradition has it that several large guns were, at various times, thrown 
into the Kuhreswar Kund, but, as this is deep and the water constant, 
nothing h certainly knownJ*^ 

r shall supplement the above graphic account with a few ex- 
tracts from that i^TJttcn by Colonel Tod sixty years before ^ 

My heart beat high as T approached the ancient capital of the 
Seesodias^ teeming with reminiscences of glory^ which every stone ID 
her giftfit-Hke O^^tlemcnts) attested. It was from this side 

that the imperial hosts under Alla and Akbar advanced to force ih. 
descendant of Ram to do homage to their pott'err * , . , 

But there was one relic of 4 he last day ^ of Chitor which J visited 
in this mornjngs march that ivill rnimortalire the held w'here the 
greatest monarch that India (perhaps Asia) ever had, erected the 
green banncf of the faith, and pitched his tent, around which his 
legions were marshalled for the reduction of the city. This still 
perfect monument la a hoe pyramidal column, called by some the 
K, and by others Ak&ar-tti^jdcwiif both having the same 
meaniog^ “AkberV lamp/ ft is formed of large blocks of com¬ 
pact limestone, admirably put together, about 35 feet high, each face 
being la feet at the base, and gradually tapering to the summitj 
where it- Ls between 3 snd 4> and on wrhich was placed a huge 
lamp {ckffraj^) that served as a beacon to the foragers, or denoted the 
imperial headquarters. An interioi' staircase leads to the top j but 
although I bad the stmngest desire to climb the steps, trodden, no 
doubt, by Akbar's feet, the poiver was not obedient to the will, and I 
was obliged to continue my journey, passing through the Tulaili, 
as they term the lower town of Chitor, Here I got out of my palki, 
and ventured the ascent, not through one hut Bve gates. ^ , 

I hastened to my pitched upon the margin of the Surajeooud, 

or ‘fountain of the sun/ and with the wrecks of ages around me, 

I abandoned myself to contemplation. I gazed until the sun's last 
beam fell upon the ringlet of Qritor/ illuEnlnating its glory and grief- 
worn aspeetj like a lambent gleam lighting up the face of sorrow. 

Who could look on this lonely, this majestic column, which tells, 
in language more easy of inletprelation th^n the tablets within, of 

* --deeds which ihoiild nqt pass awavi 

And munes that must fvoi witherj^ 


^ Rljatlhln^ VdL Up p. 657 {Personal Narfasive). 
*Tod heri to iho Tower trf Victory. 
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ami withbold a srgJi lor its departed glories? But m #ain t 
dipped my pen to embody my thoughts in latigu^e; for Wherever 
the eye it lilled.the cniud with images of the past'and ideas 
rushed too tumultuously to be recorded. In this mood I continued 
for some time^ listlcsslyp untiL the shades of evening gradually 

enshrouded the temples^ columits^ and palaces; and^ ks I folded up iny 
paper till the morroWp the words of the prophetic bard of Israel c^e 
forcihly to my recollection : * How doth the city sit solitary that Waa 
full of people I How b she become a widow t She> that great 
among oatians, and princess among provinccsj how h she become 
tributary I * 

But not to fatigue the reader with reflecUouSj I will endeavour' 
to give him some idea of these ruins. E begin with the descriptioD 
of Chi tor from the Khoman Rasap now heside me; Chutterkote is 
'_he chief amongst eighty-four casUeSp renowned for streogthp the hill 
on which it stands^ rising out of the level plain beneath the tilac on 
the forehead of Ateint (the earth]. It b within the grasp of no foe, 
nor can the vassals of its chief know the sentiment of fear, Gsjiga 
flows from its suintnit, add so intricate are Its paths of a£cent^ that^ 
though you might find entrance^ there would be- no hope of return. 
Its towers of defence are planted on the rock» nor caa their inmates^ 
even in slecpp know alarm. 

(granaries) are well hlledj and its reservoirs* foun¬ 
tains, and wells are ovcrfiowing. Ramachaudra himself her* dwelt 
twelve years» There are eighty-fon r bazars^ many schools for chi IdrePj 
and colleges for every kind of learning; many scribes of the 

Becdur tribop and the eighteen varieties of artbans/* [Here follows 
an enumerating of all the treeSp shrubs, and do wars* wi^in and..sur^ 
roundtng the fortress.] "'Of ali. the Ghelote is sovereign 
served by numerous troops, both horses and foot; and by all the 
thirty-sU tribes of Rajputs, of which he is the ornament (cAo/ew 
culan sftf^arj. The /Ckeman or story of Rawat KbomaPi 

was composed in th* nfnth century; and the poet has not ejtagger- 
ated; for of all the roj^l abodes of Indiap none could compete with 
Chitor before she became a 'widow.* But we must abandon the 
R^sa for a simple prose description. Chitor Ls situated *n an isolated 
rock of the same formatiofl as the Pathnr, whence it is distant about 
3 mileSp learing a fertile valley betweeUp in which ait the states of 
Beejipur, Gwalior, and part of Beygoo* studded with groves, but ali 
waste through long-continued oppression. The general direction of 
the rock ia from south-south-west to porth-north-eafit; the internal 
length on the summit being 3 miles and a furlongs* and the 
greatest central breadth t,aoo yards, TTie circumference of the hill 
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at it5 base^ which frioged with deep wacdSp extending to the 
^nd m which Lurk dger^j deer, hogSj and evea lions^ is some¬ 
where above 8 mileSj, and the angle of ascent to its scarped summit 
tb/but 45^ The Tu/aiUf or jqw^er town, is on the west sidCp which in 
Sume places presents a double so^rp^ and this side is crowded with 
splendid objectS| the tritimpha] coliimnp the palaces of Chit rung Mori 
of Raija RaemtiJ^ the huge temple of Raua Mokujp the hundred pin¬ 
nacles of the acropolis of GbolatoSp and last, not Icastp the mansions 
of JeiiouL and Putto^ built on a projecting pointp are amongst the 
most remarkable monuments overlooking the plain. The great 
length of Chitor and the uniformity of the level crest, detract from 
Its height^ which in no part excels 400 feet, and that only towards 
the north. In the centre of the eastern face, at Mhe gate of the 
iun’ it is less than 300 feet^ and at the southern extre¬ 

mity the rock is so narrow as to be embraced by an immense demi^limep 
commanding the hill called Chitor, not more than 150 yards distant; 
it IS connected with Chitor, but lower, and judidoualy left out of its 
circumvaLlation, Still it is a weak pointi of which ^e Invader has 
availed himself^ 

"Having wandered for two or three days amongst the mins, 

1 commenced a regular plan of the whole, going to work trigono- 
metrically^ and laying down every temple or object that still retained 
a name or bad any tradition attached to it J then descended with 
the perambulator and made the circuit 

"The fb'st lateral cut of ascent is in a line due norths and before 
another angle, you pass through three separate gates: between the 
last of which;, distinctiveJy call the /&ota dMraj or * broken doorp' 
and the fourth^ the IfsnMman fid (porte), is a spot for ever sacred 
in the history of Chitor, where its immortal defendersp Jeimul and 
Putta, met their death. There is a small cenotaph to the memory of 
the formert while a sacnhciaJ on which is sculptured the effigy 

of a warnor oo horsebackj lance in handp reminds the Seesodia 
where fell tbe etripling Chief of Amait. Near these is another ceno^ 
taphp a simple dome, supported by lights elegant columnsp and cover¬ 
ing an altar to the manes of the martyr Rajoode^r the deified putra of 
Mewar. 

After passing three more^barriers we reach the Rampob which 
crowns the wholej and leads into a noble durri-AA^tteAf or ^ hall of 
aesfmbly/ where tbe princes of Chitor met on grand occasions; and 
it was in tbes hall that the geuina of Chitor is said to have revealed to 
Rana Ursi that his glozy was departing. On a i^mpartment of the 
Rampol we fo^nd an interdict insenhed by a rebel Bheem of Saloom- 
bfi; who appears to hafve been determined to place upon bb own head 
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the mot of Chi tor nobfy renouiic<rf by his ancestor Chanda many 
centunes before. This was, however, sd up w*beii he was yet loyaLp 
and in his sovereign's name as well as his own^ * abolishing farced 
labotir from the townspeople! and likewise dind! or cantrihution 
caDcluding with a grant of land to a patriotic carpenter of Gasoonda 
who had, at his ow^n expense, furnished the Rampol with a new gate. 
, . * * The next building I came to, as I skirted the western face 
in a southerly direction, was a amaU antique temple to Toolsi Bhavani 
the divinttj' ot the scribes, adjoining the Tj&pe-Xkan^k CAfla™, a 
square for the park, whore a few old can non, the relics of the plunder 
of Chitor! stiU remain. The habitation of the furoAiis^ or chief priests 
d! Ranas, a plain, commodious, and substantial edifice^ was the next i 
and close by was that of the Musam] or master of the horsc^ with 
several others of the chief household ofBcers^ But the most imposing 
edifice is that termed NoiaAAa Bindar* This is a small dtadel in 
itselh with massive, lofty walb, and lowers built entirely of ancient 
mins. Its name would import that it was a receptacle for 

treasures, though it is said to have been the residence of the usurper 
Bunbeer. At the north-eastern comer it has a little terwple, richly 
sculptured, called the Sengar Chaori. From this we pass on to the 
palace of the Ranas, w'hich, though attributed to Ran a Raemul! is of 
the same character as those of a much higher antjquity^ It is plaiUp 
capacious, and in excellent taste, the only ornament being its creaated 
battlements, and gives a good idea of the domestic architecture of the 
Rajputs long anterior to the intrusion of the Islamite amougst them* 
The vaulted chaittberp the projecting or balcony, and the 

gentle exterior slope, or tal£es of the walfs^ lend a character of origin¬ 
ality to all those ancient structures of Chitor* . , . * A court¬ 
yard surraunds the palace, in which there h a small temple to Dcoji 
through whose inlerposition Rana Sanga effected all his conquests, 
p * , - On leaving the court of Rana Raemal^ We reach two im- 

meuse temples dedicated to the black god of Vrij, one being erected 
by Rana Khoombo, the other by his celebrated wafe^ the chief poetess 
of that age, Meer Bae, to the god of her idolatry^ Shamnath^ , , * 
Both these temples are entirely constructed from the wTecks of 
niore ancient shrines^ said to have been brought from the ruins of a 
city of remote antiquity called Nagara, 3 cobs northward of Chiton 


'^We are now in the vicinity of the Kheemt Khamb, the pillar 
erected by Rana Khoombo on hh defeat of the combined armies of 
Mahva and Guieral. The only thing in India to compare with this is 
the Kootub Minar at Delhi; but, though much higher, It is of a very 
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in/enor chamct^er. This column is 122 fett in height, the breadth of 
each face at the bae is 35 feet, and at the summit, immediately 
under the cupola, 17 feet. It stands on an ample terrace, 43 feet 
squ^e. It has nine distinct storeys, with openings at every face of 
each storey, and all these doors have colonnaded jiorticos. 
ft is built chiefly of cojnp,ict limestone and the quartz rwfc'on'which 
It stands, which takra the highest polish: indeed there are portions 
possessing the hardness, and exhibiting the fracture, of jasper. It is 
<^e mass of sculpture, of which a better idea cannot be conveyed 
than m the remark of those who dwell about it, that it contains every 
object known to their mythology. The ninth /^Aund, or 'storey ' 
which as I have stated, is ,7} feet square, has numerous columns 
supporting a vault, in which is sculptured Kanya in the ram&ndala 
Mwtial sphere), surrounded by the gopis, or muses, each holding 
a mnsitai instrument, and in a dancing attitude. Beneath this is t 
nchly-carved scroll fnnged with the jsr«r. the phenicopterofs of 

tablets, the whole genealogy of the Ranas of Chitor; but the Goths 
have broken or defaced all, save one slab, containing the two follow- 

SiOCAs 

xr I " T'" the lords of Goojur-khandand 

Malwa Iwth the sultans, with armies overwhelming as the ocean 
invaded Medpat. Koornbkum reflected lustre on the land : to what 
pomt^can we exalt his renown ? In the midst of the armies of his 
toe, Khoombo was a tiger, or as a flame in dry forest.' 

'• SUfa /dj r ' While the sun continues to warm the earth, so ione 
may the fame of Kho^bo Rana endure. While the fey mountains 
{Aemagfr) of the north rest Upon their base, or so Jong as Himachilis 
stationary, while ocean continues to form a garland round the neck 
of Awini {the earth), so long may Khoombo's glory be perpetuated. 
May the varied history of his sway and the splendour of his dominion 
^st forever! Seven years had elapsed beyond fifteen hundred when 
Kara Khoombo placed this nnglet on the forehead of Chitor, Spark¬ 
ling like the rays of the rising sun, is the tomn, rising like the bride- 
groom of the land,' 

Jn .Timiirdi' 151J, the temple of Brimba was founded, and this 
year, Vrishpatwar (Thursday), the loth , . . on the immoveable 
Chutterkote, ttis Kheerut stambha was flnished. What does it resem- 
which makes Chitor look down on Meru with derision? .Again 
what do« Chu tterkote resemble, from whose summit the fountains arJ 
overflowing, the circular diadem ou whose era* Is beauteous to the 

I __ _ jr , _ ^ . . 


^ These reaeiiiij^ of Tod!* which appear ip ht vov htm. «« fVH» v- 

with my pbatographi of [bcM i nKiiptinns (pp. xxi and sai^ compared 
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ey^e?—abounding in temples to the Almighty^ planted with odoriferous 
treesy to which mjriadj of bees resort, and where soft zephyrs love 
play. 

^'This immoveable fortress (AcAM&arfa) was formed by theMaha 
Indra^s own hands. 

How many more slocas there may have been, of which this is the 
iS3rd, we can only conjecture, though thb would seem to be the 
wiiididg-up> 

p , A I » I « » - 

“Od one side of the delicts the sublerranean channel called 
Rani-BIfldar^ which, it is said^ leads to suites of chambers in the roch. 
This was the scene of the awful johur, on the occasion of Alla sacking 
Chilor^ when the queens peHshed in the flames^ on which the cavern^s 
mouth was closed. Still ascending I visited the edifices named after 
Jelmni and Putta, and the shrine of Kalka Devij, esteemed one of the 
most ancient of Chltor, existing since the time of the Mori^ the dynasty 
prior to the Ghelote^ But the only inscription I discovered was the 
following: ^Sambut 1574 Magh (Sudi) 5th and Rcvati Nikshitra, the 
stone-cutters Kaloo, Kamir and thirty-six others (whose names are 
added) enlarged the fountain of the sun {Surjrai^&artdalt adjacent to 
the temple of Kalka DeviJ Thonce [ p^sed to the vaulted cenotaph 
of Chou da, the founder of the Chondawuts, w^ho surrendered his 
birthright to please his aged sire, A little farther are the mahls of 
Kana Bheem and Fudmani. 

“Beyond this, within a stone enclosure, is the place where the 
^ctorious Khoombo confined the King of Malwa; and touching it is 
the niahl of the Raos of Rampura. 

Further south 15 a spot of deep Interest—the tank and palace of 
Chitrutig Mori, the ancient Puar lord of Chitor, , , » . TK^ 

interior sides of the tank are divided into sculptured compartmentSr 
in very good tast^ but not to be compared with the works at BarolUi 
though doubtless executed under the same family^ Being now within 
aoo yards of the southern bastionj ] returned by the mahla of the 
once vassals of Chitor, piji., Sirdbi, Boondi^ Sont, Lunawaira, to the 
Cfaaogaiij or afield of Mara/ where the military festival of the Duserfa 
is yet held by the slender garrison of Chitor. Close to it is a noble 
reservoir of 136 feet in length, 65 feet in width, and 47 in depth* 
ft is lined with immense sculptured masses of masonry^ and filled 
with water. Higher up, and nearly about the centre, is a remark¬ 
able square pillar, called the Khourasinsthamba (colnmo). It b 
75t feet in height^, 30 feet in diameter at the base, and 15 at the 
top, and covered with Jain figures. It Is very aneJentj and I found 

* Of Gaontukhi^ 


panjab and BAJPOTANA in lfifl3-34. I t3 

a frajjfneDt of an itisfription at its base, which shows that it was 
dedicated to Adnath^ the first of the twenty-four Jain pontiffs 
^*'By Sri Adnath, and the twenty-four jineswara^ Poondarica^ 
Ganesa, Surya, and the nine planetSp may you be preserved! Sam but 
95s fA-D, 8^) Bysak (Sudi) the 30th Gurw^ar (Thursday).' 

** I found aba another otd inscription near the very antique tempie 
Kookreswar Mahadeo : ' Sambut 811, Magh Sudi 5th Vrishpatwur 
(TTiursdayJp A-D- 755, Raja Kookreswar erected this tetuple and 
excavated the fountain/ There are many Jain inscriptionSp but 
amidisl the heaps of mins I w^as not fortunate enough to make any 
important discovery'. 

■ ■ 

■' Close lo the Suraj-pul, pr gate, b tjic centre of the eastern face, 
is an altar lacred lo the manes of Sukeedas, the Chief of the ChoRda^ 
wuts, who fell at his post: the gate of the sun, when the city was 
sacleed ly Bahadoor Shah. At the north-western face is a castle 
complete within itself, the walls and towers of which are of a peculiar 
form, and denote a high antiquity. This is said to be the ancient 
place of the Moris and the first Ranas of Cbitor." 

Regarding Tod’s statement tKat the Jaya Pillar is superior 
to the Kutb Minir at Delhi, I think most people who have 
had an opportunity of comparing them will agree with me in 
considering that the Jaya Stambha cannot for a moment be 
classed with the noble monument of Delhi, In describing it 
as covered with sculptures, Colonel Tod is quite right; but 
are not spaces judiciously left, far more suggestive of the 
simplicity which, in architecture especially, lends grandeur to 
St design ? 

A too close crowding together of details which cannot be 
seen from below without binoculars, is, to my mind, architec¬ 
tural impolicy. In effect, the architect of this tower appears 
to have been unacquainted w'ith the ornate requirements 
of such a building, and to have fallen into the rnodern error of 
covering his work with ornament. 

Such ungrateful ineffectual labour is the principal distinc¬ 
tion betiveen ancient and modem anistic work in the East. Be 
the performance embroidery, ornamental weaving in Cashmere 
wool, silk or gold, incrusting, Inlaying, chasing in composition,' 
gold or bronze, arebitective embellishment., &c., the ancient 

* luopaiOilly 'Cal(pd " BidJdrt and n&w vtrj rafe. 
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master owes quite as much for the beauty of his work, to the 
unwTDught blanks dividing or distributing his design, as to 
the parts actually worked upon, nor have the former cost 
the true artist less thought than the latter. The extremely 
square outlines of the Jaya Kambha are not graceful, and 
suggest j'oss-house architecture; indeed, if the too-numerous 
comers were only a little elevated or turned up in the manner 
affected at home in Elizabethan times, this monument could 
pass for one of Chinese construction. The staircase arrange¬ 
ments here are also very peculiar and inconvenient in addi¬ 
tion to the entrances and passages being ridiculously low- The 
design of this staircase has everywhere been made to suit 
previously inadequate calculations and unthought-out work on 
the part of the architect. 1 do not know whether the con¬ 
struction of these steps has yet been described, and probably it 
has not; hence the following notes. 

Broadly speaking, the Jaya Kambha, as seen from outside, 
has another and smaller addition of itself within. Both the 
inner and outer shells are divided off into nine storeys, thus 
forming of the inner portion a complete chamber, and of the 
outer a quadrangular passage; and it is against the inner walls 
of these chambers and passages alternately that the staircase is 
built, so that it is necessary to walk round three angles of the 
building on arriving at each of the nine landings, and before 
commencing the'next ascent. 

Entering from the south, fourteen steps lead from the road 
to the walled-in platform which runs all round the base of the 
pillar I from this platform six more steps have to be ascended, 
and one enters the doorway, in front of which there is a novel 
arrangement of four steps which lead to the first Ian ding proper- 
After passing round three angles of the first landing, the stair¬ 
case is found, and by mounting eleven steps, the second land¬ 
ing is reached ; seventeen more steps insid'e the second cham¬ 
ber lead to the third landing; of these seventeen steps, three 
must be deducted, as a descent of that number now becomes 
necessary to reach the quadrangular passage around the third 
chamber, through threeangles of which one is again obliged 
to thread one’s way in search of further steps; these found. 
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fourteen more bring u5 to, the fourth landing, and entering 
the fourth chamber, ascending sixtoen more steps and dC' 
scending two, the fifth landing, or quadrangular passage round 
the fifth chamber, is gained. Here the structure has become 
too narrow to admit of any more staircases inside the cham¬ 
bers formed by the inner column, and hence the ascent from 
this point is carried on wholly outside these chambers, w'hich 
remain uselessly empty occupying the room that may have 
been devoted to wider and more simply arranged steps, by 
which the journey to the summit of this pillar could be re¬ 
duced by three fourths. On the fifth landing 1 found a little 
outer stone chamber the use of which no one could tell me, 
and fifteen more corfidor steps lead into the sixth landing; 
sixteen more to the seventh, and fourteen more to the eighth. 

On reaching the eighth storey, I found that the staircases 
which, after many knocks and much labour, had at least borne 
me, thus far terminated; for here no staircase has been 
provided at all I ^ However, climbing a very rickety wooden 
ladder, I arrived in the octagonal hall which crowns this 
edifice, The above gives a total of aj steps, or, tf we 
deduct the descent of three and two steps, occurring in the 
third and fifth landings respectively, 12 a, thus : 
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The last chamber, as 1 have before remarkerl, is reached 
by a wooden ladder; but I reckon this ascent as equal to 
twelve steps of the kind met with in the upper parts of this 
column, which addition, if allowed, makes the total number 
of steps in this column 139, or 134, without, or with, the 
descents, respectively. It is to be regretted that so little 
attention has been paid by the builders of this pillar to the 
impoftant matter of lighting. On account of the darkness 
a greater part of the inside carving (especially the reUevf> 
tilc'work in the walls) is hidden on an ordinarily bright day* 
I have a list of the apertures, with their sizes, allowed for 
this column, but it will not be necessary here to give these. 
Suffice it to say, they are wholly inadequate to the area 
requiring illumination. 

Besides the countless incised labels above and below' the 
images, with which the Jaya Stambha is interiorly embel¬ 
lished (f have taken no note of these further than reading 
them all, which, however, suffices to show that they are mere 
names, or attributes, of the deities they mark), 1 found in¬ 
scriptions of various ien^hs, and mostly dated, on thewallsof 
the pillar. These inscriptions'—which, according to myinforma* 
tion, had been altogether overlooked hitherto, perhaps owing 
to the extreme darkness before mentioned—! have secured. 

But more noteworthy than the above is a discovery which 
I made of Arabic inscriptions in the 3rd and 8th storeys of' 
this pillar. Had these inscriptions'been incised in the mannen 
common to Hindi records, I should not attach much import¬ 
ance to their discovery ; but they are beautifully catered in high 
rc tef, and careful examination convinces me that they are 

execution was coeoal mth the 
budding ef the ptllar. These inscriptions only consist of the 
word Adah (*)l), repeated nine times on the pilfarette hands 
or entablatures of the storey, and eight times on those of the 
eighth storey. But they are so carved from the body of the 
chamber pillarettes as to form an essential part of their design, 
and these pillarettes are, again, part and parcel of the entire 
building. Identical with them in workmanship, along with 
these remarkable little columns, the inscriptions have received 
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the same high polish as the remaining portions of the struc¬ 
ture! Whai could be more conclusive of Muhammadan in¬ 
fluence in the erection of the Pillar of Victory ? 

The word Aiiah is tantamount to the MusalmAn Kalmeh, 
and indeed is often considered an efficient abridgment of 
the whole creed. Here, then, we have in the midst of count¬ 
less idols, the very ideal of unity and anti-idolatry. This, 
discovery opens up a problem, of which the only solution 
which, presents itself to me is, that the barrier dividing the 
Hindus and Muhammadans three centuries ago, was far 
less impassable than it is at the present day \ the numerous 
marriages between Rajpftts and Mughals during the Empire 
will, I think, support this assumption. We know that Akbar 
the Great had decided leanings towards HindQism, and it is 
not impossible that the opposite process may occasionally have 
taken effect in the HindCt conscience.' 

I also examined the Jain Pillar called the Kirtam^ or Chheia 
Kiriam as it is commonly called to distinguish it from the 
larger column above described, and being the name by which 
it Is most generally known, 1 will use it to designate this 
tower, which Is believed to have been erected as an act of 
"piety” or ''penance" {Kirat-^Stumbha, "a pillar," shortened 
to Kiriavi). Although the larger tower is often called the 
btirra Kirfam^ or " great Kirtam," this name is but the 
vulgar and wrong one, for the correct name is yaya or yait~ 
stambha^ " Pillar of Victory." 

The Kir^i monument has been pronounced by compe¬ 
tent authority to be a Jaina building, and it certainly ex¬ 
hibits full-length standing male figures which are depicted 
with long arms, curly hair, and many of the characteristics by 
w'hich, in the present state of our knowledge, we recognise 
Jain figures. But much of the ornamental work is of the 
conventional type common to the BrAhmanical and other 
Hind 11 styles of design. The execution of these sculptures, 
however, seemed to me to be somewhat superior to that em¬ 
ployed or* those on the later and larger " Pillar of Victory." 

» Kor a view of the Towtr erf Vw:io(r>', ?cc Pfale XXJI. 
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There are, m the Cfiota Kiriam, sixty-nine steps alto¬ 
gether,— Le., fifty_ inside the column, and nineteen by which 
the large platform upon tvhich it stands is reached, A 
careful examination of this building convinces me that it is 
absolutely unsafe^ and the authorities will prevent a catas¬ 
trophe happening sooner or later, by talcing steps to for¬ 
bid pilgrims and others from ascending or entering it. The 
whole building is considerably out of the perpendicular, and 
the walls inside bulge out in several places in a most alarm¬ 
ing manner. In addition to this, some of the small columns 
which are supposed to support the roof of the bow-window- 
like arrangements used as seats, lean in all directions and 
support nothing. It is needless to mention that the north 
side of the topmost storey has long since fallen away, carrying 
with it nearly one third of this chamber. 

While on the subject of the present condition of these 
monuments, I may here mention that on touching a support¬ 
ing pillar on the top (9th} storey of the large tower (jaya- 
Stambha) it swung backwards and forwards, and on trying some 
others they were found equally loose. No w, as the stone could 
not have shrunk, I conclude that some other part of which we 
ate unaware must have given way, lifting the weight of the roof, 
which originally rested on these pillars, off its legitimate sup¬ 
port. 

On overturning the stones, &c., at the foot of the Kirtam 
(Jain tower), which are the remains of the northern part of 
its top chamber, 1 found among the dihris a fragmentary 
inscription in one line. The principal value of this inscription 
rests in its unquestionable association with the monument, 
and the form of the letters may assist in determining finally 
its age: the letters are certainly older than those of the two 
steUe in the gth storey of the Jait lit. 

Amongst the temples on the Chitor Rock, perhaps the 
most excellent examples are those called Mokahji-ke^mendar^ 
in the precincts of the Pillar of Victory, and the graceful and 
richly-carved little building called Singdr^Cilaur^' or VedL 

■ s« ptaifi xxrif. 


* S« Plate XXIV. 
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The general plan of the first>named temple is a large 
hall forming the body of the building, to the east of which 
is a small, square, celblike, dark chamber; the former being 
roofed in by the usual overlapping slabs which are reduced 
from a square base to a circular acme forming a conical 
dome exteriorly, the spring of which rests-upon four fine 
pillars. Behind or to the east of this dome rises an obeliscal 
spire {siiar) of the usual kind. This spire is, however, much 
broken, and its original height could not well have been less 
than 50 feet. 

On three sides of the building, Le., west, north, and south, 
there are three porticos from either of ft'hich the temple 
can be entered; but the main entrance is from that to the 
west, which is joined by a fine flight of steps. 

The dimensions of the temple of Mokal are as follows:— 


Principni Chamber- 
[fitencit measurement from east to west , 

„ tj „ npitt to Boutli 

Thickness of walls . . * , 


SmiffUr Chamber&r Sanctum, 
^ r futerior measurement east and west 
a j PI H north and south 

(.Tliickneas of walls * , , , 


EnCranee Parck iwest). 

East and west, incIndiDg steps 

Tfpfl m/Wr fi&rcher tnarth anti s^tA], 
East and west, inclusive of steps 


Pc 

In. 

33 

6 

3 ' 

4 

3 

3 

'3 

3 

t 3 

3 

4 

5 

■3 

3 

It 

6 


Sfiace between di^me supfierting fii/ur^ {cal/ed ied(}. 

East and west 15 6 

North and south , , , , * , * 15 6 

From the above it becomes apparent that the extreme 
outside length of this temple is J2' 3* (east and west)^ allow* 
ing for the thickness of walls in the sanctum and central hall, 
and its extreme .outside breadth, including porches and thick* 
ness of walls, 60^ ed'^' noith and souths 
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The square cell at the eastern end of this building is very 
dark, and contains a colossal triform atatue with hands. The 
faces of this sculpture, which bear a placid and digniBed 
expression, are well proportioned and finely wrought, and they 
have the long, split ears generally attributed to effigies of 
Bil^ddha. I caused this image to be lighted by torches which 
were absolutely necessary to a proper inspection of it in the 
brightest and hottest of April days« It struck me as a curious 

circumstance that this building being almost intact (the sikrt 
or spire alone having fallen in, by which accident we have more 
light than was originally admitted), this remarkable colossus 
should be enveloped in such gloom. I have on more than one 
occasion seen the finest tracery work and sculpture thus 
completely hidden by the exigencies of their architectural 
surroundings, but never so large an image as this colossal ifta 
juncia tn uao of the Indians. 

After a building has been dismantled, speculations innu¬ 
merable are permissible; and indeed common, as to how it 
was originally lighted. But the temple of Mokalji is almost 
intact. 

When questioned, the people of Chitor informed me that 
they had been always under the impression that whenever 
Rina Mokal or other princes of Mdw'ir visited the temple, the 
image was spetially illuminated. 

The temple of Mokal at Chitor is full of carvings, and 
the ceiling of its central hall is tastefully sculptured In bands 
of fruit, flowers, pQja-bells, and figures of human beings and 
the lower animals. But by far the finest sculptures in this 
or ind^d any other temple on the Chitor Rock, are sixteen 
bas-reliefs carved on octagonal bands of the eastern pair 
of pillars which support the domed ceiling of the Maham^n* 
ddpa or great hall—the western pair being quite plain. 

In describing the sculptures on these two pillars, I will 
in both cases commence with their western faces, as these 
look towards the main entrance, and are, therefore, best 
lighted.* 

M etM to photagimph kam d these jcolpninaj j but tAe chamber in *hwl. 
theywcur « tar too dwK and JeKtal plato were wasted in the ettempi- 
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Sffttfh Pillar. 

The first scene here depicts five human figures, ef which 
two are large and three small: one of the former represents a 
woman carrying a water-jar on her head, and a man standing 
before her with hands joined in an attitude of adoration. The 
minor figures are much broken. This sculpture, along with 
the others of this set, is remarkabte for the elaborate detail 
and technical ejicellence of its workmanship, the woman's hair 
being most minutely delineated. 

The second scene, also, has five figures, and 1 understand 
it to represent the passing of judgment by the elders on two 
criminals. Here are the standing figures of the elders and 
the executioner holding two crouching figures by the hair of 
their heads, as though awaiting the verdict. 

The third carding is very well modelled and proportioned, 
and depicts two standing figures, male and female. The for¬ 
mer holds in his left hand a stiletto, apparently with a view to 
commit some rash act—perhaps suicide—and turns away his 
face from the female, who grasps the armed hand and obvu 
ously dissuades him from his purpose. Two mystical human 
hands wave above the man's head ; these may possibly he 
meant for the akashvani or “ heavenly voice” or influence. 
The w'hole design is most effectively-—indeed dramatically—' 
conceived. 

The fourth scene shews two lemaJe ligures in supplica¬ 
tory attitudes. 

The fifth scene is filled with vigorous action, and consists 
of a musical festival; six male figures play six' musical in¬ 
struments, af/of which arc in frequent use at the present day, 
though some are found in a slightly altered form. The 
figure in the upright comer beats a drum {dhaf) with alt his 
might; the next figure plays two bells (ornamented); a third 
figure is seen clashing together a pair of cymbals {khatdla ^« 
a fourth (in the right lower comer) has a timbrel-like kettle¬ 
drum {daf or nakdra) ; a fifth figure is semi-nude and seen in 
back view quite full, so that the instrument in this case is in¬ 
visible; the sixth and last figure of this interesting group is 
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seen full to the f^nt, blowing a flute (milra/f or Aaitsi) in a 
very animated posture as though he were dancing. 

The sixth scene is similar to the fourth. 

The seventh scene represents a group of two standing 
figures^ male and female* respectively. The former is bearded, 
and the latter holds in her hand a branch of a tree, possibly 
as an emblem of fecundity. 

The eighth scene is similar to the fourth and siscth. 

North Pillar. 

The first scene on this pillar has seven figures, of which 
four are standing and three are seated. With the exception 
of two figures much mutilated, and one in the centre of 
the composition, gracefully holding a lute, all are praying. 

The second scene presents a mate figure carrying a long 
sword, and embracing a female with an Infant in her arms, 
while a small child plays with the infant. It is possible that 
this scene may have been designed to convey the idea of 
the return of a warrior from battle to the bosom of his family- 
The third scene has six figures in three tiers or storeys, 
the topmost row representing a laughing and bearded man 
holding in his hands some indistinct object which he shews 
to a woman. The other four figures, one of which is armed, 
appear to be engaged in cooking at a caldron or camp kettle. 

1 take this for a camp scene. 

The fourth scene presents a group of seven females in 
various attitudes. Of these, the central figure holds a vase 
and is a fine type of Oriental beauty. 

The fifth and sixth are much mutilated, though they con* 
tain some spirited female figures. 

The seventh scene is in all probability the most interesting 
of the whole series, and in its half a dozen figures gives us 
both a duel and an execution. The upper pair of men fight 
with shields and sabres, and their armour, accoutrements, &c., 
even to the knobs or bosses on their shields, are most carefully 
delineated, and shew that the manufacture of these articles has 
altered as little during the last eight centuries as that of the 
musical instruments figured elsewhere. The lower portions 
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of this comprehensive and instructive scene shews a pair of 
kneeling figures bound hand and foot, while an executioner 
holds his knife to the neck of the male figure to our left; but 
the female with him may possibly be a mere witness, though 
tt IS pretty clear from the general distribution of action in 
this trio that she awaits her tum for immolation. 

The eighth scene has five male figures, four presenting 
wreaths, while a fifth, seated on his haunches, pours a water 
oblation over a phallas. 

The Singdr-CkaurioT Vtdim^y be described as a square 
building with four wings projecting from its four sides. The 
main or central chamber of the Sitigdf-Ck&uft measures 23^ 
internally both ways, ile., from north to south and from east 
to west, the building facing as nearly as possible the cardinal 
points, and is entered from the west Western entrances, 
though elsewhere generally rare in Hindfl temples, which are 
commonly entered from the east, are very common in the 
temples at Chitor. The above dimensions of the Singdr. 
Chaurt are increased by the four wings or niches before "men¬ 
tioned, two of which (those to the east and south) form 
separate chambers as they have no outlets.* The niches to 
the north and west, on the other hand, have door^ways^ the 
former being a minor and the latter the principal entrance to 
these temples, consequently the two niches merely form 
porches. 

Notwithstanding the differences of construction, these 
recesses are uniformly 7' deep by 9' wide, and as the walls 
throughout the building are 3' 3' thick, we will arrive at the 
total exterior dlmen^ons by the following multiples :_ 


Length and breadth % 

Rccew 

Ditto 7' 

Thickfie^ of wal^ ^ ^ * 3^ 3^ 

Ditto . . . - 3 3' 


Total . 44" 6* 


J These chambered tiicbe$ have la]«! floorip kAwn, which can be ui«t iot sati 
3^ 2 " high. 
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The total height of this building \vith its dome is about 
equal to its total length and width. But I have reason to 
oetievc the dome is a modem addition, and that it is not part 
of the original building, which was most probably a flat-topped 
one—tst, because this dome is badly formed and rudely built 
of nibble and lime mortar t and, because it is the only mem- 
bicrof this building composed of these materials, the temple 
being otherwise of solid stone richly carved ; and 3rd, because 
it does not suit and disagrees with the building generally. 
Therefore the height of the Siti^dr Chausin in its original 
form was probably not over 30 feet. 

In the centre of this building, and raised 4' 1' from its 
floor, is a forty-two-sided and highly ornamental or altar, 
which supports four carved pillars each 7' high and bearing 
lintels 1' 3' deep; thus the total height of the v^iit is 8' 9. 
This vdiit is at present uncovered, save by the cupola of the 
temple itself, and the area between its pillars is 9 square feet. 

1 found several inscriptions in this most interesting build¬ 
ing, of which four are incised on three angles of the entrance 
pilasters, and the remainder were found about the sid!. 

The wall of a temporary fort erected by the would-be 
rebel Banblr, unfortunately runs right across this temple 
externally, thus In a measure bisecting the building and 
obstructing the view of It as a whole. A fair Idea of the 
temple can, however, be obtained by viewing it from the 
south-west corner. 

43.—NlMTOft. 

On the road which connects Nimach and Jh&lrapatan,and 
about 3^ marches from the former place, 1 found an old site 
in close proximity to which there now stands a small hamlet 
called Nimtor—perhaps ati abbreviation of Nimtoia or Nim~ 
tkor. 

Nimtor possesses three temples, one of which is an early 
Br&hmanical shrine and stands somewhat apart and about 500 
paces distant from the inhabited portion of Nimtor, though 
within its immediate precincts, as it is frequently visited by 
the villagers. On the right-hand side of this temple and 
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above its doorway, which faces due east, I found an ioscnp- 
tion of seven lines and dated m Samvat (037, or A.D. 970. 

There is a rudely sculptured, though well proportioned, life- 
size stone bull (Nattda^f which the scuiptorhas depicted in a 
seated posture. At present it faces this temple. The pea¬ 
sants have a tradition that ongmally the temple descended from 
heaven, and that before visiting the earth, it moved from place 
to place, and hnally took up its present position at Nimtor. 
The sculptured AWnrfo, according to the Nimtor people's belief, 
was also itinerant, though its wanderings were often earned 
into different paths than those followed by the temple, so 
that the temple arrived in Nimtor long before the Nand^ 
(" bull ”), which is said to have come from GiizrAt, 

From the above curious folk-tale, I infer that the large 
image of the bull is not coeval with the temple, but of some¬ 
what later date; and indeed this was the conclusion which I 
arrived at on first seeing the figure, the minute elaboration of 
whose trappings seemed to me comparatively modem. 

The temple, on the other hand, is certainly <]uite one thou¬ 
sand years old, and, though small, of a very graceful exterior. 

The door uprights and lintels are beautifully carved in 
dark-coloured limestone, and a roof constructed of over-lap¬ 
ping slabs of stone in the usual manner of such buildings, 
results in a circular cupola inside and semi-spherical dome 
outside, f observed some excellent sculptures (bas-reliefsj 
let into the back and side walls of this temple, which do not 
appear to have belonged to the original building. 

Inside the Nimtor temple there is a large lingam of 
MahAd£va, on the four sides of which are sculptured human 
faces, so that the whole forms a chaumdkkL A waier-vessel 
is suspended above the lingam, and to this day emits a fine 
stream of clear water as an oblation to Siva. In the temple 
ot Nimtor 1 found an inscription which is, however, b bad 
preservation, 


24—JHALRAPATAN or CHANDRAVATl. 

« o' "T "'0<l=ni forma, 
tion, and its name was ongmally simply paian, “ a city " and 

It IS said that yUia or is the racial name pr^fi^ed Sy 
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the ruling family of ^hdlas. I am inclined to accept this 
derivation of the present name m preference to that assigned 
for it by Tod and other writers, “the city of bells/’ 
the popular tradition of the former existence of 108 temples 
with bells notwithstanding. H these bell-temples were one 
hundred and eight in number, it is clear that they could not 
have stood within the area of the present city of Jh&lrapatan, 
though they may have existed on the old site on the banks 
of the Chandrabhaga river, nearly a mile distant to the 
south-east, for there alone could so many temples stand. 
At present there are thirteen temples at Chandravati. 

The walled-in city of Jh^lrapatan possesses only a small 
number of comparatively modern temples and no traces of 
earlier ones. 

Finally, if the word ykdira^atan, in its literal sense of 
“city of bells,” ever did designate a city, it is a unique coin¬ 
cidence that the race who rule here should be known by a 
name so very similar. 

The position chosen for the modem city of JhAlrapatan, 
as being so entirely separated from the old and excellently 
situated Chandravati, caused me some surprise, and affords 
one more example of the gradual decadence of the prefer¬ 
ence formerly shewn by the founders of ancient towns for the 
banks of rivers on which to build. The advantages to a city 
by such close proximity to a river are not unmixed, but in 
India especially such a position is on the whole preferable 
from general considerations. 

As Chandravati is by far the most interesting spot in 
this neighbourhood from an antiquarian point of view, f will 
endeavour to describe the remains here before proceeding 
to the neighbouring modem city of Jh^ilrapatan. 

The earliest group here is that formed by the celebrated 
pillared I ingam temple of Sital-eswar Mahddiva^ and the two 
smaller ones {apparently a pair) behind or to the west of it. Of 
the first of these, only the front (east) pillared hall or porch 
remains intact, or nearly so/ the back (western) portion, in 
eluding the sanctum, has been entirely demolished and since 

* Tod tails this pllUred KaJl oJ ihe M^hlid£yaL temple ai Chandravati 
“ StngiU' Chwi." with whm object I fail to pcfticivc. 
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rudely rebuilt with Tnurtar; fragmentary figure-sculptures, 
ornate carvings, and even entire pillars from the same building 
or from others ([ rather think these pillars are more modem 
than the temple into which they have been built, and that 
therefore they do not belong to it), have been built into these 
restorations, in many cases flush w'ith the outaide mortar 
surface, and in all. quite at random and without arrangement. 
The disproportionately massive mortar roof above the original 
hall is also clearly a modem addition. For a view of this un¬ 
happy and heterogeneous attempt at restoration, see Plate 
XXVL 


Dintfnswns of Temple of Sital-enBar M&hidhs^ 

Entire length foutstde] from cast to west 
Original pillared hall „ „ 

MorUr and debris reatoration (modem) cast and west 
Entire width (outside) north and south . 

Total number of pillars In original hall . 

Circumference ,, ,, . 

Thickness of fragrnentai^ rernsins of original wall 
near entrance to sanctum of temple . 

General height of temple . , . * . 

Central space in clear court betwixt the innerniost 
rows of pillars (transept) east and west 
Central space in clear court betwixt the inneirnost 
row^a of pillars (transept) north and south * 

Space between pillars forming ihe double row 
around the above central court extreme easlotn 
and w^estern aisles * * , , ^ , 

Space between pillars forming the double row 
around the above central court extreme northern 
and southern aisles 

Space bet w'cen pillars forming the double row around 
the above court (both rows alike) 


64' 4" 

a/ 4 ^" 

37' 

33 ' g" 
30 ' vt* 
each. 

5' 9" 
3' o" 

3 0' o" 


is' 4" 


11' J" 


6 ' 2 " 

5 ' ?' 
3 ' 3 


1 found an inscription of two lines in this temple on the 
screen-wall. The Inscription is much damaged and was com¬ 
pletely covered and filled up with limej but I am hopeful that 
the style of the letters may be useful in finding the age of the 
temp It. 
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The can'ings in the temple of Sttei-’esTpar Mihadiva are 
superb, more especially the foliated work In the second and 
third ceiling panels (counting from the sanctum) of the northern 
row; these two panels exhibit four different strata, as it were, 
of minutely sculptured ornamentation, on the same slab of 
stone. These are the only examples of such deeply carved 
work on stone which I have seen, and must have cost in¬ 
finitely more pains to produce than mere sculptures in the 
round, for the sculptor must have found it a difficult task in¬ 
deed to wield his chisel in the deeper recesses without chip¬ 
ping or In other ways defacing the projecting work. Every 
space In the ceiling of this hall was formerly embellished with 
such panels; and it is surprising that these two have been 
suffered to remmn unharmed by the spoilers, who are variously 
called Chores and Mughals, Shahabuddin and Aurangzeb. 

I may add that the carvings at Chandravati struck me as 
being of liner texture and generally superior to those found 
in any other part of RijpfltAna. 

The second and third temples of this early trio are very 
much alike in the matter of size and general appearance, and 
differ principally in the style of the pillars supporting their 
respective porches, the pillars of one being of spiral form, and 
those of the other having geometrical forms carved on them. 
Perhaps the sharpest and finest can^'ings at Chandravati 
are exhibited on these two little mittdras, whose floors are 
raised considerably from the ground. The temples were for¬ 
merly approached by steps which have long since disappeared. 

Both are linga ediBces dedicated to Siva; that furthest to 
the south is tg' 6* in length east and west, and i Y width 
north and south and ao' 6' in height from the ground-level. 
The thickness of its walls throughout is a’ 6*, and the 
height of a Vajrahdsan inside is 5^ The corresponding 
temple furthest to the north and abreast of the above-men¬ 
tioned building is—' 

Length (east and west) 

Width (north and south) 

Height from ground 
Thickness of wafts 
Height of k&rsi 


te' 3' 

19' o" 

20't" 

2 ' 3* throughout, 

4'6" 
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About loo feet distant from the above group of temples 
stands the flat-roofed temple which is called by the people ^ar 
Sisht Afdfd-ie Mindar, But this name is doubtless erroneous^ 
me statues in and about the temple being certainly Vaishnava 
in character.* 

I secured a photograph of this temple, and also of an in¬ 
scribed pillar in front of its porch, and measured it with the 
following results:— 


Length (cast and west} - . . . , 30' 6" 

WeeJiIi {north and south) ^ ^ ^ , * aa' a*' 

Height ..15' o" 

Thickness of walls * * . . 

It possesses two sculptured pillars In front of the porch, 
one of which is inscribed with old letters. 

The following are a few of Mr. Fergusson's remarks on 
the temple of Chandravati,* which I described in the open¬ 
ing part of this account, and for a view of which see Plate 
XXVI 


" Among the more complete examples, the oldest 1 know of, and 
consequently the most beatitifuJ, is thq porch or temple at Oiandra- 
vaU. near Jhilrapatan, in RAjputAna. In its neighbourhood Colonel 
Tod found an inscription, * dated A.D. 6g t, which at one time I thought 
might have been taken from this temple, and consequently might give 
its date, which would fairly agree with the style * judged from that of 
some of the caves at Ejiora, which it very much resembles. As recent 
discoveries/ however, have forced us to cany their dates further back 
by at least a cenluiy, it is probable that this too must go batk to 
about the year boo, or thereabouts. Indeed, with the Charon in the 
Mokundra pass, and the pillars at Emo, this Chandravati fragment 
completes the list of all we at present can feel sure of having been 
erected before the dark ages. There may be others, and^if ao 


' In the plan by CenerBl Cunningham (Arch. Report. Vpt. 11. PL LVyv \ 
this temple LI called KilLIca Devi. ^ 

I Architecture. Chaji. IV. pp. i+S.*af. 

* “Tod's Annals of Rijanhin, Vql. Jt, p. 734," 

< Picturesque f Iluitiaiiani of Ancknt Archttnrlure in Hindostar PI 6 wi.h 
description .—■GttlMil CMnmnghamt" 

“Archaeological Report,, Vol. If, p. ^ 64 , agree ..iih me as m the date 
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It would be well they were examined, for this is certainly one of 
the most elegant specimens of architecture In India^. It has not 
the poetry of arrangement of the Jain a octagonal domes, but it 
approaches very nearly to them by the large square space in the 
centre^ which was covered by the most elegantly designed and most 
exquisitely carved roof known to exist anywhere. Its arrange¬ 
ment is evidently borrowed from that of Buddhist Viharas, and it 
diUersfroiti them in style because their interiors were always plastered 
and painted I heroj on the contraryj everything is honestly carved in 
stone.' 

Before taking leave of Chandravali, I will quote a happy 
and brief account of the old site from the facile pen of Colo¬ 
nel Tod (RAjasthArij VoL I, p. 63S) :— 

^^The sites of temples mark the course of the stream for a consi¬ 
derable distance, the banks being strewed with mins. Flights of 
Steps forming ghats reach to the water's edge* where multitudes of 
gods^ goddesses^ and demons are piled^ and some of the more perfect 
placed upon altars of eJayj around which some lasy well-fed gosens 
loiter, basking in the sun.*^ 

The following description of the city proper was compiled 
by Major H. B. Abbott^ the Political Superintendent of the 
State of JhallawAr. It appears in the account of JhallawAr 
in the RAjpiitAna Gazetteer, Vol. ll, page 206; the account 
of the in which the Chief of JhaUawAr and the 

Superintendent residej is due to the same reliable authority, 

”The old town of Jhilrapatan lay a little to the south of the 
modem site along the banks of the Chandravaka streami which is now 
a few furlongs from the centre of the new town. The name is said by 
Tod to mean the 'city of bells,' as the old town, being a place of 
some sanctity, contained loS temples with bells to corte?ipond. It 
was also known from its position by the name of Chandravali Nagri* 
This city w^as destroyed and its temple despoiled in the time of Arung- 
£eb; all that w^as left of the ancient place in 1796 was the temple of 
^ seven damsels' (still standing in the new town), and a 
few Bhil hots around it. fn that year Ealim Sing founded the present 
city, removing the tahsll from Urmal to Jhilrapatan, and building a 
city wall.^' 

* ''Tod (f«. fiV,} (fives several plates of [he deiaiJs of tfie ponh bv n nasive 
ariist^airly ivell drawn,, butwariting shadow lo rerder Ihem inEelligible-" 
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25.—mokand-dwAra 

Is situated 30 miles to the north^n-est of Jhalrapatan. 

Moi&nd^d'wdra, or " the Darra ** as it is generally called,' 
is possessed of two old and now ruined temples. The village 
or hamlet of Mokand-dwAra is accessible from the south 
through an artificially-formed pass which is hewTi out of the 
rocks, and fashioned into a regular gateway which can be 
opened and closed at pleasure. 

The mountainous range in which this little outlet Is cut 
can be crossed elsewhere only with great difficulty, and hence 
I am inclined to regard the post as a strong one. This 
was the scene of General Monson's battle w'itb, and retreat 
from, the Maharatha forces headed by Yeswant Rao Holkar. 

Mokand-dwAra is at present a small hamlet of about 
twenty-five dwellings, but quite four times as great an area 
as is inhabited is in ruins. The deadly nature of the water 
here is held accountable for this decrease of population. 

Of the two early temples at Mokand-dwAra, one is called 
Bhim-ke-chattri^ or " Bhim’s Nuptial Hall." This temple 
is remarkable chiefly on account of its lintels and consoles, 
being elaborately carved all over with strange animal forms 
and floral scrolls. The temple of Bktm measures ai' to 
the extreme limits of its pillars (exterior dimension}, but as 
the foundation lies very irregularly, it is impracticable to 
arrive at the precise height, for the elevation of the original 
floor is left uncertain by the incomplete number of bases ; the 
greater part of the floor having been burrowed into by wild 
animals—principally the pig, I understand. 

I found a short inscription deeply incised on one of the 
pillars of this temple, which, with a slight variation, is lepeated 
on the neighbouring temple which is nameless. 

The inscription on the temple of Bhim-ie-chauri is as 
follows 1 — 

V W7T*T?T?r^^t t 

a €hanfat &ha iaj (/") 

^So cominou his fhe htier namt b^rrK tnat I cpuld not get the natives to 
Ufido-atand ihf former. Thty af( called the place Darra^ iipd pmfesded ignorance 
as la the wheteaWuls, indeed^ the exutencr of Md^and^wlra 


133 


REPORT OF A TOUR IN THE 


and is probably a religious pilgrim’s proper name with the 
title of ycgit “devotee,” add^ thereto. 

The temple is said to be incomplete, and to have ever 
been so, and the following local folk-talc which seeks at 
orice to explain its apparent incompleteness, and its name of 
Bhim^ke-^hauri, attaches to it:— 

BhTm Singh, one of the Panch Pandf^ brothers, fascinated 
by hss bravery ome of the or goddesses, who, in conse¬ 

quence of her attachment, desired to be united to him, and 
therefore instructed him to build In a single night a suitable 
nuptial hall {cAaurt^) in which to celebrate their marriage 
ceremony. But though Bhtm Singh tried to build the place, 
as instructed by the goddess, in one night, he failed to do so, 
and the cock, ** the harbinger of mom,” crowed ere it was 
ready, thus breaking the spell by which the building was to 
be built, t.e., secret and nocturnal labour; for it is a super¬ 
stitious belief that the gods (devatai) can perform their 
miracles only by night t and so it came to pass that in the 
morning the building was abandoned in an incomplete state, 
and the marriage was postponed. 

The second building, which I shall call the nameless temple, 
stands in close proximity to that of Bhtm Pandfi, and appears 
to be somewhat older than it. Indeed, I have heard from 
General Cunningham regarding this temple, that it has been 
deemed to be as old as Asoka’s time. But I have seen similar 
niches to those which figure on the pillars of this temple, on 
temples of much later date. 

The length of this temple is 30^4*, and the two inscriptions 
which I found on Its pillars are as follows t— 

WW t 

&chanpat {pr achapani) dha/^ 

W ^ ft m ifl ^ ^ I 

chk n ye kame eho mi. 

»Cluuri. as ihe name implica,)* ■*a»qiiare pU« "mr plgurorm in the centre ot 
a bdtdine. around khtch reeds art Muck into the ground at equal diitance*. The 
bruit and brtdtgnxun iralk round iht Chabiri seven times vhrn they are man'ied. 

I found tracts of lueh a Chauri in the centre of thii temple. 
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These letters are compaiativdy modem if we except the ch 
(>) which is seen in insciiptiorts of the eighth and ninth 
centunes A.D. They are, therefore, not of any importance. 
But no others exist on these buildings. 

When I first arrived at Mokand-dwAra, I thought that the 
name of that place may have been derived from the deified 
Krishna, and that it was, therefore, synonymous with Ndtk^ 
dwdra, TkAkur-dwdra, &c., as all these prefixes are epithets 
of Vishnu. But 1 was given to understand that the village 
(though much larger than it is at present) was founded by 
one Mab 4 Rao Mokand Singh, who gave his name to the 
village. 

The palace {taafiai) of Abla^Mini at Mokand-dwira was 
also built by this chief, Maha Rao Mokand Singh, for Abla 
Mini, a very beautiful girl whom ihe Maha Rao discovered at 
a village ten miles hence, called KhairAbAd, where she was 
bom and brought up. The girl's name was Abla, and she 
was called Mini on account of her being of the aboriginal 
tribe of Minas ‘ and it is said she would only consent to 
leave her father on the condition that a suitable palace 
be built on a mountain, so that her father could see her 
residence from Khairibad in the day-time. Moreover, that 
he might not lose sight of it even by night, she desired a 
lamp to be lighted on the summit of the mountain every night. 

This lamp is still lighted in the upper chamber of the 
palace once a year, in memory of the beautiful Abla Mini, in 
whose praise several songs are locally sung by the peasantry. 
The only other object here ivorthy of notice is the build¬ 
ing called Bdra-dwdra, and consequently having twelve doors. 

It was built by the MahA Rao RAm Singh, and is situ¬ 
ated on the summit of the high-peaked hill to the east of, and 
quite near to, that on which the mahal of Abla Mint stands. 

It IS occasionally used by the chiefs as a shooting-box. 

Both the temples with which I opened this brief account 
of Mokand-dwAra, stand together in a somewhat jungly 
plateau, and together cover an area of 59^6" by 14'. 

Mr. Fergusson in his " History of Indiam and Eastern Archi¬ 
tecture," Chapter IV, page 448, writing of Central and North- 


t34 


REPORT OF A TOUR IN THE 


em India, remarks that "at Enin, in the Saugor territory, are 
some fragments of columns and several sculptures that seem 
to belong to the flourishing age of the GAptas^ say about 
A«D. 450, and in the Mokutidra Pass there are the remains of 
a choultrie that may be as old^ or older, but it is a mere 
fragment,* and has no inscription upon it."* 

The bases of the pillars in Bhim’s Chaur! are 5*, the 
shafts of the pillars 6 ' 4'’^ the capitals 3'', the architraves 
(which are richly carved) also i' 3", and the consoles 5’ in 
height. The circumference of the pillars is 5^ 10*, 

The height of the pillars of the second temple is almost 
identical with that of the first, and they are in several other 
respects very similar; hence they were taken for a single 
temple, though in reality they are distinct buildings, belonging 
moreover to dilferent periods. 

The principal architectural antiquities in the Kota State* 
are those of RAmgarh, about 60 miles to the east of Kota. 

Rimgarh appears on the map as close to a semi-circular 
system of rocks which form the rim of a basin or valley, and 
it is in this valley, and at a very small village, called Sri¬ 
nagar, that certain antiquities described to me as beautifully* 
carved stone temples, figures, &c., are situated. 

Kishan BilAs was also mentioned as possessed of some 
exqu isitely-scul ptur ed tern pies. 

.The capital of the State (Kota) possesses some fine build¬ 
ings, both religious and secular, and the palace of the ruling 
chief has a most imposing external appearance, owing princi¬ 
pally to its being considerably higher than the other build- 
ings tnita muros. It is a large but very straggling building; 
which appears to have been added to at almost every successive 

* A viftw rf th«M rcmjiins may be seen in Mr. F-ergussan^i “Pictarefqut 
lULK^Cr^tiQns ciF Indian Architeciuret"' FJJte S' Bui he omits lo inentifin thnt 
there are two diiiiacl 

Ml will have been observed that 1 discovered three inscripiions here. 

* I am iniicbted for ihu inrormatiDn ts Major C. A. Baylay^ the able Potilfcal 

Agent of Kou, and regret much tny inability to visit RlmgiiiLrh. But 1 had bom 
instructed to uamtne Bhimgaj and Ranihambhor^ $0 selected a northward road 
as the quickest by which those places could be reached, the campinif being^ 

already unusually advanced, 
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reign. Its foundation is much higher than the ground-level 
of the city, and is therefore approached by jatnpans,' or tern* 
jam as the Kota folk call them. 

36,—KHATKAR-BHIMGAJ. 

Remains of sorts stretch for nearly 4 miles north-east 
of the village of Khatkar, the oldest being along the southern 
brow of the high mountain which runs from the village to 
the Mej river. 

It is most probable that this site was occupied long before 
the present village was bMiU, and abandoned on the advent 
westwards of the river, the tortuous windings of whoso branches 
have subdivided the'site into countless hillocks, and all is 
now overgrown with brushwood and densey'dn^ay. 

There are, however, three well-preserved, though com¬ 
paratively modern, stone temples situated to the south and 
south-west of the present village of Khatkar; here, also the 
early remains before mentioned continue their course. 

The largest of these temples is elaborately carved and 
dedicated to Thdkiirji^ from which I understand it to be a 
temple of Vishnu. It is 60' high, 139' in circuit, and stands 
upon a base or platform, 8'8“ in height, 84' 3' in length (east 
and west), and 56' 4' in width (north and south). There 
are eighteen carved pillars, each 9'9' high, supporting the 
dome of the outer hall, or the ardhamandapa^ which affords an 
area of 16^ 3* inside for loungers and devotees to rest in. The 
platform on which this temple stands is approached by twelve 
steps, and'siK more lead to the sanctum, over which rises 
a tall donreor truncated The walls of this temple are 

generally 3i* in thickness. 

The second is a Jain temple dedicated to Parswandlh, 
and is said to have been built by a hanyu. ft measures 
3 1* 2" square, and is a Jillle higher than the temple of Thdkdrji 
before described. 

The enclosure or courtyard tn which this temple stands 
is 51' long by 31' 2* (the breadth of the temple) broad. 


^ A convfyaticf ntui^h rnpfnbl'nj; 9 stdan 
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The third lempte at Khatkar is a Vaishnava structure, 
and measures 37' long, inclusive of its front pillars {which are 
30 in number and each 7' high), and 13 feet broad. 

This little temple stands on a platform 7'high, and is ap" 
proached by eight steps. The interior area or space afforded 
by the above dimensions, after allowing for pillared porch 
wall, is [ r' 8* both ways. 

The first and third temples face the west, and the second 
(Jain temple) faces the east. 

The only lingam temple 1 could find in this neighbourhood 
is situated on a high hill to the north of the village of Khatkar, 

Amongst the rocks about half a mile to the north-east of 
Khatkar are two temples, a Itr^dawdli*' or rest-house for pil¬ 
grims, and in one of these temples 1 found an inscription dated 
(a Sam vat 1716, Here also is a gopha or rock-cut passage 
entered by a kkirki or wicket, 3 feet high; but the passage 
increases inside to S' or 10' feet in several places, and leads, 
according to local belief, to a village called P 4 li, about ao 
miles east of Khatkar. 

37.-^BHIMGAJ. 

Bhimgaj is a small ieta, of it dwellings and 40 inhabitants. 

Tt stands in the open plain, wbicb is formed of a deep 
clayey loam, cut up into several naias to the north-east of 
Khatkar, from which place it is about af miles distant. 

There are three rocks which skirt Hhimgaj in a triangular 
fashion, and as I searched these very carefully in quest of an 
inscription which I heard existed here, I may now add their 
exact positions. There are no more rocks near Bhimgaj. 
The first rock bears north by west of Bhimgaj, the second 
due south, and the third south-east j hut the nearest of these 
is miles from the hamlet. 

The only inscKption which ! could hnd is at the base of a 
chkatri about half-way up the last-named mountain, which is 
very high and precipitous. But the inscription is quite mo» 

’ From "three," Artd d«i^, walJ.” a building composed oT iftre* 
walls, and htncc almost eniirdyopen on one skle where the nwf a oftso supported 
<111 
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dem, and severaE days’ search, besides offras of rewards lo 
the wood-cutters, failed to find any others in this neighbour¬ 
hood. 

The small village of Bhimgaj was founded about 30 years 
ago by RijA Bhim Singh, who used to come to these parts 
on hunting expeditions. The inscribed chhutri bears on its 
summit a lingam of MahAdAva, together with Its accompanying 
nandi, or ’* bull.” It is called Makdddsa Dkaramndth. 

I regret now that I did not go to RAmgarh, for the in¬ 
scription among the rocks of Bhimgaj is not old as I was in 
hopes it would turn out. 

Amongst the rocks through which the Mej river has cut 
its way, I observed a band (" dam”) of solid dry work, which 
must have been called for shortly after the advent of this 
stream towards Khatkar. It was but a quiet rivulet while 
I was at Khatkar, but I believe it is a mountain torrent shortly 
after the rains. 

In the mountains to the south of Bhimgaj I found four 
other temples perched up in positions that to my mind seemed 
not altogether safe. They are small and modem, and there¬ 
fore unworthy of further description. 
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